

} gufiarges Iraq to accept o3-sales resolutioii 

O (AP) — U.N. Secretary General Boutros Ghaii said 

Tuesday dial Iraq should accept a Security Council resolurion 

"Visaing for a limited sale of oil 10 supply its population with food 
— ^ 9 3t fti iad medicaje. He also said implementation of Resolution 986. 
It 1*4] adopted tist April, would allow the United Nations to begin 
■^ymipsyug mHhons of dollars m compensation to foreign workers 
i r* T landed by Iraq s 1990 invasion of Kuwait. Dr. Ghaii, who is on a 
1 1 i . “‘private visit to his home country, made the remarks to reporters 
l SoBotfing a meeting with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, 

f The implementation of Resolution 986 will lead to a lifting of the 
- — . ''la! embargo, at least partially, so that revenues can be used to buv 


- — . ''toil embargo, at least partially, so that revenues can be used to buv 
"■ .ftjod and medicine.'’ he said. “From the revenues we also will be 
able to pay for the workers, including the Egyptian workers ” he 
til r,. . said. n* resolution would allow Baghdad to export $2 billion 
worth of ml over 180 days^nd the sales would be allowed as long 
: as U.N. monitors certified that Iraq was distributing supplies 
, ‘■"’•T I; equitably among its 18 million people. 
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Royal Jordanian has the pleasure to 
announce that its new Information 
Center at QAIA is now operational 
24 hours a day. 

Any information concerning the 
movement of its fleet to and from 
Amman could be obtained through 
Tel # 08/53200 
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King receives Barak, says 
Jordan-Israel peace model 
for others in the region 

Kingdom, Israel to sign 5 accords this month 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Israeli Foreign 
Minister Ehud Barak Tues- 
day paid a one-day visit to the 
Kingdom during which he 
held talks with His Majesty 
.King Hussein, HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan and senior 
Jordanian officials on bilater- 
al ties, progress on the Syrian 
and Palestinian tracks of the 
• Arab- Israeli peace talks as 
well as other regional de- 
velopments. 

The talks with the King, 
.the Crown Prince, Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and Foreign Minister 
'Abdul Karim Kabariti , ended 
"with an announcement that 
. Jordan and Israel will, before 
the end of the month, sign 
-rive cooperation accords that 
were stipulated by the peace 
treaty the two countries 
■ signed in October 1994, 

The new accords will cover 
telecommunications, trans- 
port, maritime borders, sci- 
ence and technology as well 
as cooperation between the 
Red Sea cities of Aqaba and 

Filar 

Addressing reporters after 
receiving Mr. Barak at 
Raghadan Palace, King Hus- 
sein described peace between 
Jordan and Israel as an “ex- 
. ample for others," adding 
dial the coming era will be a 
period for building peace to 
the benefit of the two peoples 
and future generations. 

Mubarak 

names 


new 

premier 

2AIRO (R) — President 
"Josni Mubarak on Tuesday 
wmed Kamal A1 Ganzoury 
s his new prime minister. 
Ranging the cabinet’s lead- 
ership for the first time in 
ffle years. 

The announcement came 
hortly after Prime Minister 
\tef Scdki and his cabinet of 
ninisters announced their 
cognations. 

The action came less than 
me month after Egyptians 
hose a new parliament in 

- wtional elections that were 
mtidsed as rife with vote 

L rand. 

The move came as surprise 

- *u>ce Mr. Mubarak said after 
’■he elections that he saw no 
*ed for major changes in the 
government, given the over- 
whelming victory by his 
National Democratic Party. 

Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) quoted Mr. 
Al Ganzoury as saying he 
jvoaid hold consultations" “to 
form the skeleton of the new 

fiovernmenL" 

Mr. Sedlri, a 65-year-old 
«wyer, had served as prime 
Roister for more than nine 
years. 

Mr. A1 Ganzoury, 62, who 
Mr. Scdki ’s deputy and 
planning minister, is an 
tc °nomist by training. 

Mr, Mubarak is head of 
r*|*» and the prime minister 
day-to-day government 

PJV cabinet’s decision to 
■ tJ&JWs taken at a half-hour 
e ®Jgttncy session. 

quoted informa- 
2] duster Safwat A1 Sharif 
the meeting as saying 
Sr- Sedki took the decision 
8We the president the 
. to choose the. 
55*®pnate person for this 
^geSTthcp^of 
work in Egypt. 


L- 



His Mayesty King Hussein and Israeli Foreign Minister Ehud Barak address reporters at the end of their talks 
at Raghadan Palace Tuesday (Petra photo) 


King Hussein, who held a 
closed meeting with Mr. 
Barak before being joined by 
Prince Hassan. Sharif Zeid, 
Mr. Kabariti and other offi- 
cials, said that “we are pro- 
ceeding with hope and optim- 
ism towards building a good 
future for the two countries.” ■ 
“We hope that peace be- 


tween Jordan and Israel will 
be an example and an inspira- 
tion for others." the King 
told reporters at a joint press 
conference with Mr. Barak. 

Mr. Barak, who was on his 
first visit to Jordan as Israel’s 
foreign minister, was also up- 
beat about Jordanian-Israeli 
relations, saying "we are 


looking forward to develop 
our relationship, so that it 
can be a symbol for what can 
be achieved between two 
peoples.” 

"We want to move from 
the phase of making peace to 
(the stage) of normalisation 
of ties" in all fields and coop- 
eration at all levels, said Mr. 


Barak. 

Responding to a question, 
the King said that the Palesti- 
nian track is moving in the 
right direction and "that we 
are satisfied with that and will 
support the (peace process) 
to the best of our ability." 

(Continued on page 7) 


Deputies criticise government 
as they debate ’96 draft budget 


By Sa’eda Kilani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Members of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
Tuesday heavily criticised the 
government’s policies as re- 
flected in the 1996 draft 
budget, describing them as 
“imbalanced” and warning 
against any potential increase 
in bread prices. 

All of the 18 deputies who 
spoke on Tuesday’s session, 
expressed their dissatisfac- 
tion over the draft budget, 
presented by the government 
to the House two weeks ago, 
and demanded more effective 
solutions to poverty and un- 
employment. 

Islamic Action Front (IAF) 


bloc deputies criticised the 
draft budget and the recom- 
mendations the House’s Fi- 
nance Committee made on it 
as being in line with wbat 
they described as the “Zion- 
ist ambitions” in the Middle 
East and in contradiction 
with Islamic principles. But 
centrist deputies concen- 
trated on their constituencies' 
demands and price hikes in 
the Kingdom while indepen- 
dent lawmakers criticised the 
government’s policies in 
general. 

“I hoped the Finance Com- 
mittee would take into con- 
sideration the Islamic Sharia 
and the national will without 
being influenced by the Inter- 
national Fund policies,” said 


IAF Deputy Ahmad Kofahi. 
“Europe and the U.S. want 
the Jewish enemy to domin- 
ate our Arab and Islamic 
region in all economic and 
military fields." 

“I wished the committee 
would not give the govern- 
ment the legitimacy to lift 
subsidies on bread,” he con- 
tinued. “This way, the House 
will be held responsible (for 
the government's) actions." 

In its report, the Finance 
Committee proposed that the 
price of bread be changed 
and that the government 
compensate poor families 
who are eligible for subsidies. 
This way, the report said, 
poor families would be enti- 
tled to direct and financial aid 
while the government spend- 


ing and the budget deficit 
would be reduced. 

“The government is still 
maintaining the same ex- 
penditure policy as if Arab 
aid and support are still Sow- 
ing,” said Saleh Sha'watah, 
an independent. “The gov- 
ernment is forcing the citizen 
to adopt austerity measures 
through collecting taxes and 
imposing fees while it refuses 
to adopt national austerity 
measures itself.” 

Deputy Sha'watah also 
criticised the government's 
policies as unfair and said 
there were no equality in the 
allocations which the draft 
budget makes to other cities 
and areas. He also ques- 

(Continued on page 7) 


Syria, Israel resume Palestinians advance 
U.S. talks today elections campaign 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Israeli and Syrian nego- 
tiators were to resume formal 
U.S. -mediated peace talks 
Wednesday after a first round 
last week that officials de- 
scribed as promising but pre- 
liminary. 

Three days of talks, held 
under a strict media blackout 
at the Wye plantation outside 
Washington, ended Friday 
with news that the nego- 
tiators would remain nearby 
over the weekend to continue 
informal contacts rather than 
returning to their capitals as 
planned. 

During the weekend 
break, the Israeli and Syrian 
delegates held informal dis- 
cussions with U.S. Middle 
East peace coordinator De- 
nnis Ross, although the sub- 
stance of those talks was not 
known. 

State Department officials 
said the news blackout would 


remain in force this week at 
the ISth century eastern 
Maryland plantation, as offi- 
cials sought to maintain a 
delicate diplomatic balance. 

Encouraging signals mean- 
while continued to emerge 
from the Israeli and Syrian 
capitals, with both sides play- 
ing down the scope of the 
ongoing talks but playing up 
the view that a unique oppor- 
tunity for regional peace had 
arrived. 

In Damascus, Syrian state 
radio said the new round of 
talks would be "decisive” be- 
cause it would set an agenda 
for negotiations and urged 
Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres to thwart Jewish 
extremists opposed to peace 
with the Arabs. 

The daily Tishreen offered 
rare words of praise for Mr. 
Peres on Tuesday and said 

(Continued on page 7) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Under pressure 
from international monitors, 
Palestinian officials on Tues- 
day agreed to start campaign- 
ing for historic elections to a 
self-rule council later this 
month. 

The step reversed an ear- 
lier decision to delay the offi- 
cial start of the campaign by a 
week until Sunday. 

That plan was sharply criti- 
cised by international elec- 
tion monitors as setting back 
the chances of independent 
and opposition candidates' 
and harming rhe "credibility" 
of the balloting. 

“The campaign is officially 
open,” said Mohammad 
Sntayyeh. General Secretary 
of the Central Elections 
Commission (CEC) charge of 
organising the in Jan. 20 
vote. 

Speaking after a meeting of 
the commission, he said it 


was decided to launch the 
campaign now out of defer- 
ence to candidates who had 
already planned election 
events for this week and in 
order to "be in harmony with 
the comments of the interna- 
tional observers.” 

Ian Blackley, a spokesman 
for the European Union 
(EU) observers who make up 
the bulk of the election moni- 
tors, welcomed the CEC de- 
cision as “a positive step.” 
He said it came in response to 
the EU concerns. 

The decision was in effect 
an acknowledgement of cam- 
paigning for the 88-member 
Palestinian autonomy council 
which has been going on in- 
formally for two weeks. 

Many of the 700 candidates 
running for seats in the coun- 
cil have been holding meet- 
ings, running newspaper ads 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan expects no 
change in Saudi policies 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein said Tuesday 
that he did not expect any 
changes in Saudi policy as a 
result of Crown Prince 
Abdullah's taking over the 
running of the country at the 
request of King Fahd. 

Wishing King Fahd a 
speedy and complete recov- 
ery, the King hailed as “a 
dear brother” Prince Abdul- 
lah to whom ailing King Fahd 
handed over the running of 
Saudi Arabia Monday. 

“There are no differences 
between our brothers... and I 
am full of confidence” about 
the future of Jordanian-Saudi 
relations, King Hussein said. 

Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti also said that 


the change in Saudi Arabia 
will only help improve inter- 
Arab relations as well as 
Jordanian-Saudi ties. 

“Prince Abdullah has al- 
ways been an advocate of 
improved ties” between Jor- 
dan and Saudi Arabia, said 
Mr. Kabariti, who added that 
a visit by his Saudi counter- 
part Prince Saud Al Faisal to 
Jordan will take place soon. 

King Fahd is recovering 
from an apparent stroke 
which sent him to hospital for 
a week last month. A sche- 
duled visit by the King to 
Saudi Arabia was postponed 
due to the illness of King 
Fahd. 

King Fahd, 73, who is also 
prime minister, issued a royal 
order Monday asking the 
crown prince “to undertake 
the affairs of the state while 
we enjoy rest.” He did not 


abdicate. 

Crown Prince Abdullah, 
about a year younger than 
King Fahd, accepted the task 
and told the King be would 
consult him when necessary. 

The crown prince, head of 
the well-armed 57,000-man 
National Guard, has been 
largely running the country 
since the King’s illness. 

Crown Prince Abdullah 
told the king in bis accept- 
ance message that he would 
take charge until “we receive 
you in your natural place.” 

King Fahd was seen on 
Saudi television on Monday 
standing with the aid of a 
walking slick, smiling and 
talking" with the crown prince 
and other senior officials. 

Diplomats said the word- 
ing of the royal order 

(Continued on page 7) 


Prince Abdullah expected to 
rebuild bridges with Arab World 


By G.H. Jansen 

THE NEW Year’s Day 
hand-over of power by 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
to nis younger brother 
Crown Prince Abdullah 
could reduce the threat 
which the House of Saud 
that has reigned for the 
past 70 years has been fac- 
ing over the past several 
years from homegrown 
Islamist militants striving to 
reimpose their strict reli- 
gious and social codes. 

This is because Prince 
Abdullah might be able to 
repair the damage that de- 
cades of high living and 
high spending have done to 
the monarchy among the 
puritan Wahhabi tribesmen 
of the central Najd area of 
the country who have 
formed the rulers’ political 


power base. 

Crown Prince Abdullah, 
whose temporary ste- 
wardship appears certain to 
become permanent, is the 
13th of the 43 sons of King 
Abdul Aziz Ibn Saud, the 
founder of the kingdom 
who secured his throne by 
marrying into his country’s 
30 major tribal groupings. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Born in 1923. Prince 
Abdullah was the only son 
of the widow of one of Ibn 
Saud's bitter enemies slain 
in battle. Perhaps because 
difficulties were made ‘for 
his mother at court, ‘Prince 
Abdullah emerged-as a lon- 
er within the inner circle of 
Ibn Saud's sons. 

Unable to compete with 


the powerful group of 
seven sons bom to Hassa 
Al Sudairi (the eldest being 
King Fahd who succeeded 
to the throne in 1982), 
Prince Abdullah built his 
own constituency within 
the kingdom. This consti- 
tuency was the National 
Guard, the "White Army” 
established to countef the 
possible infection of the 
regular- army with secular, 
anti-monarchist ideas. 
Command of the 60,000- 
strong guard since 1963, 
has made Prince Abdullah 
one of the most powerful 
men in the kingdom be- 
cause the majority of 
national guardsmen are 
tribal conscripts, from the 
veiy same Najdi Wahhabis 
who were and remain the 

(Continued on page 7) . 
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Syria vows to maintain 
brotherly’ ties with Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Syria 
has vowed to maintain its 
“brotherly’ ■■ links with Iran 
despite apparent strains in 
relations over Damascus's 
efforts to make peace with 
Israel, the official Iranian 
News Agency IRNA said 
Monday. 

Syrian Ambassador 
Ahmad A1 Hassan met Sun- 
day with the deputy foreign 
minister and delivered a mes- 
sage from Syria’s Foreign 
Minister Faruq A) Shara. 

The message “underlined 
brotherly and" strategic ties” 
between the two countries 
and said Syria would “never 
allow anyone to undermine 
its relations with Iran,” the 
agency said. 

There have been growing 
signs of strain as Iran's only 


close ally in the Arab world 
shows seriousness in settling 
its conflict with Israel, a state 
which Iran has vowed to 
work to destroy. 

Syria's resumption of 
peace talks with Israel in the 
United States last week after 
a six-month break has led to 
growing apprehension in 
Iran. 

“Damascus is selling its no- 
ble policies to the highest 
bidder," charged influential 
MP JaJal Sadatian on Mon- 
day. 

Tehran was also angered 
by Syria's expression of sup- 
port last week for the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) over 
its territorial dispute with the 
Islamic republic. 

The foreign ministers of 
Syria, Egypt and the six Gulf 


Arab states issued a state- 
ment at a meeting in Damas- 
cus on Friday backing the 
UAE in its dispute with Iran 
over the Gulf islands of Abu 
Mussa, Greater Tunb and 
Lesser Tunb. 

Vice-President Hassan 
Habibi on Saturday called 
off a visit to Syria planned for 
this week in protest at 
Damascus’s stand on the is- 
lands. 

In an interview with the 
Tehran Times, the Syria 
ambassador said a peace deal 
with Israel would “absolutely 
have no adverse impact" on 
ties with the Islamic republic. 

“Iran wOl not oppose a just 
and comprehensive peace in 
which the rights of Syria, 
Lebanon and the Palestinians 
are restored,” said Mr. Has- 


san. 

The ambassador slammed 
the Western media for “rais- 
ing a hue and cry aimed at 
disturbing ties” between Iran 
and Syria. 

"Tehran-Damascus rela- 
tions are time-tested and no- 
thing can affect them. Our 
ties remain as firm as ever,” 
be told the English-language 
daily. 

“Any misunderstanding 
between Iran and any Arab 
country should be settled 
through bilateral negotiations 
and peaceful means.” 

Iran, which supports the 
anti-Israeli Shiite Muslim re- 
sistance in south Lebanon, 
notably Hezbollah, has not 
hidden its concern over the 
future of such groups if Syria 
makes peace with Israel. 


Peres admits his 
life is in danger 


TEL AYTV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres ack- 
nowledged that his life re- 
mains threatened by violent 
opponents “with their finger 
on the trigger." but insisted 
this would not prevent him 
from pressing ahead with his 
peace efforts. 

"I don’t have any illusions, 
to change things you have to 
take decisions which are not 
always popular,” he said dur- 
ing a television interview late 
Monday. 

“This is painful for some 
people, and there are lots of 
demented people around." 
said Mr. Peres, whose prede- 
cessor Yitzhak Rabin was 
assassinated in November by 
a Jewish extremist opposed 
to the government's land-for- 
peace agreements with the 
Palestinians. 

“I know that there are a lot 
of violent people with their 
fingers on’ the trigger and me 
in their sights.” he said. 

“The situation doesn't 
scare me even though I know 
that it’s impossible to have 
perfect security." he said. 


Mr. Rabin was gunned 
down Nov. 4 after he and Mr. 
Peres, who was then foreign 
minister, attended a giant 
outdoor peace rally. 

Mr. Rabin's confessed 
assassin, Yigal Amir, said he 
had also hoped to kill Mr. 
Peres, who at one moment 
passed within feet of the gun- 
man. but the two men lefr the 
rally separately and he chose 
to shoot only at Mr. Rabin. 

The government security 
services have come under 
sharp attack for the lapse of 
protection around both men 
that night. 

Mr. Amir said he killed 
Mr. Rabin in hopes of derail- 
ing the government's policy 
of turning over must of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip to 
Palestinian control. 

Meanwhile, the judicial 
commission investigating the 
circumstances around Mr. 
Rabin’s killing was due to 
resume its hearings Tuesday 
by hearing testimony from 
two members of the security 
detail responsible for protect- 
ing Mr. Rabin on Nov. 4. 


Amnesty concerned 
over Shbeilat’ s arrest 


AMMAN iJ.T.l — Amnesty 
international in a statement 
issued on Dec. 29 and re- 
ceived yesterday, said it was 
seriously concerned at the 
arrest and continued deten- 
tion of Leith Shbeilat. the 
head of the Engineers' Union 
and 3 leading member of the 
opposition in Jordan. 
Amnesty International is 
concerned that he may be 
detained solely on account of 
his non -violent opposition to 
government policies, the 
statement said. 

“Leith Shbeilat was 
arrested on Dec. 8. 1995 and 
has since been detained in 
Jwaideh Prison. His house 
and office were searched. He 
has been mainly charged with 
lesc majeste against King 
Hussein Bin Talal and distri- 
buting communiques against 
the King." the statement 
added 

"A former deputy in the 
Jordanian Parliament. Leith 
Shbeilat has been a strong 
critic of the peace agreement 
signed between Israel and 
Jordan in J994. The profes- 
sional associations in Jordan, 
including the Engineers' Un- 
ion headed by Leith Shbeilat, 
have been campaigning 


vigorously against closer rela- 
tions with Israel. The particu- 
lar accusations against Leith 
Shbeilat stem from a speech 
he made at Irbid in Jordan on 
November 7, 1995 during 
which he repeated his out- 
spoken criticism of the Jorda- 
nian monarchy and govern- 
ment for making peace and 
moving to closer relations 
with Israel. He condemned, 
in very strong language. King 
Hussein’s words of praise and 
expressions of friendship for 
Yitzhak Rabin, the prime 
minister of Israel assassinated 
on Nov. 4.“ 

The AI statement went on 
to say: “Leith Shbeilat's 
lawyers were not allowed to 
be present during his first 
interrogation, but have been 
allowed to be present since. 
However, although they have 
been allowed to meet him 
three times within the prison, 
they have never been allowed 
to meet him alone, without 
the presence of a guard.” 

From Dec. 19 to 25 Leith 
Shbeilat went on hunger 
strike in protest against his 
continued detention, which 
he described as “punishment 
without trial.” 


‘Israel not responsible 
for intifada damages’ 


JERUSALEM (AFP> — 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
on Monday proposed a 
change to the law so Israel no 
longer has to compensate 
Palestinians hurt by security 
forces during the 1987-1994 
uprising in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

“Israel cannot be held re- 
sponsible for damages suf- 
fered by Palestinians during 
the intifoda which was a type 
of war," Mr. Peres told a 
cabinet meeting. 

“We too suffered material 
damages and loss of life and 
we would be within our rights 
to claim compensation also,” 
he said, quoted by an official. 

He suggested agreeing a 
one-off payment to the 
Palestinian authority to pay 
compensation to families and 
relieve Israel of responsibility 
for any more claims. 

The government paid $4 
million in damages in 1995 to 
the families of Palestinians 
wounded or killed by Israeli 
security forces during the 
protests against Israeli rule in 
the occupied West Bank and , . 
Gaza Strip. 

But the payout covers only 
a fraction of the 1,000 claims 
filed for a total of $200 mil- 
lion in damages. 

More than 1,200 Palesti- 
nians were killed and 
thousands hurt during the six- 
year uprising known as the 
intifada. 

Internal Security Minister 
Mosbe Shahal told the meet- 
ing Monday: “Legislation is 


inevitable to protect the state 
against claims for damages 
and interests whose validity is 
impossible to prove” after so 
many years. 

But the government’s legal 
advisor, Michael Ben Yair, 
argued the Palestinians legal 
rights would be undermined 
by such a move, and the 
cabinet meeting ended with- 
out a decision. 

The intifada ended after. 
Israel signed peace agree- 
ments with Yasser Arafat’s 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) leading to 
self-rule for most Palestinians 
in the territories. 

On Sunday, Mr. Peres sug- 
gested doubling the number 
of Palestinians allowed to en- 
ter Israel to work from 50,000 
to 100,000, a governmental 
official said. 

Mr. Peres proposed to give 
permits to the 50,000 Palesti- 
nians who already enter 
Israel illegally each day to go 
to their jobs. Most are from 
the West Bank. 

The prime’’ minister also 
. suggested, that . Palestinians 
should be baned from enter- 
ing the country only on strict 
security grounds. 

Before 1992 more than 
100,000 Palestinians workers 
were allowed into Israel from 
the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank each day, before the 
government began to impose 
restrictions in the wake of 
deadly attacks inside the Jew- 
ish state by Palestinian mili- 
tants. 


Vengeful mechanic 
grounds Israeli air 
force squadron 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An air 
force mechanic, angry over 


his treatment by superiors, 
took revenge by hiuinj 
tools and grounding an entire 


ig his 


squadron in charge of ensur- 
ing Israel’s air defences, 
military officials said Tues- 
day. 

The soldier, responsible 
for maintaining F-15 fighter- 
bombers at the Tel Nof air 
base near Tel Aviv, com- 
plained that be had been 
humiliated by officers who 
ordered him to do night duty 
after his normal day shift. 

In revenge the soldier, who 
was not identified, hid his 
tools, knowing that air force 
regulations prevent any air- 
craft from taking off as long 


as all mechanics tools have 
not been accounted for. 

The rules are designed to 
ensure that no tools have 
been left inside the aircraft. 

Air force officials said the 
F-15 squadron was prevent 
ed from flying for several 
hours and that an investiga- 
tion into the incident had 
been opened. They did not 
say when the incident occur- 
red. 

Last month 50 soldiers 
serving in Israel’s self- 
declared “security zone” in 
South Lebanon mutinied in 
protest at what they said was 
the “intolerable” attitude of 
their commanding officer. 

They were all disciplined, 
including the officer. 



Palestinian activist Hunan Ashrawi greets a Palestinian man in traditional headdress as she makes a campaigning - 1 

swing through the Old City market area on Tuesday, while a security agent fright) surveys the crowd. V 1 • " 


Ashrawi concerned about press freedom 




OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — A leading Palestinian 
human rights activist charged 
Tuesday that Palestinian Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
chief Yasser Arafat’s self-rule 
administration has sought to 
limit the freedom of the 
Palestinian press. 

“Frankly speaking, I think 
the freedom of the press has 
been targetted in many ways. 
There has been a certain 
amount of intimidation, self- 
censoiship and reticence,” 
Han an Ashrawi, the former 
spokeswoman for Palestinian 
peace negotiators, told Ren- 
ters. 

Ms. Ashrawi was com- 


menting on the recent six-day 
detention by PLO security 
officials of a Palestinian 
newspaper editor who re- 
fused to print in item about 
Mr. Arafat on the front page 
of AI Quds newspaper, the 
biggest selling daily in the 
West Bank. 

The editor. Maher A) Ala- 
nd, was released on Saturday 
after the international press 
watchdog group Reporters 
Without borders and the 
Arab Journalists Association 
sent protest letters to Mr. 
Arafat. 

Asked whether she be- 
lieved Mr. Arafat was com- 
mitted to freedom of speech. 


Ms. Ashrawi replied: “Well, 
I don’t discuss individuals or 
individual intentions.” 

But, die added: “There 
have been signs that there is a 
willingness by the (Palesti- 
nian self-rule) authority to 
address issues democratically 
while at the same time there 
were signs that there were 
violations of rights and free- 
doms and excesses — particu- 
larly by the security appar- 
atus and systems.” 

AI Quds and other Jeru- 
salem and Gaza-based news- 
papers have been closed 
more than once and several 
journalists were arrested over 
the past 18 months under 


Palestinian role. 

Ms. Ashrawi, a candidate 
in the Jan. 20 Palestinian 
elections for a national coun- 
cil, called for press freedom 
to be safeguarded but pre- 
dicted change would not be 
immediate. 


“We expect a long in- 
cremental process of self- 
education, of btrildhig, of 
being honest with oneself and 
of dealing with our own 
shortcomings in a courageous 
and forthright manner, she 
said. 

“I think we will get there as 
long as we have the win to do 
it.” 


Glow of autonomy fades 
as new reality sets in 


JENIN, West Bank -(AP) 
— The middle-aged mer- 
chant watched a group of 
Palestinian policemen dres- 
sed in navy blue uniforms 
strut past his dusty paint 
shop and sighed. 

"Wherever you go in 
Jenin these days you see 
policemen. Why?" said 
Saadeddine Khalaf. "They 
say they were bringing us 
democracy and freedom. 
The only freedom we are 
allowed is the freedom to 
cheer for the Palestinian 
Authority." 

As Israel cedes more 
areas to the Palestinians, 
many are glumly realising 
that, for now, self-nile 
means mainly freedom of 
movement within their 
towns & far less than the 
national independence they 
crave. 

Disturbing questions are 
also emerging about Yasser 
Arafat's notion of demo- 
cracy. An editor was de- 
tained for refusing to put a 
flattering story on Mr. Ara- 
fat on the front page, 
preachers have been told 
not to criticise Mr. Arafat’s 
government and opposition 
activists have been jailed 
for leafletting. 

Over the past two 
months, Israel handed the 
Palestinian control of six 
West Bank towns and over 
400 villages, where almost 
all the West Bank's 1.2 
million Arab residents live. 


Palestinian elections are 
slated for Jan. 20 and by 
March, Israeli troops are to 
withdraw from most of the 
last town, Hebron. 

But the new West Bank 
map is a bewildering patch- 
work. 

While Palestinians are in 
full control of the cities — 
about seven per cent of the 
West Bank’s territory — 
they share control of sever- 
al unconnected rural areas 
with Israel. 

Israel retains full control 
over almost two-thirds of 
the area pending further 
withdrawals and a final set- 
tlement, to be negotiated in 
talks that are to begin in 
May. 

The result is that most 
Palestinians still need 
Israeli permission to leave 
their towns, and Israeli 
troops still can stop their 
cars on roads between 
towns and frisk passengers. 

“We don't feel indepen- 
dent. The soldier who was 
jnside the town is now on 
its periphery... he's ruling 
us from outside," said 
Suleiman Yousef, owner of 
a parking lot in Jenin. 

An activist of the militant 
Islamic Movement Hamas 
in Nablus said he hasn't 
been able to visit in-laws 
who live on the edge of the 
.city two kilometres away 
for fear Israeli troops who 
still control that area would 


arrest him. . . 

Palestinian officials dis- 
miss such complaints, stres- 
sing this ts only an interim 
period. 

“People should not be 
worried. We’re here to pro- 
tect them and to make sure 
their lives get better,” said 
Kadoura Mousa, head of 
Mr. Arafat’s office in 
Jenin. 

' Some, like Jenin gas sta- 
tion owner Mohammad 
Hafi. agree. 

“I don’t care about the 
shortcomings of the 
(Palestinian) Authority. It 
b rough us pirace and secur- 
ity and that’s the most im- 
portant thing," he said. 

The deployment of 
Palestinian policemen, 
numbering about 6,000, 
has been relatively smooth, 
with little of the violence 
that marked the early 
weeks of self-rule in the 
Gaza Strip last year. 

The economy has not 
changed much. Arab 
Israelis still cross into Jenin 
to shop for food, electrical 
appliances and furniture, 
the number of Palestinians 
with jobs in Israel — offi- 
cially about 50,000 — is the 
same. 

Mr. Arafat has also tried 
to assure voters he is demo- 
cratic. urging crowds who 
greeted him Sunday in 
newly autonomous Qal- 
qilya “not to vote for Yas- 


ser Arafat, vote for. .the 
best." 

But concerns about auto- 
cratic rule have been rein- 
forced by acts like the Dec. 
26 arrest of Maher AI Ala- 
mi, an editor and columnist 
of AI Quds daily. AI Ala- 
mi, who was freed Satur- 
day, said be was detained 
after a laudatory stoiy that 
Mr. Arafat wanted on the 
front page appeared inside. 

A member of Hamas 
movement said the ministry 
of religious affairs has 
ordered preachers to re- 
frain from attacking the 
Palestinian Authority and 
the Israel-PLO peace 
agreement in their Friday 
sermons and to talk posi- 
tive about the elections. 

Some Palestinians are 
also appalled at the sums 
that have been spent on 
preparations for Mr. Ara- 
fat’s visits to newly auton- 
omous areas. 

Palestinian sources said 
the Nablus municipality 
spent tens of thousands of 
dollars to deck out the 
town with Mr. Arafat’s pic- 
tures, flags and banners 
and repair the stairs that 
Mr. Arafat used to mount a 
podium. 

“This all came from our 
pockets,” said Abu bn ad, a 
parking lot owner- “We 
thought the Palestinian Au- 
thority will feed us- Turns 
out we’re feeding it-" 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


14:30 


15:00 

Bin Nve the Science Guv 

15J0 


16.-M 


The 

Adtcnmm the Black 


Stallion 

16:30 


I7H» 


1MW 


19:15 


Maii*a£inc — Spent El Miisksuc 

19:30 


19-JO 


20-.C0 


| Due — The Nature of Thm« 

2ft 25 

The Bold and the Beautiful 

21:10 

Star Trek 

22:00 

Ncw> m English 

22:25 


23:00 


The Nutcracker — A Fjnldsv on 


loc 

00:30 


Comedy — Grace Under Fire 


PRAYER TIMES 

05:06 

Fajt 

66 J9 


11:36 


t4:3v 


1 16:43 

Maghreb 

ISrCS 



CHURCHES 

Si. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfleh. Tel. 810740 


Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
A33785. 

Si. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Aamtoduioa Tel. 

De u Salle Church Td. 661757 
Terrasaoctt Church Tel: 622366 
Chnrcb of (he Anmmdatioo Td. 

623541. 

Anglkxo Church Td. 652826. 
Armenian CsiboBc Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 

652526. 

Evmgettcal Lutheran Church Tel: 
K2432S. 

Gmnan-cpeaMsff Erangrifcal Con- 

Krrgatiou Tel. $45457 

The Latter-Da} Saints Td. 654932 

Church of Nazwtne Tc 1.675691. 

The Eiugrifcxl Local Church in 

Amman 

Tel 8| 1295 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

A cold mass will be affecting (he 
Kingdom starting tomorrow. A 
tangible drop in temperatures is 
expected with rains in the northern 
pans. In Aqaba, it will be partly 
doudy and seas calm. Wins will he 
northwesterly active. 

Min. -'Mas. lemp. 

Amman 5/12 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Aqaba 10/21 

Deserts 4 / 13 

Jordan Vaiky 10/21 

Yesterday s high temperatures: 
Amman 12 Aqaba 23. Humidity 
readings'. Amman 3? per cent. 
Aqaba yt per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Bassam Karadshch 7SO200 

Dr. Mukhlcs Halasah 819220 

Dr. Munlhct At Oraini 779959 

Dr. Abdul Wohub A«ad ... 846070 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Najroukh pharmacy 623672 

AJ Salam pharmacy 6367J0 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Sbmcbani pharmacy 637660 

Nairnujh pharmacy 623072 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. AhmadQami 281741 

AS Quds pharmacy 1^) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Raiib A tallah 984424 


Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Fbod Control Centre 637111 

Ctvil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871)1 

Telephone Information 

{directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Cans 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .... 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 J j 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Ouccn Alia Inti, Airport 08-53200 


hospitals 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
KJialidi Maternity. J. Arm) 

644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcuani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahii. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
AI-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Array, SMarka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 60224/V50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 86S199 

ZARQA; 

Zarqa Go*l. Hospital (091983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

„ ■ (09/900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09I9S6732 

Al Hikraa Modem Hospital (09)990900 

IRBU): 

Pnncen Bajnu Hrepital (021275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital lfflV272275 
Ihn AI Nafccs Hospital (CC1247100 

AQABA: 

Princcss Haya Hospital (03)3141 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied bv 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

** Jeddah (RJ) 

Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

10:18 Lamaca(RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam (Rjj 

*£45 Istanbul (RJ) 

17; W Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 

18;08 Brussels. Paris (RJ) 

i&W Madrid. Geneva (Rj> 

18:15 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

18:25 ■— London. Berlin (RJ) 

Rome (Rj) 

Srn Aqaba (RJ) 

23:28 Beirut (RJ) 

W Cairo (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

80:50 Cairo (MS) 

18:30 Jeddah (SV) 

12:15 ... Karachi. Abu Dhabi f PK) 

gs « 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

22:05 Lamaca (CYl 

Athens (OA) 

23:15 Amsterdam (KL) 

23:59 London (BA) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

00:45 Istanbul. Rome (RJ) 

10:15 Amsterdam. New York ( RJ) 

11:00 Berlin. London (RJ) 

11:25 Tunb. Casablanca (RJ) 

I 1 ** Istanbul (RJ) 

10:30 Colombo (RJ) 

20:05 Riyadh, Dharhan (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

*2 New Delhi (RJt 

21:00 Cairo (RJ) 

21:10 Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

21:15 Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

*-= 4S Sanaa (Rj) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Cairo (MSI 

12:00 Jeddah (SV) 

‘f- 5 ■■■ Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

l?! 20 Shariqah (AH) 

21:00 Sanaa (IY1 

5*5 Aden (D Yl 

2 '- S0 Lamaca (CY) 


St: 15 A®®* 1 *®,*. 

046 Athens (OA, 

HIJAZ RAILWAY 
THAW 

Dtp. Amm ... 8J0aJn.croy 
An-. Dimwit S.-06pjn. wtfy Mong; 
Dtp. Damascus 

Ait. Amn .... «np* e ^ Sw,dl,T . 

MARKET 

Uppcr/ktwcr prim fir® Pf* ^ 

Atrale • 7W50Q 

Banana - tSJ 

Banana (Mukanunar) — 

Banana (imported) 

asr-=iag 

Cauliflower • 

SSffi 5g 

Grape Font * 

Lemon 

Onion (green) — HO/ 150 

Onion (dry) -“SSWOO 

Ontifg “"tfn/iaa 

Pcppcribol) - *5^,80 

Pepper (sweet) - ]g0 

AWO 

If’” 1 * "‘‘5)0/400 

TST 
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icess Basma receives delegation 
Arab women pre-school educators 


r- 


(Petra) — Her 
Highness Princess 
Tuesday received a 
ition representing 
women pre-school 
in Kufr Yasifin the 
lee area. 

Princess praised their 
in the improvment of 
l educational conditions 
^women and children. 
Basma also 
JeViewed services provided 
non-goveramental 
■ organisations (NGOs) for 
women and children, not- 
ing in particular the experi- 
I Liapces of the Jordanian 
women committees in the 
various governorates. 

Princess said the 
i*xperiences of women's 
-committees provided the 


f^cfficess 


basis for the establishment 
of the recently-declared 
Jordanian Nad oral Forum 
for Women. 

Princess Basma reviewed 
achievements of the 
National Jordanian Com- 
mittee for Women T s Affairs, 
and said the committee is 
guided by the national strat- 
egy for women, which 
embodies women's ambi- 
tions and priorities. 

Chairperson of the Arab 
Women Pre-school Teach- 
ers society, Han an Khouri, 
reviewed the objectives of 

the society, saying it aims 
to improve the performance 
of Arab women educators 
in carrying out community- 
based educational and cul- 
tural activities. 
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Farhan re-elected Islamic Action Front 
secretary general for next two years 
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By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Izbaq Farhan, 
the secretary general of the 
Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
the political arm of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, was 
Monday re-elected by the 
Shura council for another 
two years. 

Mr. Farhan, was the only 
candidate for the post, re- 
elected by acclamation, an 
IAF member told the Jor- 
dan limes . 

Also elected on Monday 
were 16 members to the 
executive council. 

‘There was no lobbying 
before the election," said 
Nael Zeidair, who was 
elected himself to the new 
executive council. 

Dr. Zeidan described Dn 
Farhan and the new 16- 
member councilmen as 
“rational and practical." 

Although all IAF mem- 
bers reject the peace treaty 


with Israel and normalisa- 
tion of relations with the 
Jewish state, analysts note, 
the IAF has two groups: the 
hawks, who according to an 
IAF member, have no 
respect for “red lines” and 
have “unreasonable 
demands,” and the doves 
who are practical and 
objective, and who act 
more like mediators. 

The hawks, according to 
the source, who did not 
wish to be identified, 
demand the withdrawal of 
the the 16 IAF deputies 
from the parliament in an 
expression of opposition to 
the peace treaty and nor- 
malisation with Israel. 

They also demand that 
the government lift its hand 
off any political activity by 
the opposition, such as ral- 
lies and gatherings, the 
source said. 

He described the winning 
=rof toe^ doves as reflecting 
the stability of the part) 1 . 


During Monday elec- 
tions, 93 out of the 120 IAF 
Shura council members 
attended. 

Thirteen members, 
according to Dr. Zeidan, 
were performing Umra, the 
small pilgrimage, and 10 
were absent without 
excuse. 

Dr. Zeidan dismissed the 
idea that the absence of the 
ten members from an 
“important meeting” was a 
form of objection or rejec- 
tion of the already expected 
results. 

Mr. Farhan has served as 
secretary general of the IAF 
since 1992. 

The new council will 
plan to expand its grass- 
roots members through 
opening new branches in 
different areas of the King- 
dom, as well as campaign- 
ing against corruption, 
poverty and unemploy- 
ment, an IAF source told 
the Jordan Times. 



Rainfall is expected 

AMMAN (Petra) — The country will be affected by a relatively warm and wet air mass 
ahead of a cold low pressure system now centred over Greece, leading to rainfall today 
in various parts of Jordan, according to meteorology department sources. The sources 
said the low pressure system, which is accompanied by a cold air mass will start affect- 
ing the country on Thursday and Friday causing a gradual drop in temperatures and 
heavy rainfall in various parts of the Kingdom. 

Jordan, Japan exchange postal transfers 

.•VMM. AN (Petra) — The government- has endorsed an agreement concluded between the 
Ministries of Post and Communications in Jordan and Japan. Under the agreement both 
ministries will exchange postal financial transfers. Jordanian post offices will accept 
financial transfers to Japan at a maximum of JD 280 for each postal transfer. The Japan- 
ese post authorities will accept financial transfers to Jordan at a maximum of $5,000, 
also for each transfer. 

British team arrives for trade talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — A 10-member British trade delegation arrives here on Wednesday, 
Jan. 10 on a four-day visit to Jordan. The delegation, representing the Thames Valley 
Chamber of Commerce will hold talks with their Jordanian counterparts on investment 
opportunities and widening scopes of commercial exchange between Jordan and Britain. 


Audit Bureau reports on ‘94 expenditures 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Audit Bureau's 1994 report 
discovered 111 cases of fraud 
in public and private offices 
and registered 2,750 viola- 
tions of laws, regulations 
and circulars in its presen- 
tation Tuesday of its report 
to the Lower House of Par- 
liament 

The Audit Bureau acts as 
a watchdog over public and 
government office expend!- ' 
tures. Its report was 
referred by the House to its 
financial committee to sum 
□p financial activities in 
1994. 

The report, which was 
submined by its chief. Abed 
Kharabsbeh also noted that 
more than 39 per cent of the 
total number of violations 


were related to financial 
regulations. 

According to the report, 
capital expenditures during 
1994 amounted to JD 358.2 
million, accounting for 24.2 
per cent of total expendi- 
tures. 

The report sad the figure 
registered JD 40 million 
less than the amount esti- 
mated at the beginning of 
1994. 

This, the report noted, 
reflects delays by public 
and government offices in 
implementing development 
projects. 

The report also pointed 
out that during 1994 the 
Audit Bureau was able to 
save JD 7,238,997 through 
controlling government 


offices 7 financial manage- 
ment. According to the 
report, 74 per cent of the 
savings were made through 
the bureau’s control and 
supervision of four depart- 
ments: the Income Tax 
Department, the Greater 
Amman Municipality, the 
Ministry of Finance and the 
department of customs. 

The report noted that 
despite violations, the Jor- 
danian economy during 
1994 achieved a rate of 
growth exceeding the esti- 
mates of the economic 
reform progr amm e in most 
sectors. It added that gross 
domestic product estimates 
have continued their 
upward trend. 

The report said the gov- 


ernment has pursued efforts 
to stabilise prices, reduce 
the rates of unemployment, 
stabilise the rate of 
exchange in the Jordanian 
dinar and that it has adopted 
measures to ensure self- 
reliance and to increase 
exports. 

The report called on the 
government to support the 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) air- 
line and help restructure its 
operations. It also called on 
the Civil Service Consumer 
Corporation and the Indus- 
trial Development Bank to 
take appropriate measures 
to ensure better and more 
effective handling of public 
funds. 

The report also pointed 
out that the performance of 


the Ministry of Education 
was estimated at 76.4 per 
cent of its expected overall 
operational performance, 
that of the Ministry of Pub- 
lic Works at 67.5 per cent, 
the Jordan Valley Authority 
at 39.6 per cent and the 
Water Authority at 81 per 
cent. 

The report pointed out 
that a significant amount of 
allocations for government 
projects had not been 
utilised. 

Once the financial com- 
mittee has studied the 
report, it will prepare rec- 
ommendations to be sub- 
mitted to the House and the 
government. 


Singapore 
visitors 
meet with 
House 
speaker 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
visiting head of the Arab 
and Islamic Cultural 
Centre in Singapore, 
Taher Ben Mohammad 
Ben Issa Haddad and the 
mufti of Singapore, 
Abdul Maksoud Fans 
met with speakers of the 
Lower and Upper Hous- 
es of Parliament to dis- 
cuss cultural and Islamic 
research affairs. 

The two visitors 
briefed the Speaker of 
the Lower House Sa’ed 
Hayel Srour on the cen- 
tre’s activities and objec- 
tives. 

They also discussed 
fijtui&,cooperation issues 
between similar centres 
in- Arab and Islamic 
countries. 

Mr. Srour said he 
appreciated the centre’s 
efforts and called for 
continued support from 
Arab and Islamic coun- 
tries to help the centre 
pursue its objectives. 

Mr. Haddad was later 
received by the Speaker 
of the Senate Ahmad 
Lawzi and discussed 
Islamic culture in south 
east Asia in general and 
Singapore in particular. 

The Singapore delega- 
tion also Tuesday visited 
the University of Jordan 
and met with the dean of 
the Sharia Faculty, Dr. 
Mahmoud Sartawi, who 
outlined the faculty’s 
evolution and its role to 
serve Jordanian and 
Islamic comm unini ties 
abroad. 

Mr. Sartawi outlined 
the faculty’s future plans 
and programmes for the 
promotion of Islamic 
culture abroad. 
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A FAVOURED VIEW: A tourist rests on the stone edge of Jabal Al Qala’a to take in the sight of one of 
Amman's favourite viewing points (Photo by Yousef A I ‘Allan) 


Bay 5 at Al Imam defendants accept 
appointment of defence attorneys 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A group of 13 people 
accused of sabotage Tuesday accepted 
the decision of the State Security 
Court to appoint seven attorneys to 
represent them in court after their trial 
was postponed indefinitely in October 
because of their refusal to appoint 
attorneys to defend them, a judicial 
source told the Jordan Tunes. 

Vice President of the Jordan Bar 
Association (JBA) Ziad Khasawneh 
told reporters shortly after meeting 
with the State Security Court tribunal 
that the defendants accepted to have 
the seven attorneys defend them in the 
case. 

“We discussed the matter with the 
court and the defendants, and in the 
end the defendants agreed to cooper- 
ate with us,” Mr. Khasawneh, one of 
the seven appointed attorneys, said. 

Some of die group members, known 
as Bay’ at Al Imam (pledge of alle- 
giance), had repeatedly rejected the 
appointment attorneys to deft." 4 them 
in -the past two months, charging that 
the attorneys were atheists and that 


they did not believe in the court's jus- 
tice system. 

The group, who were dismissed 
twice from the court room for inter- 
rupting the session, said they would 
defend themselves or God would 
decide their fate. 

According to sources, the group fol- 
lowers believe only themselves to be 
the ‘true followers’ of the Islamic faith 
and do not attend mosque prayers or 
schools because they reject the sys- 
tem. 

According to Mr. Khasawneh the 
remaining six attorneys appointed by 
the (JBA) include Na’eem Marian i, 
Faisal Batayneh, Ahmad Al Sheikh, 
Salem Hiyasat, Adrian Rashdan, 
Mazin Irsheidat and S amir Kharfan. 

They are charged with slander 
against King Hussein and illegal pos- 
session and manufacturing of explo- 
sive materials. If convicted, some of 
the 13 group members might face the 
death penalty. 

The court set Jan. 24 as a new date 
to hear the case and to allow the seven 
newly appointed lawyers time to 
review and study the case. 


Security Court today hears 
C1D attack case 

Meanwhile, the State Security Court 
today will start hearing the case of six 
people accused of attacking the office 
of the Central Intelligence Department 
(C1D) at Baqa'a refugee camp in 
December of 1994. 

Five of the defendants allegedly 
went to Baqa’a camp on Dec. 26, 
1994 and showered the C1D building 
with bullets from a machine gun injur- 
ing one person then fled the scene. 
The sixth defendant was apprehended 
by the authorities three days before 
the incident occurred. 

According to the state prosecutor 
general’s charge sheet, the defendants 
are charged with the assault and the 
intent to block the appropriate author- 
ities (CID) from exercising its duties 
in accordance with the Constitution 
and the distribution of pamphlets slan- 
dering the King. 

The charge sheet said that the sus- 
pects started their illegal activities in 
April of 1994 and plotted to cany 
extremist attacks on tourist and securi- 
ty departments in the Kingdom. 


NAF allocates JD l£i.8m for the needy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
National Aid Fund (NAF) 
which cares for the needy 
in Jordan has allocated JD 
15.8 million this year for the 
assistance of the needy. 

Allocations made last 
year were JD 1 million less 
than this year’s. 

NAF Director General 
Faraj Hashem was quoted 
as saying by Al Dustour 
daily Tuesday that the 
increase of the allocations 
for 1996 aims to offer assis- 
tance to a greater number of 


needy people in the coun- 
try, either in recurrent 
monthly financial assis- 
tance or. through the financ- 
ing of businesses taken up 
by the heads of needy fam- 
ilies. 

According to Mr. 
Hashem, toe NAF will 
direct its attention to 
encouraging able-bodied 
needy persons to take voca- 
tional training courses 
before obtaining long term 
soft loans from toe NAF to 
start small businesses. 


He said toe NAF will give 
more attention to such 
income-generating schemes 
to gradually move away 
from offering monthly pay- 
ments. 

The NAF will, however, 
continue to offer monthly 
aid to toe needy but will 
monitor their conditions 
and will stop toe aid once 
toe family members have 
started earning a living, 
according to Mr. Hashem. 

He estimated that this 
year’s JD 1.8 million will 


finance vocational training 
and small businesses, and 
.the rest will be given in toe 
foim of direct financial aid 
to toe poor. 

According to Mr. 
Hashem, toe NAF allocated 
and distributed JD 400,000 
to poor and handicapped 
children during 1995, which 
was double toe sum spent 
on them in 1994. 


Nadim Sawalha to bring history to the Amman stage 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
time is 1170 AD. The 
place: Shayzar Castle, 

Syria. 

The theme is a historical 
account of toe eleventh 
century figure, Ousama Ibn 
Munqith, warrior, poet, 
diplomat 

It is one of those rare 
opportunities when expatri- 
ate artists bring their art to 
toe Arab World. 

A good thing, too, for 
both artists and audience; a 
chance for refreshing out- 
looks and self-evaluation. 

The artist is no unknown. 
Nadim Sawalha, brother of 
one half of the infamous 
pair who make up toe Nabil 
and H3sham duo, Nabil 
Sawalha, brings his theatre 
all toe way from London. 

The play, entitled, 
Ousama— A Muslim Noble- 
man's View of the Cru- 
sades? is based on the mem- 
oirs of this literary and his- 
torical figure, and accord- 
ing to the play's pro- 
gramme, is a description of 
an “unstable, brutal, and 
exciting” world of battles 
and behaviour. 

Ousama ' s descriptions, 
the programme continues to 
say, of “bizarre Frankish 
behaviour reflect ironically 
enough those contemporary 
situations in which nations 
still confront one another 
with incomprehension 
across what appears to be 
an impassable divide.” 

Sounds promising. A his- 



torical play that reflects a 
political parallel to today's 
world, displaying, again, 
according to toe pro- 
gramme, “amusement” 
rather than “acrimony,” in 
its depiction of toe invading 
Franks. 

Nadim Sawalha who 
plays toe role of Ousama. 
studied drama in toe U.K. 
and has worked as an actor, 
radio producer and 
scriptwriter for toe BBC 
Overseas Service. 

He has acted at the Royal 
Court and Royal National 


Theatres in London. He 
recently played Vladimir in 
Waiting for Godot , trans- 
posing toe setting all toe 
way to toe Egyptian desert 

Nadim Sawalha is also 
father to two well-known 
actresses, Julia and Nadia 
Sawalha. 

Ousama is directed by 
Corin Redgrave, actor, pro- 
ducer, director and brother 
of toe well-known sisters 
Lynn and Vanessa. 

He recently appeared in 
the film. Four Weddings 
and A Funeral. 


Ousama is written by 
Sara Salih, whose father, 
Tayib Salih is a well-known 
writer. She is an academic 
who combines her career 
with writing fiction. 

What else to expect of 
this rich combination of 
writers, directors and 
actors, remains to be seen. 
Onstage. At the Nabil and 
Hisbam Theatre, Rainbow 
Street, Jan 6 and 7. 

The play is.of course, in 
English. 
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Pakistan offers reward for 


capture of MQM militant 


KARACHI (AFP) — 
Authorities are offering five 
million rupees ($142,857) 
as a reward for information 
leading to the capture of a 
powerful militant of the eth- 
nic Mobajir Qaumi 
Movement (MQM). offi- 
cials said. 

Officials are seeking the 
arrest of Naeem Sharri. 
believed to be an MQM 
militant, who has more than 
60 counts of terrorism regis- 
tered against him. including 
the massacre of 15 people in 
one house late last year. 

The reward offer comes 
hours after Mr. Sham was 


identified by witnesses as 
the man who masterminded 
Monday’s attacks which left 
17 dead around the troubled 
city. Four MQM militants 
were killed by police in a 
gunbattie Tuesday. 

Gunmen kidnapped a 
number of people late 
Sunday, but released all 
civilians. An army captain, 
a paramilitary officer of the 
same rank and two police- 
men. who were kidnapped 
in the same area, were 
found tortured and dead 
Monday morning. 

Officials said a civilian 
who was released by the 


kidnappers identified a pho- 
tograph of Ml Sharri as one 
of the assailants. Another 
man also identified by the 
same witness was killed in a 
gunbattie with police 
Monday evening. 

Police said Mr. Sharri is 
believed to be in his mid- 
20s and warned that he is 
armed and dangerous, 
adding that he has escaped 
security dragnets several 
times. Officials said be is 
the MQM’s top militant 
ladder 

More than 500 MQM mil- 
itants have been arrested or 
killed in the past six 


months, officials said 

The MQM represents 
Urdu-speaking migrants 
from India after partition of 
the subcontinent in 1947, 
and has been at loggerheads 
with the government for 
more than 18 months. 

The government of Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto 
holds the MQM responsible 
for much of the violence 
that left nearly 1,800 dead 
last year. The MQM denies 
the charges and says its sup- 
porters are being victimised 
by the state. 



Relatives of injured gather In an emergency room in a hospital after the exchange of 


fire in western Karachi (AFP photo) 


Arms-drop suspect informed 


authorities, says daily 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
key suspect involved in the 
air-dropping of crates of 
weapons from a Russian- 
made plane in eastern India 
had allegedly informed 
British authorities about the 
deal at the last minute, a 
daily said Tuesday. 

Peter Bleach allegedly 
informed the police special 
branch through a British- 
based firm about the artns- 
■ drop when he realised the 
deal was “of a fishy nature 
and meant for illegal activi- 
ties,” the Times of India 
newspaper said. 

Hie daily quoted officials 
from the Central Bureau of 
Intelligence (CBI), the 
Indian government's pre- 
mier detective agency, as 
saying that Mr. Bleach, a 
Briton, got the go-ahead 
from' the special branch ' 
which said “necessary 
action would be taken at the 
right time.” 

Mr. Bleach told CBI offi- 
cials that he wanted to 


‘cheat the party without 
nga 

myself," the Times report 


"causing any financial loss to 


from the eastern city of 
Calcutta said, adding that 
the move was probably an 
1 Ith-hour attempt for 
immunity. 


CBI officials said the 
British special branch alert- 
ed Indian authorities about 
the arms-drop, mentioning 
two possible sites in the 
eastern state of Bihar. 

Mr. Bleach and five 
Latvians have been held for 
air-dropping 300 assault 
rifles. 81 anti-tank gre- 
nades. and 20,000 rounds of 
ammunition estimated to be 
worth $10 million on Dec. 
17 in West Bengal state, of 
which Calcutta is capital. 

The six are charged with 
sedition, which carries the 
death sentence. The owner 
of the AN-26 plane, a New 
Zealander, however man- 
aged to escape after two 
Indian MiG fighters forced 
the crew to land in Bombay 
on Dec. 22 while en route to 
the Pakistani city of 
Karachi. 

The Times said Mr. 
Bleach had demanded an 
additional $75,000 after 
“sensing the illegal nature 
of the deal." to the $50,000 
paid in advance after the 
deal was finalised in 
Copenhagen in September 
with a certain Peter 
Haestup. 

The newspaper gave no 
details about Mr. Haestup 
but said Mr. Bleach, a for- 


mer defence services offi- 
cer, had earlier allegedly 
helped the British newspa- 
per News of the World with 
an expose on hew the Irish 
Republican Army acquired 
AK-47 rifles. 

The CBI claims to have 
seized photographs from 
the AN-26 crew identifying 
the drop zone as a white 
bungalow belonging to a 
secretive Hindu sect called 
Aranda Marg (happy path) 
in the west Bengal district 
of Purulia. 

The group had denied 
involvement but an uniden- 
tified senior home ministry 
official in New Delhi told 
the daily that the group was 
still under suspicion. “They 
were not the end-users but 
we believe they were the 
first recipients," he said. 

Indian authorities, who 
have not been able to identi- 
fy the recipient of the arms, 
say the weapons were main- 
ly bought from Bulgaria and 
that the transporter mainly 
flew to Phuket in Thailand. 
and then -criss-crossed 1 
Indian airspace. 

Home Minister 

"hankarrao Chavan has 
accused India’s arch-rival 
Pakistan of organising the 
baffling air-drop. 


China steps up anti-Patten 


campaign — report 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
China is to step up pressure 
for Hong Kong Governor 
Chris Patten to be moved 
when British Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind 
visits Beijing next week, a 
newspaper report said 
Tuesday. 

The newspaper quoted 
unidentified sources in 
Beijing as saying that China 
wanted Mr. Patten's contin- 
ued presence in Hong Kong 
to be discussed during Mr. 
Rifldnd’s visit, which starts 
Jan. 9. 

The Chinese government 
has regularly attacked Mr. 
Patten since he introduced 
political reforms to increase 
democracy. But the British 
government has always 
defended the former chair- 
man of the ruling 
Conservative Parry and Mr. 
Patten insists he will stay 
until Hong Kong is handed 


back to China on July 1, 
1997. 

The sources said China 
wanted Mr. Patten out of 
Hong Kong before the end 
of 1996. 

Beijing was reportedly 
angered again by recent 
remarks, attributed to Mr. 
Patten, who is currently on 
holiday in the Philippines, 
that the economy in Hong 
Kong could worsen, caus- 
ing greater damage to China 
than Britain. 

Chinese leaders reported- 
ly fear that Mr. Patten might 
sabotage plans for a series 
of confidence-building 
measures in the lead-up to 
1997. 

The Standard said Beijing 
has set aside $20 billion to 
be pumped into Hong Kong 
should the economy go 
sour. 

Beijing has already said it 
sees no role for the gover- 


nor in the handover in 18 
months. 

The British Foreign 
Office rejected suggestions 
the issue would be raised 
during Mr. Rifidod’s visit as 
“nonsense” and said Beijing 
had made no such request, 
the Standard reported. 

There were similar reports 
last year after Mr. Patten 
went ahead with his democ- 
ratic reforms after two years 
of wrangling with Beijing. 

Lu Ping, director of the 
Hong Kong and Macau 
affairs office of the Chinese 
state council, told Xinhua 
news agency Monday that 
Britain had indicated that it 
warned to cooperate over 
the handover of Hong Kong 
was “a good sign. We wel- 
come this move." 

But he added, “we hope 
that this commitment will 
not be restricted to words, 
but put into practice." 


More than 40 per cent of youth 
want out before China takes over 


HONG KONG (AFPt — Forty-three per 
cent of Hong Kong youth say they would 
like to emigrate before this British colony is 
returned to China on July 1. 1997, accord- 
ing to a survey reported Tuesday. 

In the telephone survey of 1,660 people 
aged between 15 and 24. by tile Chinese 
University’s Hong Kong Institute of Asia- 
Pacific Studies, the 43 per cent who would 
move away or wanted to leave but were 
unable to said they were worried about loss 
of freedom and human rights, difficulty 
finding work, a dete- 
rioration in law and 
order and an increase 
in corruption. 

While half the 
respondents said they 
thought Hong Kong 
would be little 
changed after 1997. 

20 per cent said the 
territory would be a 
less pleasant place in 
which to live. 

Only 12.9 per cent 



of those questioned said they expected the 
future to be brighter, the survey, reported in 
a local newspaper, showed. 

At a news conference, poll organiser 
Timothy Wong blamed the news media’s 
negative reports on China for what he said 
was a lack of understanding by the youth of 
Hong Kong’s future. 

‘They have learned from the media the 
many problems in China — in its economy 
and political system and human rights,” he 
was quoted as saying. 

“Inevitably they 
will ask themselves 
whether that will 
occur in Hong Kong 
after 1997. They will 
sflTK ~7 I be more worried," he 

mVnffl said * 

lVVimm 1 Almost half of the 
respondents say the 
territory’s prospects 
rest in the hands of 
the Chinese and 
British governments 
instead of their own. 


Mexican 
buses 
crash 
head on, 
killing at 
least 25 


MEXICO CITY (AFP) — 
Two tour buses crashed 
head on a desert road in 
northwestern Mexico near 
the U.S. border, killing at 
least 25 people including 
several children, authori- 
ties reported. 

“We have on uncon- 
firmed 25 killed,” said 
Sonora state Red Cross 
official Aaron Flores. 

‘The buses are in pretty 
bad shape, making the 
retrieval of bodies veiy dif- 
ficult. Until we remove the 
last body we cannot con- 
firm fatality figures." he 
added. 

‘ Other Red Cross officials 
told AFP that the dead 
included six children. 

Some 27 people were 
injured in Monday's pre- 
dawn. bead-on collision on 
a stretch of desen road 
some 20 kilometres south 
of the border with the U.S. 
state of Arizona, the 
Mexican news agency 
Notimex said 

While authorities refused 
to speculate on the causes 
of the accident, the U.S. 
Cable News Network said 


some passengers were 
blaming a bus driver who 
dozed off at the wheel and 
swerved into the oncoming 
lane. 

CNN said police at the 
scene found no skidmarks 
on the highway. 

A manager of the Parque 
Elite tour bus company in 
Sonora said that its bus left 
Mexico City bound for 
Tijuana on Dec. 30 and that 
the driver. Francisco 
Velazquez, had died in the 
crashL 

The other bus, from the 
Transpone del Pacifico 
company, was travelling 
from Tijuana to the central 
city of Guadalajara. 

Notimex reported that 
three of the four drivers 
aboard the two buses were 
killed in the crash, but this 
could not be confirmed. 

Survivors were taken to 
four hospitals in Sonora, in 
the towns of San Luis Rio 
Colorado, Sonoita, 
Caborca and Puerto 
Penasco. Two were taken 
for treatment in Tucson. 
Arizona, said Sergeant 
Michael O’Connor of the 
Pima County sheriff’s 
department in Arizona. 

One severely injured pas- 
senger died as he was being 
rushed to Puerto Penasco, 
Red Cross officials stud. 

Seven injured children 
taken to a local hospital in 
Sonoita “were in stable 
condition and waiting for 
their relatives," the offi- 
cials said. 

Mr. O’Connor said the 
bus crash was the second 
collision Monday on the 
same stretch of highway. A 
Chevrolet Astra crashed 
nearby, killing a woman 
and injuring her husband 
and four children, he said. 

The five family members 
were taken for treatment in 
Phoenix, Arizona. Mr. 
O'Connor added. 


Homeless die of cold 


on the streets of Tokyo 


TOKYO (AFP) — Death 
stalks the homeless hud- 
dling in Tokyo's cold pave- 
ments this winter as their 
numbers continue to rise in 
the world's second richest 


nation. 

In December alone, six 
people died in Shinjuku, 
ore of Tokyo’s richest dis- 
tricts and home to night- 
clubs where thousands 
spend fortunes. 

Three others were found 
dead in the busy Ueno dis- 
trict and six in the impover- 
ished Sanya area, all suc- 
cumbing to a cold wave that 
has hit Japan, a police 
spokesman said. 

But the total number of 
deaths in the metropolis is 
still unknown. The police 
gather only some of the vic- 
tims, sharing the task of tak- 
ing away dead bodies with 
various municipal services. 

“We think that as during 
last year, there will be mote 
than 40 people dying, this 
winter in this district;” a 
police official in Sanya 
said. ■ 

The death of a homeless 
person is a non-event in 
Japan, judging by the cover- 
age in the press and televi- 
sion. Moreover, no overall 
statistics are available for 
the whole of Japan or even 
for Tokyo. 

And this despite the fact 
that more and more home- 
less can be seen in Japanese 
Cities. There are said to be 


between 3,000 and 5,000 in 
Tokyo alone, seeking shel- 
ter in parks, subways and 
under raised expressways 
that criss-cross the city. 

“Some have really noth- 
ing at all: at the most a blan- 
ket or two. 

They even sleep on bare 
earth," says Damien-Pietre 
Lesot, a Frenchman who 
works with charitable 
organisations that undertake 
twice-weekly distribution 
office balls. 

T am shocked at the indif- 
ference towards them in 
such a rich country. At 
times, they attract plain 
contempt,” Mr, Lesot adds. 

Some 430 are to be found 
in Shinjuku district Around 
Ueno station, 270 people 
have settled in a park. 
Another group of 300 to 
400 live on the streets of 
Sanya, from where building 
firms recruit seasonal daily- 
wage workers. 

Among the homeless are 
some who had led the nor- 
mal lives of office workers 
but, due to a divorce or loss 
of a job, have fallen off the 
social ladder. 

“They have been seen 
arriving in a business suit, 
wandering aimlessly around 
the streets for a few days 
before choosing .a pavement 
site to settle down at,” Mr. 
Lesot says. 

As in the rest of the 
Japanese society, there is a 
clear pecking order even 


among the homeless. There 
are those who have nothing 
at all, others who live in a 
tent and yet others who 
boast a cardboard house 
with a radio and sometimes 
even a television, cutlery 
and pieces of furniture. 

These fortunates go to the 
extent of taking off their 
shoes at the door, as is the 
custom in Japan. They keep 
brooms and elaborately 
clean their makeshift 
homes. 

The Tokyo administration 
which is seeking to build a 
vast moving walkway in the 
subway at Shinjuku where 
200 homeless have been liv- 
ing for several years, tried 
this winter to move them to 
a prefabricated .temporary 
shelter in the bay area. 

They were seen offering 
meals, medical care and 
baths, as well as making job 
proposals. But the homeless 
would not bite. Several 
scuffles followed and the 
authorities had to beat a 
retreat for a while. 
However, work is set to 
resume on Jan. 15. 

Kazuaki Kasai, an activist 
who speaks for the home- 
less says: “The way the 
metropolitan government 
has proceeded with the plan 
clearly indicates that what it 
wants to do is not to solve 
homeless people’s problems 
but to get rid of them from 
the Shinjuku area." 


Indonesia quake evacuees 


spend night in tents 


PALU, Indonesia (R) — 
Nearly 400 wooden houses 
and government buildings 
were damaged by a power- 
ful earthquake that rocked 
Indonesia’s Sulawesi 
Island, but there were no 
reports of casualties, offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 
More than 24 hours after the 
quake, details were still 
sketchy. Officials said peo- 
ple evacuated from homes 
were spending a second 
night in tents at high alti- 
tude. 

The number of evacuees 
was not clear but one offi- 
cial said it was “many”. An 
estimated one million peo- 
ple normally live in the area 
shaken by the quake. 

Central Sulawesi governor 
Abdul Aziz Lamadjido said 
information trickling in 
from the affected areas indi- 
cated there were no casual- 
ties from the quake, which 


measured 7.0 on the open- 
ended Richter scaie and 
triggered low tidal waves. 
“The report I have says that 
384 houses were damaged 
while some government 
buildings were cracked " he 
told Reuters in Palu. capital 
of central Sulawesi, some 
1.560 km northeast of 
Jakarta. 

Mr. Lamadjido said vil- 
lagers evacuated to safer 
places Monday feared fur- 
ther tidal waves near their 
houses. 

“They (villagers) are like- 
ly to spend another night in 
tents because experiences 
say tidal waves usually 
reoccur,” he said. “We hope 
nothing will happen 
overnight.” 

An official with the 
Jakarta- based National 
Earthquake Centre said 
Tuesday two major after- 
shocks had jolted the areas 


since the - first tremor. 
“Most people were outside 
their homes when the earth- 
quake struck.” the chief of 
the central Sulawesi police. 
Colonel Hidayat Sumiarso, 
said. 

He said the people of 
Sulawesi were generally 
well prepared for earth- 
quakes. Most houses were 
built on stilts to take the 
impact of minor tremors. 
The quake struck the large 
orchid-shaped island of 
Sulawesi, between Borneo 
and the Moluccas’ spice 
islands, as Indonesians cele- 
brated New Year’s day. 
Indonesia's most famous 
volcanic eruption was in 
1 8S3 when Krakatau, 
between Java and Sumatra, 
exploded, triggering a wave 
that killed more than 36,000 
people. 


China ends 1995 with a 


surge of executions 


BEIJING (AFP) — A surge 
in the number of executions 
at the end of 1995 could 
have seen China set a new 
capital punishment record 
for recent years, observers 
said Tuesday. 

Local newspapers arriv- 
ing in Beijing indicated 
there were at least 44 new 
executions in lute 
December taking the figure 
For the final weeks of the 
year to around 150. 

At least 1,791 people 
were executed in 1994, up 
from 1.419 in 1993. accord- 
ing to Amnesty Inter- 


national, who says the fio- 
ures are probably incom- 
plete because Chinese 
courts are secretive about 
the number of people sen- 
tenced to death. 

Observers said the num- 
ber of executions in 1995 
are likely to have been high- 
er than in 1994, as China 
roughens up its clampdown 
on criminality. 

On Dec. 29. Haikou 
Intermediate Court in the 
southern island of Hainan 
sentenced 22 robbers and 
murderers to death. Three 
of the sentences were sus- 


pended, the Hainan daily 
said. 

It was not known if the 
death sentences had been 
earned out but often the 
execution with a bullet in 
the neck is finished soon 
after the trial. 

In Changsha, capital of 
the southern province of 
Hunan, the Intermediate 
Court ordered the execution 
of 12 people for various 
crimes on Dec. 28, the 
Hunan daily said. It added 
that the same court gave 
terms of more than five 
years to 1 09 other people. 


China said to have 
one million drug 
addicts 


BEUING (R) — The num- 
ber of drug addicts in 
China is rising rapidly and 
is estimated by, experts to 
have reached one million, 
more than double the num- 
ber of addicts who ate reg- 
istered, a researcher has 
said, “the number of drug 
addicts has risen by 

100.000 a year since 
1993,” Sun Baochen, of the 
Economics Institute of the 
Chinese Academy Of 
Social Sciences, said by 
telephone. “In 1993 there 
were 170,000 registered 
drug addicts, in 1994 

270.000 and in 1995 
380,000," be said. “Experts 
estimate the real figure at 
one million,” Mr. Son said. 
“Before, the most popular 
drug was opium. Now an 
increasing amount of hero- 
in is consumed.” he said. 
One gramme of heroin sold 
for 300-500 yuan ($38- 
63.5) in Beijing, Me. Sun 
added. Drug trafficking 
bad spread from southwest 
China, which borders the 
golden triangle opium 
growing region, to the 
north. In recent cases, 
drugs had been smuggled 
through China to the for- 
mer Soviet Union and 
Japan, Mr. Sun said. Local 
governments in China’s 
Yunnan and Guangri 
provinces have sent experts 
to the golden triangle coon- 
tries, Laos, Burma and 
Vietnam, to plant cash 
crops on drug-growing 
land and help end the culti- 
vation, the Guangmiog 
Daily said Fanners in one 
area could earn 2,300 yuan 
($277) per 0.16 acre from 
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growing tea and . 2,000 


yuan ($241) per 0.16 acre 
from growing tobacco, 
compared with 12200 yuan 
($145) from growing 
opium, the newspaper said 
..From 1991 to September 
1995, China dealt' with 
'£25,000 drugs . cases, 
arrested 189,000 criminals, 
seized 15.8 tonnes of hero- 
in, 10.6 tonnes of opium, 
3.4 tonnes of marijuana 
and 2.3 tonnes of ampheta- 
mines, official figures 
show. In a two-month cam- 
paign in mid- 1995, 101 
criminals were executed 
for drug trafficking. The 
death penalty is given to 
anyone caught with more 
than 1,000 grammes of 
opium or 50 grammes of 
heroin, official reports say. 
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Warning on soda 
machines 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 

Warning: That soda vend- 
ing machine you just fed 
with money could kill you. 

That is the jist of a new 
label now appearing on the 
estimated 1.7. million soda 
vending machines in the 
United Sates — all thanks 
to a campaign waged by 
the U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission 

(CPSC). Though hardly 
comparable to, say, traffic 
accidents, the CPSC notes 
that 37 people have been 
killed and 113 injured in 
soda machine mishaps 
since 1978. In 1995, two 
people were smashed to 
death by the heavy 
machines, the agency said. 

Often, people are injured 
by the soda dispensing 
hulks — some of them in 
the one-tonne range — 
while trying to tip them 
over in order to steal 
money or get a free drink. 
“Sometimes a simple 
warning can be the differ* 
ence between taking action 
or not taking action,” said 
CPSC spokeswoman Kate 
Premo. She added that all 
machines should cany the 
labels after the U-S. manu- 
facturers of the devices 
agreed to the program^ ^ 

several weeks ago-T* 1 ® f 
vending machine industry 
has decided to comply Wltft Vv,-';. 
the voluntary proS ramff jf’ j . - 

but Larry Eils of 
National Auiommm 
Merchandising Ass 00300 ** 
said warning labels am n ° l 
the answer. ‘If a P^ 00 5 
going to tip it over, no 
warning label is gomg t 
stop them” Mr. Eils said. 
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South African President Nelson Mandela smiles as he opens the annual New Year Coon Festival in Cape Town. 
The Coon Carnival celebrates its 99th year (AFP photo) 

Chun feasts but faces corruption charges 


SEOUL (AFP) — Jailed 
former South Korean 
President Chun Doo-Hwan 
ate a hearty meal Tuesday 
after ending a hunger strike 
but his recovery will speed 
up the filing of corruption 
charges, prosecutors said. 

Mr. Chun started to eat 
solid food for the first time 
since he began fasting on 
Dec. 3 to protest his inno- 
cence on charges of master- 
minding a mutiny related to 
a 1979 military coup. 

Mr. Chun ate boiled 
— mushrooms, shredded beef 
cooked in soy sauce and 
rice porridge, doctors at the 
Police Hospital said. They 
added that be was also 
being fed intravenously. . 

Mr. Cbun ended his 
protest after he lost con- 
sciousness last Friday, the 


27th day of the hunger 
strike. 

His recovery has prompt- 
ed prosecutors to step up 
their investigation and 
resume questioning in hos- 
pital. 

Prosecutors said corrup- 
tion charges would be 
added to Mr. Chun’s list in 
the middle of January over a 
slush fund built up while in 
office from 1980 to 1988. 

Saturday, investigators 
said they had traced $133 
million in an account 
opened at the Korea 
Investment Trust Co. 

The account was opened 
in October 1983 in the name 
of the Presidential Security 
Service and closed down 
when the scandal over a 
slush fund raised by bis suc- 
cessor Roh Tae-Woo erupt- 


ed in October last year. 

The prosecution will also 
indict about 12 of 80 people 
involved in the coup and the 
1980 massacre of some 200 
pro-democracy protestors in 
Kwangju, state radio KBS 
said. 

Mr. Roh, who succeeded 
Mr. Chun as president in 
1988 and was Mr. Chun's 
coup colleague, is also in 
jail, charged with raising 
some $650 milli on in covert 
financing and assisting Mr. 
Chun in the 1979 coup. 

Mr. Chun and Mr. Roh are 
expected to be sentenced 
around May, news reports 
said. Mr. Chun could face a 
death sentence as the mas- 
termind of a military mutiny 
and Ml Roh a life sentence. 

The jailing of the two gen- 
eral-turned-presidents was a 


startling about-face for 
President Kim Young-Sam, 
who ended decades in oppo- 
sition in 1990 and formed a 
political alliance with the 
two military-backed lead- 
ers. 

Mr. Kim's aides said the 
reversal bad not been 
planned. They added that 
revelations about Mr. Rob’s 
slush fund persuaded the 
president to sever ties with 
his immediate predecessors. 

The ruling camp tried to 
ruin Kim Young-Sam’s 
archrival and opposition 
leader Kim Dae-Jung by 
linking him to Mr. Roh's 
slush fund, but its bid got 
nowhere, as Mr. Roh keeps 
silent over his financial 
backing for politicians. 


Britain says IRA killings 
put peace at risk 


BELFAST (R) — Britain 
said Tuesday that Northern 
Ireland’s fragile peace 
process was being eroded 
by a spate of vigilante-style 
murders blamed on Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
gunmen. 

After a man was fatally 
wounded * Sunday night in 
Northern Ireland in what 
appeared to be the fifth such 
incident in a guerrilla cam- 
paign against chugs, the 
British government cast 
doubt on the democratic 
credentials of Sinn Fein, the 
IRA's political wing, which 
wants direct peace 
with London. 

“Only parties who are 
’committed to peaceful and 
democratic methods can 
expect to sit down and 
negotiate about the future of 
Northern Ireland,” the 
Northern Ireland secretary. 
Sir Patrick Mayhew, told 
BBC Television. 

Mr. Maybew, who has 
British cabinet rank, said 
Sinn Fein was “inextricably 


linked" to the IRA guerril- 
las, adding there was no jus- 
tification for the five 
killings in recent weeks. 

“It is not compatible with 
a commitment to peaceful, 
democratic metbods...And 
only parties who are com- 
mitted to peaceful and 
democratic methods can 
expect to sit down and 
negotiate about the future of 
Northern Ireland,” Ml 
Maybew said. 

“Everyone must be very 
concerned that this extreme- 
ly important development 
— progress in getting 
democratic parties sitting 
round a table — is put at 
risk by these quite unjustifi- 
able killin gs,** he added 

The latest victim, a 31- 
y ear-old man, was hit by a 
shotgun blast Monday night 
as he sat in his car with his 
girlfriend in Lurgan, 20 km 
southwest of Belfast The 
woman was not injured. 

Security sources said the 
incident followed a pattern 
of recent attacks that they 


believe were the work of the 
IRA, some of them under a 
cover-name “direct action 
against drugs”. 

They say the gunmen use 
the killings to keep a “law 
and order" grip on their own 
communities, in areas 
where many Irish Roman 
Catholics reject the British 
province’s predominantly 
Protestant police force. 

The killings are not 
regarded as a breach of the 
ceasefire declared by the 
IRA and its Protestant 
extremist rivals in 
September last year. 

Sinn Fein says the author- 
ities have failed to produce 
a shred of evidence to link 
the killings with the IRA. It 
does nor condone the 
attacks, which it says under- 
line an urgent need for all- 
party agreement on political 
strucures. 

Britain has refused to give 
Sinn Fein a seat in full-scale 
political talks until the IRA 
disarms to prove it has no 
intention or resuming its 


war against British rule in 
the province. 

Low-level ■ talks have 
started, however, and an 
international arms body is 
studying ways of doing 
away with guerrilla arms 
that might be acceptable to 
all sides. 

Sinn Fein Chairman 
Mitchel M cLaughlin told 
BBC Radio be did not con- 
done the killings. 

“The position is howev- 
er... The re is a policing vacu- 
um that can only properly 
be addressed when all of the 
political parties are sitting 
around foe table to solve 
these problems.” 

David Trimble, leader of 
foe Ulster Unionists main 
Protestant Party, said on 
BBC Radio: “The peace 
process is collapsing 
through the decision of Sinn 
Fein/IRA to resume vio- 
lence, witness by the atro- 
cious murder... last night” 


‘South African agents stole aid money’ 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
Scandinavian aid money 
sent to the anti-apartheid 
movement in South Africa 
was stolen by South African 
secret police and used to 
discredit the intended recip- 
ients, according to a former 
agent. 

In an interview with the 
Swedish daily Svenska 
Dagbladet Tuesday, 
Michael Leach describe! 
how foe South African 
secret police lured 
Scandinavian aid organisa- 


tions in the 1980s by bug- 
ging telephones and open- 
ing letters, in a bid to main- 
tain the apartheid regime. 

“If an organisation in 
Scandinavia sent $1,000 to 
a union, we (opened the let- 
ter) and took care of the 
check. We always made 
sure to send a thank-you 
note, so it looked like the 
money had reached the 
addressee,” said Mr. Leach, 
who is now a member of the 
ruling African National . 
Congress (ANC). 


‘Then we would put the 
money in the union bead's 
or treasurer’s private bank 
account and spread a 
rumour that he was corrupt 
aod stealing foe union’s 
money. Such rumours lead 
to internal investigations," 
Mr. Leach said. 

“If the secret police need- 
ed a new photocopier, we 
would write to an organisa- 
tion in Scandinavia and pre- 
tend to be an anti-apartheid 
organisation. When they 
received the copier, they 


would claim to have sent a 
thank-you note but say that 
it got lost in the mail” he 
said. 

Tt was a way of discredit- 
ing the recipients and mak- 
ing Scandinavia believe that 
they were corrupt and unre- 
liable ” be said. 

The money stolen from 
Scandinavia was from 
smaller, less-experienced 
aid donors, Mr. Leach said. 
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Nigeria frees 4 
more 
detainees 



LAGOS (R) — Nigeria’s 
military authorities freed 
four political detainees on 
New Year’s day, newspa- 
pers said Tuesday. 

The former leader of the 
Oil Union Nupeng 
Wariebe Agamene, who 
led oil workers on a long 
and crippling strike in foe 
.s umme r of 1994 tO press 
for foe release and instal- 
lation of presidential 
claimant Moshood Abiola 
as head of state, was 
among those freed 
Monday. 

Also freed were Mr. 
Abiola’s publicity aide 
Fred Eno, oil unionist Ade 
Lome and Sylvester 
Akhaine-Odion, secre- 
tary-general of foe 
Campaign for Democracy 
(CD), the papers said. 

A senior government 
official in foe capital 
Abuja confirmed to 
Reuters foe men had been 
released but declined to 
comment further. 

The military govern- 
ment, which insists that 
there are no political pris- 
oners in Nigeria, does not 
normally announce foe 
arrest or detention of any- 
one. 

An official of CD said 
Mr. Akhaine-Odion tele- 
phoned foe Lagos-based 
organisation Monday 
from Kebbi state in foe 
northwest where he was 
held and said he had been 
freed. 

“He said he would be 
back in Lagos later 
today,” Oiusola 

Odutalaiye told Reuters. 
He said he had no imme- 
diate information about 
the other three. 

Saturday the authorities 
freed another senior aide 
of Mr. Abiola, Ademola 
Adeniji-Adele, who had 
been held without trial for 
17 months in foe northern 
city of Kaduna. 

Two other associates of 
Ml Abiola, the unde- 
dated winner of foe 
annulled 1993 presiden- 
tial election, were freed 


earlier in December fol- 
lowing the intense pres- 
sure on the government to 
release political detainees 
after nine minority rights 
activists were hanged in 
November. 

Mr. Abiola himself has 
been detained since June 
1994 when be defied foe 
military rulers and pro- 
claimed himself presi- 
dent. 

There is talk in Nigeria 
that he too would be 
released soon but his con- 
fidants have dismissed 
this as mere rumour. 

Nigeria has been in cri- 
sis since the annulment of 
foe election which would 
have ended a decade of 
military rule. 

The crisis was worsened 
by execution of foe 
activists who included 
author Ken Saro-Wiwa 
after a controversial trial 
found them guilty of foe 
murder of four pro-gov- 
ernment chiefs. 

About a dozen other 
political prisoners are still 
in detention without trial, 
some since August 1994 
when the government 
crushed a series of pro- 
Abiola riots and strikes. 

In addition, 43 people 
including former army 
ruler and retired Genera! 
Olusegun Obasanjo. jour- 
nalists and pro-democracy 
activists were imprisoned 
last year over an alleged 
plot to topple foe govern- 
ment in a coup d'etat. 

Human rights cam- 
paigners said the govern- 
ment needed to release all 
detainees including the 
aleged coup plotters in 
order to end foe crisis in 
Nigeria and restore civil 
rule. 

"Those so far freed are 
like a drop of water in a 
sea of iniquities,” said 
radical Lagos Lawyer 
Gani Fawehinmi. 


Wallenius Lines 1 fleet New vessel joins 


. MS.;. DON: JUAN> became 
on Nov. 21, 1995, the latest 
car carrier to join Wallenius 
Lines’ fleet. She was 
delivered by the Daewoo 
Okpo Shipyard in South 
Korea. MS. “ DON JUAN * 
will fly the Swedish flag and 
sail on trans- ocean routes. 

The new ship, a pure truck 
and car carrier ( PCTC ). is a 
sister ship to MS. " TITUS " 
and MS. “ TURANDOT " that 
were built at the same 
shipyard in November 1994 
and January 1995 
respectively. She is the 
third in a series of six new 
car carriers ordered from 
the same Korean yard. The 
fourth ship will be delivered 
during the second half of 


199^ -and the .fifth and the 
sixth^during 1998. 

The 22,800 dwt MS. * DON 
JUAN ' has a capacity of 
5.850 cars or a combination 
of 3,000 cars and 475 high 
and heavy vehicles. This 
new generation of Wallenius 
Lines’ vessel incorporates 
a garage for cars on the 
weatherdeck, a fixed ramp 
system and * scissor lifters 1 
for raising and lowering the 
hoistable car decks. These 
features add to the ship's 
versatility and increase the 
efficiency of loading and 
discharging of vehicles. 

MS. DON JUAN's maiden 
voyage took her first to 
Japan and then to Europe 
via Singapore and the Suez 


Canal. Her first port of call 
in Europe was Dublin on. 
Dec. 27, followed by Bristol 
on Dec. 28, Rotterdam Dec. 
30, Bremerhaven Dec- 31 
and Aqaba on January 31, 
1996. 

Mr. Christer Olsson, 
president, Wallenius Lines, 

, said: " 'MS. " DON JUAN p 
will be a welcome addition to 
our fleet as traffic volumes 
are increasing due to the 
growth in existing 
contracts, the winning of 
new contacts and the 
addition of new 
destinations". 

With the delivery of MS. " 
DON JUAN " Wallenius 
Lines will have a fleet of 28 
specialised car and truck 


carriers. Wallenius Lines 
transports*:, nearly one 
million vehicles a year and 
the company is the biggest 
vehicle shipping line 
outside Japan and the 
largest in Europe. In 1994, 
Wallenius Lines became the 
world's first shipping 
company to be awarded the 
Lloyd's register Quality 
Assurance combined 
quality certification with 
ISO 9002 and the ISM 
Code. 

T. Gargour & FBs have been 
appointed since September 
1989 as general agents In 
Jordan for Wallenius Lines - 
Stockholm. 

Wallenius Lines is 
Europe's largest car carrier 


and the fourth largest in-the 
world. 

Wallenius Lines has started 
to serve Aqaba 

Port as of November 1989.' 
however, but as a result of 
the Gulf War and the U.N. 
interception at Tiran Straits, 
the service was suspended 
from August 1990 until the 
end of October 1993 when 
Wallenius Lines started 
again operating indirect 
services from Jeddah to 
Aqaba by using feedering 
services. 

During 1994. Wallenius 
Lines resumed its direct 
services and came on top 
of ail other RO-RO liners 
serving Aqaba Port. 
Wallenius Lines total 


- : • :- "V if '.lu.y 

number of-idischarged- unite 
during -T994fu'was 2,t23.- 
thus constituting around 
63.47 per cent of the Jotal 
number of discharged units 
at Aqaba from the north 
continent in that year. Also, 
during January - November 
1995, Wallenius Lines 
vessels discharged 2,398 
units at Aqaba out of 6,091 
units, thus accounting for 
39.37 per cent of the total 
number of discharged units 
at Aqaba from the North 
continent during the said 
period. 

Wallenius Lines is 
operating a bi-monthly 
regular service to Aqaba 
from the north continent 
and the Mediterranean. 


Sailing Schedule 


Ports of 
Loading 

Turandot 

010 

Don Joan 
002 

Date 

Shohjin 

015 

30/12/95 

Ofelio 

054 

JinsaMaru 

TBN 

TBN 

Hanko 

18/12/95 

0801/96 

- 

050296 

- 

- 

- 

Fredericia 

1 5/1 2/95 

05/01/96 


030206 

- 

- 

~ 

Wallhamn 

20/12/95 

0301-96 

- 

080206 

- 

- 

- 

Drammen 

14/12/95 

1 1/01/96 

- 

01/0206 

- 

- 

- 

Gothenburg 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Bremerhaven 

23/1295 

1501-96 

2701/96 

120296 

250206 

100306 

250306 

Hamburg 

Amsterdam 

22/1295 

13/01/96* 

280196* 

100206* 

260206* 

110306* 

26-306* 

Antwerp 

* /• 1 

28/ 1 295 

1 o U i 'VO 

17-0196 

30/0 1 /Vo 

310106 

130206 

140206 

280296 

290206 

13/03-96 

14-0306 

2803/96 

290306 

Southampton 

291295 

1801-96 

020206 

160296 

010306 

15.0396 

30.0306 

Le Havre 

- 

- 

030296* 

- 

020306* 

_ 

31/3.96* 

Barcelona 

02-01 -96 

2301/96 


21/0296 

060306 

200306 

05/04.06 

Voltri 

04 01/96 

25 01/96 

090296 

23-0296 

0803.06 

220396 

070406 

Piraeus 

- 

- 

- 

* 

■ 

_ 

. 

Ports of 
Discharge 
Aqaba 

09/01/96 

31/01/96 

1 #02*6 

29/0296 

729296 

229296 

12/M96 

Jeddah 

n’Oi-% 

020296 

160206 

0203/96 

15 0306 

290306 

14.04.96 

Hodeidah 

- 

- 

- 

. 

■ 

. 

. 

■ Min3 Qabtxis 

16 0)96 

07.0296 

210296 

07/0306 

200306 

0304.06 

19/04.96 

IXibai 

I7.fi 1/96 

080296 

220206 

080306 

210396 

04/0406 

20/0106 

Abu Dhabi 

18/0196 

090296 

2302-96 

090306 

2203-96 

0504.96 

21/0406 

Mesatccd 

• 

10/0206 

- 

100306* 

- 

060406 

_ 

Bahrain 

19/01-96 

- 

24/0296 

- 

230306 

- 

22-0406 

Dammam 

20 01 -96 

M-02 96 

250206 

1 1 03 '96 

24 0396 

07/0406 

2304.96 

Kuwait 

21 0196 

1202 96 

260206 

12-0396 

25.0306 

0804 96 

24/04.96 

Pan Kclanp 

- 

- 

. 

- 

• 

. 

. 

Singapore 

30 01 96 

2! 02 96 

04 0396 

21.03.96 

03 04.06 

1704 96 

03 05-96 

Loan C ha hang 

0202-96 

232/96" 

0803 96 

24 0396* 

07 04-96* 

20 4/96* 

6 5 96* 


06 02 96 

27 0296 

12 03 96 

28-0306 

13.0406 

24 0406 

II 05 96 

K echini! 

08/02 9«» 

29 H2 W> 

14 0396 

300306 

15 0406 

260496 

13 05 91. 
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Space for the chairman? 

THE STRANGEST among the strange news 
of 1995 may have well been an item last week 
about the detention of a Palestinian editor for 
not carrying on the front page of his news- 
paper a story comparing Yasser Arafat to the 
Muslim Caliph Omar Ibn A1 Khattab who 
liberated Jerusalem in the 7th century. 
There may have been a problem with the fact 
that a Christian cleric had to make the 
comparison in the first place. But t|ie fun- 
damental issue there was whether Mir. Ara- 
fat or anybody else in the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) had the right to detain an 
editor over an editorial judgement he made. 

“If you are talking about freedom of the 
press (in the emerging Palestinian entity), 
yon are assuming there is a press here,” an 
independent Palestinian journalist told an 
Israeli Television interviewer right after the 
news of the detention came out. “The fact is: 
We do not really have a press yet.” 

■ In the nation-building process, which Mr. 
Arafat has embarked upon following the 
Oslo accord, he cannot hope to succeed 
unless and until he is able to build national 
institutions first. States are never what their 
leaders want them to be; otherwise many 
countries would be perfect or near perfect. 
Unfortunately, though, this is not the case In 
today’s world, nor was it ever; and this is 
simply because the institutions upon which 
states are built take time to rise and mature, 
and then the process is complicated always 
by the need for the collective energy and 
vision of citizens in order to be completed, 
which is incidentally never easy to find. 

In the Palestinian case, in particular, it 
will be neither economic viability nor 
nationalistic feelings alone that can create a 
state. The determining factor for the emerg- 
ence and success of such a state, we believe, 
wiD be whether the people, guided by an 
enlightened leadership, can build the neces- 
sary infrastructure, on top of which come 
democratic institutions and public freedoms. 

Since the. media are not only among the 
most important of these institutions but also 
play a central role in the building of others, 
we would have thought Mr. Arafat would do 
everything in his power to establish, develop 
and give it all the backing it needs. This 
certainly cannot be done by detaining editors 
who do not use the chairman’s stories on the 
front page. Nor is it done by ignoring or 
sidestepping the law, which does not and 
cannot possibly allocate newspaper space 
where stories are used. 

We just hope that what happened to 
Maher Alami, die A1 Quds editor, the other 
day is a one-time incident. For, if it is part of 
a trend, the PNA will not be able to help the 
Palestinians. 


WHETHER WE like it or not Syria and Israel are 
approaching a peace treaty that might come within weeks 
way before the Israeli parliamentary elections, according to 
Fahed A1 Fanek. The columnist in A1 Ra'i daily said that in 
principle Jordan welcomes this development. Because it 
means the accomplishment of a comprehensive peace in the 
region. It seems that the United States and Israel have both 
given their consent to Syria's status as a guarantor of 
security for Israel by enjoying certain privileges in Lebanon 
and have approved of Syrian presence in Lebanese 
territory to achieve that goal as long as Israel’s security is a 
priority for Israel, noted the writer. He said that Jordan can 
understand and accept this situation if the Lebanese people 
approve of it but should Syria demand to have a greater 
role in this region like guaranteeing Israel's security on all 
fronts and Damascus's pledge to secure an Israeli peace 
with all the Arab states, then a real problem would emerge. 
Repeating that Jordan welcomes a comprehensive peace 
with Israel, the writer said that such peace should offer 
guarantees from Israel never to launch aggression on or 
interfere in the internal affairs of the Arab countries and a 
commitment to achieve a just peace with the Palestinian 
people. 

IT IS natural for the Palestinians who have seen their towns 
liberated this month to fix their attention on the coming 
parliamentary elections, said Saleh Qallab, a writer in AI 
Dsstour. The world community has mobilised a great 
number of observers to monitor the Jan. 20 elections, and 
the Arab masses are watching to see whether the results 
would be fair and free or regrettably similar to the outcome 
of elections held in the Third World and some other Arab 
states, noted the writer. Fair and free elections would not 
only help contribute to the national unity but would also 
pave the ground for the establishment of a truly indepen- 
dent and free state in Palestine, said the writer. Of course 
the elections, he said, will not be the end of the road 
because the Palestinians still have a long way to go in the 
coming negotiations over the final settlement. 



The Washington Watch 


1996 begins with the race to November 


WHEN 1995 began it 
appeared that the newly- 
elected Republican major- 
ity in Congress would com- 
letely eclipse President Bill 
Clinton as the dominant 
force in Washington. Not 
'only were the Republicans 
exhilarated by their sweep- 
ing victory in November of 
1994, but they were unified 
behind an aggressive lead- 
ership with atocused agen- 
da. 

During their first 100 
days the Republican “re- 
volution” lived np to ex- 
pectations, passing many of 
the provisions promised in 
the “Contract with Amer- 
ica.” Republicans 
appeared so dominant at 
that stage at one point 
President Clinton felt com- 
pelled to protest to the 
press that he was still “re- 
levant.” 

At year’s end. the tables 
‘have turned somewhat, and 
there is greater balance be- 
tween the president and the 
Congress. A number of fac- 
tors have combined to pro- 
duce this change. 

House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich, the leading figure 
of the Repblican Congress, 
has never been a popular 
figure, and with greater 
visibility he has • become 
even more unpopular. His 
brash style has frightened 
many voters. While Mr. 
Gingrich has led Congress, 
it is increasingly clear that 
he can not lead the Amer- 
ican people. In fact, polls 
now show that most Amer- 
icans feel that the Republi- 
can revolution has gone too 
far and is too extreme. 

This perception has been 
helped by a newfound unity 
among Democrats. After a 
few months of sparring, the 
Democrats in Congress and 
the president have found 
common ground on a num- 
ber of issues. They have 


also projected a unified 
message warning of the 
danger that will face the 
poor, the middle class and 
the elderly if the Republi- 
can agenda passes. 

Another factor that has 
contributed to the Demo- 
cratic success in late 1995 
has been the rising popular- 
ity of President Clinton and 
his string of successful fore- 
ign policy initiatives, which 
enhanced his leadership 
image in the eyes of many 
voters. Even in the foreign 
policy debates, the Repub- 
licans have appeared di- 
vided and therefore politi- 
cally weak. 

The Democrats have 
been so much more suc- 
cessful than the Republi- 
cans at getting their mes- 
sage across that all national 
polling data now indicate 
that the Democrats have a 
strong lead over the Re- 
publicans as the country 
beads into 1996. Not only is 
President Clinton favoured 
at this point to win over his 
Republican challengers, 
but when asked to rate 
Democrats against Repub- 
licans, Democrats now lead 
by over 10 per cent. This is 
a huge margin, and is espe- 
cially notable in light of the 
Democrats convincing de- 
feat just one year ago. 

To some extent, the Re- 
publicans have been vic- 
tims of their own success. 
They moved too quickly 
with proposals too far- 
reaching in the eyes of 
many voters. But once the 
Republican congressional 
majority assumed that Mr. 
Clinton was vulnerable, too 
many competing Republi- 
can candidates emerged to 
challenge the president’s 
bid for reelection. The re- 
sults have not helped the 
GOP’s chances in 1996. 

But even with the polls as 
they were in December 


1995, it is difficult to pre- 
dict the outcome of the 
voting in November of 

1996. when the presidency, 
the entire Congress (435 
seats) and one-third of the 
U.S. Senate (34 seats) will 
all be up for election. 

Mr. Clinton’s standing 
now appears to be stronger 
than it has been for over 
two years. His popularity is 
up and he is clearly 
favoured over all potential 
Republican challengers. 
But a great deal can still 
happen in the coming year 
to challenge the status quo 
or break it up entirely. 


And while the Demo- 
crats have improved their 
national standing, it will be 
relatively difficult for them 
to use their new popularity 
to turn back the Republi- 
can control of the Senate 
and the House. In part doe 
to the new negative atmos- 
phere among Democrats 
following the Republican 
takeover, eight incumbent' 
Democratic senators and 
21 incumbent Democratic 
members of Congress have 
already announced that 
they will not be running for 
reelection (compared to 
only four Republican sena- 


“Less than one year before the (U.S. 
presidential) election it is impossible to 
predict the outcome with any certain- 
ty. But it is dear that Democrats are 
better-positioned to make their case 
than they were at the beginning of 
;i995.” - : r . ' 
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If the White House tors and 13 Republican 
makes any serious errors in members of Congress). 

handling cither the since they are now the 
Whitewater scandal or any in ivJ,, n»n„ki;~.n 

feiiTe ^y^xperienoe^a ^° a ** btafcA** 
negative downturn in popu- These and other institu- 
larity. At the same time, tiona] factors are leading 
once the Republicans de- most experts to predict that 
ride who their nominee will while Democrats may well 
be, they hope to present a win back some of the seats 
more unified case against they lost in the November 
Mr. Clinton. But as divided 1994 elections — especially 

as the Democrats may be if President Clinton re- 
on a range of issues, tbe mains popular and wins his 

deep divisions among Re- reelection bid — Rrpubli- 

publicans on social, issues cans will most likely retain 
such as abortion, make tbe control of both houses of 
goal of party unity an Congress in 19%. 
almost unsurmountabie Many politicians and 
challenge. pundits, both Democrats 


and Republicans, feel that 
the 1996 elections are the 
most important facing the 
U.S. since the end of 
World War D. Not only is 
tbe direction of U.S. world 
leadership at stake, but two 
very distinct and competing 
visions of governance will 
be pot before U.S. voters. 
Republicans will be asking 
voters to complete their 
“revolution” of dramatical- 
ly downswing government, 
ending the growth of 
government-supported so- 
cial programmes, and de- 
centralising decision- 
making by giving more 
power to local and state 
governments. 

Democrats will warn that 
carrying through of the Re- 
publican agenda will only 
deepen the divisions be- 
tween tbe rich and poor, 
and whites and blacks to 
create a social unheaval. 
More positively, the 
Democrats will argue that 
tbe federal government still 
has an important role in 
providing not only for 
national defence but also 
for the social well-being of 
all citizens. 

While there will be die 
normal amount of negative 
compaigiiig and 30-second 
television advertising that 
has disfigured U.S. politics 
over the past few decades, 
there will also be a substan- 
tive and critical debate ab- 
out the nation’s direction, j 

Less than one year be- 
fore the election it is im- 
possible to predict tbe out- 
come with any certainty. 
But it is dear that Demo- 
crats are better-positioned 
to make their case than 
they were at the beginning 
of 1995. 

It will be an exciting and 
critical contest between 
two parties more evenly 
matched than at any time in 
recent history. 


Saudi king ends succession speculation 


‘The name of the heir apparent is now 
written in tablets of stone’ 


By Ashraf Found 
Reuter 

DUBAI — Saudi Arabian 
King Fahd has ended spe- 
culation about succession 
at the helm of the world’s 
largest oil exporter by 
handing over state affairs 
to his half-brother Crown 
Prince Abdullah while he 
rests after suffering a 
stroke, experts said on 
Tuesday. 

“The name of the heir 
apparent is now written in 
tablets of stone,” said a 
European oil industry 
analyst. “Fahd has cleared 
up the line of succession.” 

The succession issue 
came to the surface follow- 
ing the king’s stroke in 
November. Some diplo- 
mats and oil industry ex- 
perts said then that the 
monarch’s six full brothers 
could find their elder half- 
brother Crown Prince 
Abdullah not the most 
acceptable canidate to re- 
place the 73-year-old king. 

Saudi Arabia is the 
world’s biggest oil produc- 
er. pumping about eight 
million barrels of oil per 
day and exporting seven 


million of it. 

Any instability or major 
changes in the kingdom 
have traditionally had swift 
effects on oil prices, and 
energy import bills of oil- 
consuming countries. 

Its stability is also crucial 
for many Western allies, 
especially the United States 
which b3s tens of billions of 
dollars worth of arms and 
commercial contracts with 
Saudi Arabia, creating tens 
of thousands of American 
jobs. 

News of Monday's hand- 
over of power pushed oil 
prices on Tuesday in Asia 
.up by 24 cents, with ben- 
chmark North Sea Brent 
for February delivery trad- 
ing at $18.60 a barrel. 

Some analysts say differ- 
ences exist between Crown 
Prince Abdullah and the 
influential Defence Minis- 
ter Prince Sultan, although 
many in tbe conservative 
kingdom expect a crown 
prince to smoothly succeed 
to the throne when a king 
dies. 

“The king has now laid 
to rest speculation about 
succession and who would 
(eventually) be in charge,” 


said an expert on Saudi 
Arabia. 

“All this talk about a 
power struggle between the 
crown prince and Sultan 
has been put to rest.” 

A key question being 
asked in Riyadh was 
whether the king will make 
a full recovery and resume 
his duties, diplomats said. 

The wording of the royal 
ordeT for the handover in- 
dicated that he planned to 
return to his style of hands- 
on rule after a period of 
rest. 

The expert said the king 
had once before handed 
power to the crown prince 
while he took a few months 
off in the late 1980s. 

"The handover was done 
in a stately fashion as a 
constitutional move. It all 
depends on the king's 
health, if he improves he 
will come back,” said a 
Western diplomat in 
Riyadh. 

“My own view is that the 
transfer of power is perma- 
nent... We have to wait and 
see,” he added. 

The king appeared on 
Saudi television on Mon- 
day, standing with the aid 


of a walking stick and talk- 
ing with senior members of 
tbe royal family, including 
tbe heir apparent, about a 
year younger than himself, 
and Prince Sultan. 

According to tradition. 
Prince Sultan is expected to 
be made crown prince if 
Abdullah becomes king. 

A system of rule issued 
by the king in 1992 as part 
of long-promised political 
reforms states: “The crown 
prince assumes the power 
of the king on the latter’s 
death and until allegiance is 
given.” 

King Fahd did not abdi- 
cate and is still head of 
state. He has been running 
the kingdom since assum- 
ing the throne in 1982 and 
played a key role in shaping 
policies as crown prince 
under his late half-brother 
King Khaled. 

The first act by the crown 
prince since the transfer of 
power was the release in 
the name of King Fahd of 
the 1996 budget and an 
address to tbe nation prom- 
ising a continuation of tbe 
king’s rationalisation policy 
to cut spending. 


The 150-biHion-riyal ($40 
billion) budget, unchanged 
from last year, carries a 
slightly higher deficit of 
$18.5 trillion. 

Saudi Arabia has been 
experiencing cash-flow 
shortages and economic 
hardships in recent years 
mainly due to a drop in oil 
revenues, which peaked at 
$116 billion in 1981, and 
costs of the 1991 Gulf war 
which exceeded $50 billion. 

“Tbe crown prince can 
now act with all the author- 
ities of long. There will be 
no big differences because 
the kingdom is not a one 
man show,” said the expert 
on Saudi affairs. 

“There wiD be continuity 
because the system is 
stable” and runs lar ge ly by 
consensus among senior 
princes of the royal family, 
be added. 

Crown prince Abdullah, 
head of the well-armed 
57 ,000-man national guard, 
accepted bis new task tmtii 
the monarch returns to his 
“natural" place at the head 
of of die state. 

He told the king he 
would consult him when 
necessary. 

.“He is not as outg oing 
with foreigners as King 
Fahd, ’ one expert said. 
‘The outlook will be very 
s i m ilar or else he would not 
have become crown 
prince.” 


Labour 
lore 

ONE OF the first things 
that a newcomer to this 
beautiful land notices is 
the great pride which 
Jordanians, like all Arabs, 
rightly take in their lan- 
guage. Linguists have 
written extensively about 
this noble tongue, the 
richness of its vocabulary, 
tbe sophistication of its 
grammar and die preci- 
sion of its constructions, 
which make it uniquely 
appropriate for science 
and technology just as 
much as prose and verse. 
This humble column will 
not presume to top these; 
noteworthy efforts, bat to 
draw attention to a little 
discussed aspect of the 
Arabic tongue: its wealth 
of platitudes. 

If one accepts the notion 
that a language is a reflec- 
tion of the society that 
uses it, and in the context 
of which it develops, then 
one would readily find the 
explanation for this par- 
ticular aspect of the 
wealth of the Arabic 
tongue. You see, when a 
Jordanian tradesman, 
regardless of his profes- 
sion, is contracted to do a 
job of work, it would 
never occur to him is to 
do it well, and to finish it 
on time. Therefore, 
tradesmen have devel- 
oped over the centuries a 
vast lexicon, die objective 
of which is to placate the 
irate customers and to 
make him pay twice as 
much for a shoddy job. 

It all starts with the 
negotiation of tbe. con- 
tract. whereupon no mat- 
ter what deadline you pro- 
pose the workman will 
say: Insfaallah. He is 

Tight, of course. -Nothihg 
would happen in this 
WSfcld unless God wills l 
and permits it; but the 
essential point is that link- 
ing the achievement of tbe 
task to divine intervention 
absolves the workman 
from any responsibility 
for the completion of the 
job on, time. Of course 
one could pose tbe ques- 
tion whether the Almighty 
should need to intervene 
personally for a room to 
be painted or for an elec- 
tric switch to be repaired 
within a reasonable dead- 
line, and why . the 
Compassionate and 
Merciful seems invariably 
not to will that the job be 
finished on time: but such 
reflections are purely the- 
oretical. 

More pertinent .is the 
thought that the work- 
manship is invariably 
inferior, and tbe finish, at 
best, is dangerously 
mediocre. This is not a 
reflection on the profes- 
sionalism of. Jordanian 
tradesmen, but on their 
linguistic prowess and 
creativity. Their elo- 
quence soars to gw* 1 
heights as they explain to 
the customer why the 
light switches are painted 
over; why the flick of the 
switch fails to turn the 
lights on, but sets the 
house on fire; why door 
frames are separata! from 
the walls to which they 
should be attached by sev- 
eral inches; why the 
doors, instead of revolv- 
ing on their hinges come 
out in your hand; or why 
the windows are firmly 
fixed in a position 
halfway between open 
and shut. 

To appreciate the unique 
flavour of modern Arabic 
at its best, you should cap- 
ture one of tfr ese 
moments. You bear 
expressions which do 
other language succeeds 
in captaring except by 
approximation sneb ^ 
“bimshi” or “mashi bafo 
(it will do); “bisir khea" 
(good things will h^pp^’ 
“twakkal ala Allah” (b? ve 
faith in God); or the 
liable and untransfe»we 
“min hone la hone”- 
such a beautiful lang* 13 ®® 
to savour, why 
valuable time working- 
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King receives Barak 
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The King also said he sup- 
developments on toe 
trade, reiterating that 
seeks a comprehen- 
sive regional peace. 

“We hope that efforts 
made by all concerned will 
produce peace in this re- 
gion,” the King said. 

The King confirmed that 
be will visit Israel next week 
to take part In ceremonies to 
honour those who have con- 
tributed to the cause of peace 
and to call on two Jordan ian 
soldiers who are being tre- 
ated in Israeli hospitals. 

Hie King said the visit was 
scheduled for an earlier time 
but was postponed after the 
assassination of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

Responding to a question 
on the Jordanian people's 
stand on the peace with 
Israel, the King said “it is 
natural that people take a bit 
of tune" before they adjust to 
the new situation but stressed 
that the overwhelming 
majority of Jordanians are 
supportive of peace. 

In a joint press conference 
with Mr. Barak, Foreign 
Minister Kabariti reiterated 
that peace in the Middle East 
should be fair and compre- 
hensive, adding that the “ba- 
lanced and just" agreements 
which Jordan signed with 
Israel could be a model for 
others to follow. 

In addition to the peace 
process, Mr. Barak discussed 
in his talks with the Jordanian 
officials the King's coming 
visit to Israel as well as the 
situation in Iraq. The visit is 
scheduled for Jan. 10 and is 
expected to last for one day 
only. 

But Mr. Barak declined 
comment on the talks over 
Iraq, saying only that “we 
bom live in this area and 
exchange views” on develop- 
ments in it. 

Addressing the same issue, 
the King said that Jordan is 
readygto help the Iraqis to 
engage in a dialogue that will 
help them save their country 
and agree on a vision for its 
future. 

Among the issues discus- 
sed in the talks between Mr. 
Kabariti and his Israeli coun- 
terpart was the fate of 40 
Jordanian prisoners in Israel. 
Mr. Kabariti said “we are 


heading towards some kind ! 
of a formula whereby most of 
• the prisoners will be re- 
leased." 

Addressing Syrian-Israeli 
talks which resumed in the 
U.S. last week, Mr. Kabariti 
said “we are very comfort- 
able with the developments 
on the Syrian track.” 

“The Syrians have started 
addressing substantial issues, 
and (moved away) from tech- 
nicalities,” said Mr. Kabariti, 
expressing optimism that the 
negotiations will achieve 
more progress during the visit ■ 
of U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher to the 
region next week. 

He said that Israelis have 
informed Jordan that* they 
axe hearing positive language 
from the Syrians that is con- 
ducive to optimism about the 
negotiations. 

But Mr. Barak, who 
briefed the King on progress 
in the talks with Syria, stres- 
sed that It was still too early 
to judge the outcome of what 
he said will be long negotia- 
tions to achieve peace on that 
track. 

However, he said, the first 
steps create some kind of 
optimism. Mr. Barak in- 
directly criticised Syria for 
the attacks that Hizbullah 
party launched recently on 
Israelis in occupied South 
Lebanon and north Israel. 

“Syria can suppress Hiz- 
bullah if it wanted,” Mr. 
Barak told reporters at the 
Prime Ministry. 

“But the blame bad to be 
directed towards Hizbullah 
which must bear the consequ- 
ences of its action,” said Mr. 
Barak, who added that his 
country “would think of the 
most appropriate manner to 
respond if Hizbullah con- 
tinues its attacks against 
Israel.” 

The Israeli minister said, 
that the Lebanese govern- 
ment should also be responsi- 
ble for restraing- Hizbullah. 

Journalists accompanying 
Mr. Barak on his visit to the 
Kingdom held a meeting with 
their Jordanian counterparts 
to exchange views on the 
peace process. 

The meeting, which was 
held at Prince Hassan’s office, 
was attended by the president 
of the Jordan Press Associa- 
tion and by chief editors of 
Jordanian newspapers. 


Jordan 

(Continued 

appeared to suggest the 
handin g over of day-to-day 
affairs of state was for a 
temporary period after which 
the king planned to resume 
his powers provided he made 
a full recovery. 

Grown Prince Abdullah is 
seen by some diplomats and 
analysts as a nationalist who 
could be less open to the 
West but they say any 
changes would be more of 
style rather than core poli- 
cies. 

“He is not as outgoing with 
foreigners as King Fahd,” 
one said. “The outlook will 
be very similar or else he 
would not have become 
crown prince.” 

As King Fahd entrusted 
Prince Abdullah with running 
the country, the government 
announced a national budget 
that forecasts a deficit of 18.5 
Wtion riyals (almost $5 bil- 
lion) this year, up from 15 
bflBon riyals ($4 billion) last 
year. 


expects 

from page I) 

Government spending for 
the year will be 150 billion 
riyals ($40 billion), with re- 
venues expected to total only 
131.5 billion riyals ($35 bil- 
lion). 

As the world’s leading oil 
exporter, Saudi Arabia is still 
a wealthy nation that’s in no 
danger of bankruptcy. 

But the economy has been 
sputtering for several years 
due to moderate oil prices 
and the cost of the 1991 Gulf 
war, for which the Saudis 
spent in excess of $50 billion. 

Crown Prince Abdullah 
said Monday the '“new 
budget indicated that Saudi 
Arabia will go ahead with its 
policy for rationalising gov- 
ernment expenditure.” 

The announcement was 
seen as an attempt to reas- 
sure world ofl markets which 
become jittery whenever 
there is uncertainty iq Saudi 
Arabia. The kingdom pomps 
8 million barrels of ofl a day, 
more than 10 per cent of the 
world's daily requirements. 


Palestinians advance 

(Continued from page 1) 


and plastering their consti- 
tuencies with campaign post- 
ers since mid-December. 

Meanwhile, the only three 
members of the Islamic 
Movement Hamas who were 
signed up to run in this 
month’s Palestinian elections 
announced Tuesday that they 
were pulling out to “end the 
confusion'’ caused by their 


candidacies.” 

The council, the first ever 
elected body from the Gaza 
Strip, and the West Bank 
could hold the key to estab- 
lishing a division of powers in 
the Palestinian self-rule gov- 
ernment, currently domin- 
ated by the office of its chair- 
man, Yasser Arafat. 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Reuter 

DUBAI — Wealthy Gulf 
Arab states, then produc- 
tivity maintained for years 
by foreign labour, face a 
delicate task of balancing 
the needs of growing ranks 
of local jobseekers with 
economic efficiency. 

Unemployment is creep- 
ing into the ranks of local 
graduates in Bahrain, 
Oman and in Saudi Arabia, 
which alone accounts for 
four out of five of the re- 
gion's 17 million Gulf Arab 
nationals, economists say. 

The other three members 
of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) — Kuwait, 
Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates — all have small 
populations. 

In the small island state 
of Bahrain, unemployment 
was among grievances aired 
when unrest by Shiite Mus- 
lim opponents of the gov- 
ernment erupted last De- 
cember. 

For years, GCC states 
guaranteed full employ- 
ment for their natinonals by 


GCC states in bind over foreign labour 


using large oil revenues to 
create government jobs 
while employing foreigners 
to do specialised or menial 
work their citizens were 
either unqualified or unwill- 
ing to do. 

But now they want their 
private sectors, dominated 
by foreigners who spent 
petrodollars to help trans- 
form their desert states into 
modern countries, to 
absorb more citizens and to 
fund national labour train- 
ing institutes. 

Businessmen say many of 
the unemployed are poorly 
educated, have unwanted 
skills or make excessive 
wage demands. “They do 
not like to take orders and 
want to run things their own 
way,” said in Arab manager 
of a Sandi-based computer 
firm. 

“The private sector is 
under an obligation to find 
jobs for citizens,” Saudi In- 
terior Minister Prince 
Nayef told a recent se minar 
on gradual “Saudiisation” 
of its private sector. 

“Ours is an Islamic socie- 


ty based on free market 
enterprise which benefited 
both citizens and (foreign) 
residents. But now the time 
has come for a review of 
this policy.” 

Riyadh’s 1995-2000 de- 
velopment plan will create 

660.000 jobs for Saudis, 

319.000 of which will come 
by replacing foreigners. 

In September, the king- 
dom ordered airlines, travel 
and cargo agents to allocate 
at least 10 per cent of jobs 
to Saudis within one year. It 
told them to aim for a five 
per cent annual increase in 
the number of employed 
Saudis over the next five 
years. . 

Violators would not be 
allowed to recruit foreign 
workers, renew licences or 
open new branches. 

Oman, trying to limit an 
influx or foreigners apd 
deal with rising demand for 
employment by nationals, 
earlier this year imposed a 
tax on private sector em- 
ployers who hired expatri- 
ates. 

It has an active program- 


Saudi crown prince 
may be less open to West 


By Ashraf Foaad 

Renter 

DUBAI — Crown Prince 
Abdullah, who was handed 
die running of government by 
his half-brother King Fahd on 
Monday, is widely seen as a 
tough traditionalist who 
could prove to be less open to 
the West 

The monarch of the 
world’s largest ofl producer 
and exporter issued a royal 
decree handing the affaire of 
state to the crown prince so 
tiie king can rest after suffer- 
ing a stroke in November. 
But King Fahd did not abdi- 
cate. 

“He is not as outgoing with 
foreigners like King Fahd,” a 
diplomat said of the 71-year- 
old crown prince. 

But tiie differences are ex- 
pected to be in style rather 
than in core policy, many 
Arab analysts say. 

“The outlook will be very 
similar or else he would not 
have become crown prince,” 
one said. 

Diplomats often refer to 
Grown Prince Abdullah's 
strong pan-Arab leaning, 
especially his dose ties with 
Syria. 

Arab analysts say unless a 
consensus within tiie family 
had been reached in 1982 
when he replaced King Fahd 
as crown prince. Prince 
Abdullah could have been 
dropped from the running for 
the kingdom’s highest post. 

Saudi Arabia places much 
emphasis on its relationship 
with the United States and 
tiie West in general. Ties with 
Washington date back to 
1932 when King Abdul Aziz, 


founder of Saudi Arabia, 
granted an ofl exploration 
concession to a U.S. firm. 

Crown Prince Abdullah 
has the handicap of haring 
only half-brothers within tiie 
Saudi royal family. 

Full brothers and their sons 
tend to side together at fami- 
ly meetings when a consensus 
is sought on crucial issues and 
strategic decisions. 

But as head of the well- 
armed 57,000-man national 
guard he enjoys wide tribal 
backing in the desert king- 
dom. 

Gown Prince Abdullah is 
one of the more than 30 
sowing sons of King Abdul 
Aziz. The late king, popular- 
known as Ibn Saud, had 44 
sons by 22 wives and died in 
1953. 

The Saudi throne has tradi- 
tionally moved from brother 
to brother among Ibn Sand’s 
sons although some were 
bypassed and excluded for 
medical, political and other 
reasons. 

According to the king- 
dom's basic system of rule, 
decreed by King Fahd in 
1992, a crown prince auto- 
matically assumes the throne 
when a monarch dies until 
allegiance is made by citizens 
and royal family, tribal, reli- 
gious and other leaders. 

Ibn Saud was succeeded by 
his sons King Saud, King 
Faisal who was stabbed to 
death in 1975 by a nephew. 
King Khaled who died in 
1982 , and K i n g Fahd — tnain 
architect of Riyadh’s policies 
for the past two decades and 
a dominant force in Gulf 
Arab affairs. 

Crown Prince Abdullah, 


Deputies criticise 


(Continued 

tioned the government over 
the absence of some sources 
of revenues in the draft 
budget. 

He said the draft budget 
did not include the King- 
dom’s revenues of the potash 
company, the phosphate 
company, and revenues that 
come to the state Treasury 
from the tourist sites aswefl 
as revenues of international 
airport and land services for 
foreign planes. 

“Where is the record of all 
of these profits and why ha- 
ven't they been registered as 
revenues of the Treasury... 
We as representatives of the 
people have the right to know 
where this money is spent,” 
be continued. 

Centrist Deputy Ahmad 
Qudah was one of the few 
deputies who landed the gov- 


from page 1) 

eminent's policies, especially 
concerning “the govern- 
ment’s effort towards self- 
independence and increasing 
the national savings and the 
reduction in the deficit in the 
balance of payment as well as 
its keenness to promote the 
tourism sector.” 

The government had 
pledged to take the appropri- 
ate measures to reduce fore- 
ign debts and to decrease 
public expenditure, support 
the youth sector, fight pover- 
ty, alleviate , unemployment 
and maintain balanced eco- 
nomic programmes. 

T appreciate the. govern- 
ment’s (decision to continue) 
to subsidise basic commod- 
ities, the bread in particular,” 
Deputy Qudah said. “I also 
appreciate the government's 
orientation to support the 


me to “omanise” its labour 
force. 

Kuwait, despite its post- 
Gulf war policy of nationa- 
lising its workforce after 
more than 250,000 Palesti- 
nians left because of the 
crisis, has not had much 
success. 

Economists say its civil 
service win find it very diffi- 
cult to provide jobs for the 
large number of local job- 
hunters due to come onto 
the labour market before 
the end of the century. ' 

Some Kuwaiti deputies 
say the only long-term solu- 
tion is to restructure the 
economy gradually to en- 
courage private sector 
growth and offer incentives 
for firms to employ 
Kuwaitis. 

But the task of restruc- 
turing GCC iabouT forces is 
tough. 

“The process of nationa- 
lisation of the workforce in 
the region must be given 
added impetus without los- 
ing economic efficiency,” 
Henry Azzam, chief eco- 
nomist at the Jeddah-based 
National Commercial 


Bank, told Reuters. 

“Hie challenge is to de- 
vise a system of recruit- 
ment, selection, training 
and replacement for Gnlf 
nationals whereby the de- 
pendence on expatriate 
labour is progressively re- 
duced without experiencing 
a serious drop in efficiency 
or a loss of economic com- 
petitiveness." 

Expatriate manpower 
accounts for 90 per cent of 
the workforce in the UAE, 
83 per cent in Qatar, 82 per 
cent in Kuwait, 69 per cent 
in Saudi and around 60 per 
cent in Bahrain and Oman, 
according to Gulf econom- 
ists. 

Women hardly figure in 
Arab Gulf labour statistics 
because of the region's 
strict cultural traditions. 

All six GCC states face 
modest economic growth 
compared with the oil- 
boom of the 1970s and have 
rapidly growing popula- 
tions. 

Total GCC population, 
including foreigners, will 
rise to 39.4 million by 2010 


from around 26 million now 
— including nine million 
expatriates — studies and 
official figures show. 

Those under the age of 
19, on the verge of joining 
the job market, would rise 
to 21 million from 13.2 mil- 
lion — another eight mil- 
lion people in the labour 
market. 

Social and cultural differ- 
ences between conservative 
nationals and more liberal 
foreigners and high costs of 
health and other services 
are also concerns. 

Economists say rising un- 
employment could spill into 
internal unrest if new jobs 
are not created in the next 
15 years. 

“Planners and decision 
makers most ... attempt to 
create enough jobs for the 
newcomers or face the 
alternative — severe unem- 
ployment with possibilities 
of social and political ex- 
tremism. All available signs 
point to the latter happen- 
ing,” Kuwaiti economist 
Jassem AI Saadoun said 
earlier this year. 


an avid horseman, has been 
in charge of the national 
guard smee 1962'. He has 
rejected pressure to merge 
the guard with the 100, 000- 
man armed forces headed by 
his half -brother Prince Sul- 
tan, diplomats say. 

An official Sandi Arabian 
profile says tiie crown prince 
acquired many virtues from 
his father “Probity, correct 
conduct, munificence, char-- 
ity, love' for his fellow coun- 
trymen, humility and reli- 
gious devotion.” 

The latter is of modi im- 
portance in the conservative 
and predominantly Sunni 
Muslim kingdom, home to 
two of Islam’s holiest shrines 
in the dosed cities of Mecca 
and Medina, which imple- 
ments the strict sharia Islamic 
law. 

Prince Snltan, 68, is one of 
six full brothers to King Fahd 
and is the top candidate to 
become crown prince Prince 
Abdullah assumes the 
throne. He has been minister 
of defence and aviation and 
inspector general since 1962. 

King Fahd is prime minis- 
ter, with Crown Prince 
Abdullah first deputy and 
Prince Sultan second deputy 
prime minister. 

The mainly U.S.-trained 
national guard, in which trib- 
al forces have a large pre- 
sence, is charged with de- 
fending the kingdom's 
strategic installations, includ- 
ing oil producing and export- 
ing facilities. 

Its U.S.-run training centre 
in tibe capital Riyadh was the 
target of car bomb on 
November 13 in which five 
Americans and two Indians 


Armed Forces and our secur- 
ity apparatus.” 

Nevertheless, Deputy 
Qudah complained that foe 
government did not take note 
of tiie House’s recommenda- 
tions listed during last year’s 
discussions of the 1995 draft 
budget. 

Also, “the government did 
not include in its draft budget 
tire aid and grants to the 
Kingdom. The draft budget 
does not reflect the real im- 
age of price hikes in tire 
Kingdom,” he said, adding 
that the unemployment rate 
of 15 per cent is very high. 

“We have passed the era of 
peace-making. Now we 
should embark on budding 
our country,” he said. “Bat if 
we were to live in a comfort- 
able and secure environment, 
we should be looking into the 
poverty and unemployment 
problems. The increase in 
salaries should be in line with 
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Saudi Crown Prince Abdallah Ben Abdul Aziz 


were killed and 60 wonnded. 

Crown Prince Abdullah 
was educated in the kingdom 
by private tutors and is not 
known to speak English. 

At national celebrations. 


the inflation.” 

The government promised 
earlier to give a monthly sal- 
ary increase of JD 10 to 
government employees as of 
tiie beginning of the month of 
May. However, deputies on 
Tuesday insisted that tiie in- 
crease was very low and 
should be effective as of 
January. 

Hamzeh Mansour, 
spokesperson of the 17- 
member IAF bloc, com- 
plained that the draft budget 
had not presented a solution 
to the most pressing prob- 
lems of unemployment and 
price hikes and said that the 
increase in salaries should be 
higher. Gting figures of the 
National Society for the Pro- 
tection of the Consumer, Mr. 
Hamzeh said that there was 
an increase in the prices of 
more than 70 commodities. 

“The attempt of the gov- 
ernment to solve this prob- 


be often picks up a sword and 
joins performing tribesmen in 
traditional bedouin dances. 
He founded the kingdom’s 
equestrian dob, which bolds 
frequent horse races, to re- 


lem with a JD 10 monthly 
salary increase is not 
enough,” he said. “Increase 
in salaries should go hand in 


hand with price hikes." 

Deputy Mansour called on 
the government to give an 
explanation for lifting sub- 
sidies on some of the basic 
commodities and give the 
reasons for the decrease in 
profits of the Central Bank. 

Deputy Talal Obeidat, 
centrist, complained that 
most of the Treasury's re- 
venues were based on collect- 
ing taxes from Jordanians 
and said that the govern- 
ment’s report lacked concern 
to the country’s national pro- 
duction of certain commod- 
ities such as wheat 

“The 1996 budget is of no 
difference from the previous 
budgets,” be said. “It is only 
an estimate and its revenues 
are based on taxes and cos- 


vive the Arab tradition of 
horsemanship. 

He has six sons, including 
Prince Mitab who is deputy- 
chief of the national guard.' 


toms, especially the sales tax 
— a heavy burden on tire 
citizen.” 

“There was no mention of 
government plans to alleviate 
poverty and unemployment 
he continued. “I call on the 
government to make the in- 
crease in salaries JD 25 and 
to make it effective as of 
January 1.” 

The speech of Deputy Mif- 
leh Ruheimi, member of the 
National Action Front bloc, 
which is led by Abdul Hadi 
Majali, mostly reflected on 
his constituency's ' de- 
mands, such as improving in- 
frastructural services and 
opening clinics. 

The House will continue 
discussions of the draft 
• budget today. Twenty six de- 
puties are expected to take 
the floor before the govern- « 
ment replies to their speeches 
and House votes on the draft 
budget. 


Prince Abdullah 


(Continued from page 1) 

power base of the regime. 
These tribesmen owe loyal- 
ty to their commander. 
And this binds their tribes 
10 his person. 

The crown prince’s 
smooth, unchallenged, 
unremarkable eleva- 
tion conforms to the pat- 
tern of a Sudani son being 
succeeded by a non-Sudairi 
**>• Prince Sultan, the next 
Sndairi son in fine after 
King Fahd, is slated to be 
appointed Crown Prince 
Prince Abdullah is 
Proclaimed king. Prince 
«kan holds the posts of 
tec&nd deputy prime minis- 
and defence minister in 


the present government. 

Judged by his appear- 
ance, Saudi Arabia’s new 
ruler would seem to be a 
stocky, stolid, pugnacious 
man. He is, in fact, a gen- 
tie, retiring person. He has 
the reputation of being a 
populist, an Arab national- 
ist and more- independent- 
minded than his half- 
brothers. For instance, he 
opposed the deployment of 
U.S. forces on Saudi soil 
during the 1990 Kuwait cri- 
sis. Prince Abdullah 
appears to have a wider 
Arab perspective than his 
half-brothers, perhaps be- 
cause of his dose rela- 
tionship with Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad, 


whose brother, Rifaat, is 
the prince's brother-in-law. 

The prince also differs 
from his brothers by know- 
ing his limitations and 
being prepared to compen- 
sate for them. Although 
not an intellectual himself. 
Prince Abdullah surrounds 
himself with intelligent, 
educated advisors. 

Their presence in his en- 
tourage may encourage 
him to tackle some of tiie 
major problems arising 
from the rale of King Fahd 
during which falling oil re- 
venues reduced Saudi per 
capita income from $15,000 
to $5,000 a year, creating 
rising economic and politic- 
al discontent in the king- 
dom. This discontent has 
led to a high level of drug 
abuse and rising crime and 


tire formation of various 
puritan Islamic groupings 
which campaign against the 
regime. The recent bomb 
explosion at National 
Guard headquarters in the 
Sandi capital (which killed 
five American advisors) 
was a portent of violence to 
come if the regime con- 
tinues to ignore the abuses 
which have given rise to 
discontent. 

On the one hand, streng- 
thened by tribal and middle 
class backing, the new ruler 
may be able to curb tiie 
excesses of luxury-living 
princes, reduce expendi- 
ture on Western military 
hardware and impose in- 
come tax and charges for 
public services and utilities 
in order to replenish the 
depleted public purse. Ttus 


would improve the Saudi 
balance of payments fol- 
lowing the announcement 
that the 1995 deficit of S5 
bullion is expected to rise to 
at least $6 billion in 1996. 

On the other hand, be- 
cause of his dose connec- 
tion with the Wahhabi 
tribesmen who vehemently 
opposed Saudi Arabia’s' 
alliance with Washington, 
Prince Abdullah may seek 
to distance the kingdom 
from the U.S. and rebuild 
its bridges with the rest of 
the Arab World. 

It is not expected that he 
would, however, try to 
democratise the decision- 
making processes in the 
country beyond consulting 
the “Shura Council,” the 
powerless advisory body 
established by King "Fahd. 


Syria, Israel 

(Continued from page 1) 

1996 should be the year of 
peace with the Jewish state. 

But the official daily 
Tishreen reiterated Syria's 
demand that Israel commit 
itself to a complete and early 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

“As the end of 1995 wit 
nesses the reactivation of the 
peace process on the Syrian 
track, 1996 should be the 
year of peace on the Syrian 
and Lebanese tracks,” 
Tishreen said. 

“This requires Israel to en- 
gage practically in the process 
and to speed it up because, 
the Israeli extremists are pre- 
paring 10 destroy the peace if 
they find any hesitation in the 


adoption of the decisive deci- 
sions which would pave the 
way for peace.” 

Tishreen said that unlike 
his predecessor Yitzhak 
Rabin, Mr. Peres said he 
wanted a comprehensive 
peace and that Middle East 
peace would be impossible 
without Syria. 

“We recall that the pre- 
vious Israeli government had 
launched a campaign of 
accusations against Syria 
while we found the contrary 
from the current Israeli gov- 
ernment which publicly said 
that comprehensive peace 
without Syria would be im- 
possible," Tishreen said. 

In occupied Jerusalem, 
Mr. Peres told a meeting of 
deputies from his Labour 
Party that the two sides were 
still seeking common ground 


on which to negotiate'rather 
than taking up substantive 
issues. 

Hie same message was 
given earlier Tuesday by Ita- 
mar Rabinovich, Israel’s 
ambassador to Washington 
and the number two nego- 
tiator behind foreign ministry 
official Uri Savir. 

“There have not been any 
agreements at this stage" Mr. . 
Rabinovich said of the first 
three-day round. "This is not 
necessarily negative.” 

“It will only be possible to 
evaluate how the talks are 
going once U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
visits the region,” he said. “I ! 
don’t think any decisions will 
be taken before then." 

Mr. Christopher is ex- 
pected to travel again to the 
Middle East on Jan. 


v 


* 53 , 


Services sector receives 
largest investments in ’95 


Stop printing money, Iraqi president orders 


AMMAN (Petra) — Total 
investments in Jordan during 
1995 amounted to JD 
276,520,216, registering a 7.4 
per cent growth over the pre- 
vious year's figures, accord- 
ing to an, announcement 
Tuesday by Investment 
Promotion Corporation 
(IPC) Director Taieb Rifai. 

The services sector ac- 
quired the lion's share in 
these investments accounting 
for 46.8 per cent of the total 
investments, translated into 
JD 129.504.450, said Dr. 
Rifai in summing up the 
year's economic growth. 

Dr. Rifai pointed out in 
particular to the hotels sector 
where he said JD 8S ,404,450 
were invested adding that 
these developments run in 
harmony with the govern- 
ment's policies and plans for 
giving investment in the tour- 
ism sector a greater atten- 


tion. 

He said that for the first 
time in the Kingdom's history 
the number of tourists visit- 
ing the country was over one 
million, adding that tourism 
accounts for 11 per cent of 
the national revenue, and is a 
major earner of foreign cur- 
rency. 

Referring to the Amman 
Economic Summit, Dr. Rifai 
said that since that confer- 
ence. Jordan has witnessed a 
deluge of requests and en- 
quiries from would be and 
potential investors, noting 
that most of these enquiries 
were about industry, tourism 
and livestock wealth. 

In the light of this favour- 
able situation, said Dr. Rifai, 
Jordan can attract huge capit- 
als in 1996 to be invested in 
industry and tourism and at 
the Amman Financial Market 


provided the Kingdom cre- 
ated an opportune climate for 
investors and investments. 

He noted that the main aim 
of the IPC was two fold: 
Ensure efficiency of organisa- 
tions at the domestic front 
and promoting Jordan's in- 
vestment privileges in the 
Kingdom. 

He said that the endorse- 
ment of the investment law 
and its affiliated regulations 
and the creation of the IPC 
require subsequent adminis- 
trative and legal changes 
adding that it is up to the 
special investment promotion 
committee to take these mea- 
sures. 

Dr. Rifai announced that 
the committee which failed to 
meet in November 1995 to 
start enforcing the IPC law, is 
due to hold its first m eeting 
on Jan. 6. 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
has ordered his government 
to stop printing money to try 
to contain runaway inflation 
and a plummeting dinar, 
Baghdad newspapers re- 
ported Tuesday. 

The Iraqi dinar has lost 
almost 20 per cent of its value 
against the dollar over the 
past two weeks while food 
prices have soared because of 
the continuing impact of in- 
ternational sanctions im- 
posed on Iraq after its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Iraq’s three official news- 
papers, state radio and televi- 
sion carried the text of Presi- 
dent Saddam’s address to a 
cabinet meeting in which he 
said drastic economic mea- 
sures were needed. 

He called for an immediate 
halt to the printing of money, 
foT belt-tightening measures 
in state ministries and enter- 
prises, imposition of new 
taxes and sale of state proper- 
ty - — 


Baghdad-based diplomats 
said tiie new measures indi- 
cated that Iraq did not expect 
the U.N.-imposed sanctions 
to be eased in 1996 and that 
the Iraqi government would 
resist pressure to accept U.N. 
terms that would allow li- 
mited sales of its oil. 

The dollar was trading at 
about 2,900 dinars on Tues- 
day, up from 2^00 in mid- 
December. One kilogramme 
of sugar has jumped to 1,600 
dinars from 1,300, chicken to 
4,000 from 3,000 and lentils, 
tiie poor man's diet, to 1,600 
from 1,000. 

There are no official fi- 
gures on the amount of 
money in circulation. The 
official press r epo r t ed last 
year that the government had 
paid Iraqi fanners a stagger- 


ing 400 billion dinars for their 
wheat and barley harvests 
which is now being sold at 
giveaway rates to the public. 

Official inflation figures 
are not available but a Food 
and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) report last year said 

food prices had rocketed by 

4,000 to 5,000 times since 
sanctions began. 

President Saddam said new 
taxes and increases in the cost 
of state services to meet costs 
involved would withdraw ex- 
cess dinar s from circulation. 

The government has 
already unveiled some mea- 
sures. Hundreds of state cars, 
including some used by the 
president and his office, are 
being sold to the public. 

The trade ministry has 


been selling refrigerators, air- Iraq’s 20 mflfion people. 
conditioners, spare parts. There are strong fo^ 
carpets, television sets, tions that the govennta- 
watches, dothes and other would reconader tfe . .. 

household items at prices 10 dally low prices for water - 

per cent bekrw the going mar- electricity and petrol. * $ 

ket rate. The electricity bH] of , S' 1 l ' 

Traders in Baghdad said at bonsc in Baghdad with 
least one bilhondinara were air-conditioners naming n 0n . iJj?* - 

entering state coffins every stop for 24 houre 
day* , four-month summer : - 

The government has re- rarely goes beyondSoS? ^ 
centty raised the fees paid by _ 

Iraqis wishing to travel _ . 

abroad to 400,000 dinars Petrol is a fraction of the 

from 200,000. P n ^V\ f ^ « 

President Saddam made Baghd ad wit h a litre of the 

clear in his message that fomer cosomg 0.2 per cent of 

there would be no increase in f muar whfle water goes for 

salaries in 1996 but at the *’%2Pj? nars ' 
canw rime promised to pro- Workers at petrol stations 
tect the living standards of say transport costs the gov- 

low-income civil servants em inen t ^ more than it now 

who make up one fourth of charges for its chi products. 


A* 


— about 16 U.S. cents. 

Petrol is a fraction of the 
price of bottled water in 
Baghdad with a litre of foe 

former costing 0.2 per cent of 

a dinar while water goes for 
1,500 dinars. 

Workers at petrol stations 
say transport costs the gov- 
ernment more than it now 
charges for its 03 products 


. 
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Egypt reports 
4.7% growth 


Saudi Arabia to push ahead 
with economic reforms in ’96 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia 
plans to push ahead with 
reforms in 1996 to put the 
economy of the world's 
largest oil producer and ex- 
porter on a firmer footing 
after years of huge budget 
deficits. 

“The budget plan will con- 
tinue the course of Saudi 
Arabia's economic reform 
programme... it still can't 
afford to relax," a Western 
economic attache told Reu- 
ters Tuesday. 

Saudi Arabia has experi- 
enced cash-flow shortages in 
‘ recent years, mainly due to a 
drop in oil revenues which 
peaked at $116 billion in 
1981. and costs of the Gulf 
war which exceeded $50 bil- 
lion. 

The budget decrees were 
issued Monday in the name 
of King Fahd, who earlier in 
the day turned over the 
affairs of state to his half- 
brother Crown Prince Abdul- 
lah while the monarch rests, 
after a stroke in November. 

The crown prince said the 
budget indicated that Riyadh 
“will go ahead with its policy 
for rationalising government 
dxp6rifliture and;opting for 
4’eJtktefined measures for 
spending against" revenues 
and making a balance be- 
tween them." 

A five-year plan aims to 
balance the budget by the 
year 2000. 

The economy ministry was 
authorised to borrow to cover 
an 18.5 billion riyal ($4.93 
billion) projected deficit in 


the 150 billion riyal 1996 
budget, unchanged from last 
year. 

Economic analysts said 
Riyadh was expected to se- 
cure the funds through gov- 
ernment bonds issued to 
Saudi-based banks rather 
than through sovereign loans 
on the international market. 

“That means Saudi Arabia 
will borrow through govern- 
ment development bonds 
issued on the local market, it 
does not mean international 
borrowing," said the attache 
in reference to Riyadh's tra- 
ditional reluctance to take 
sovereign loans. 

Revenues for 1996 are 
forecast at 131.5 billion 
riyals. down from 135 billion 
in 1995 when King Fahd in- 
troduced price rises for basic, 
services aimed at catting 
capital spending through a 
cut in growing consumption 
and lower subsidies. 

The 1996 deficit is higher 
than 1995’s billion riyal fore- 
cast shortfall, while subsidies 
were put at 6.86 billion riyals 
for 1996. 

Economists in the kingdom 
were hoping Riyadh would 
continue a recent practice of 
announcing actual deficit fi- 
gures for the previous fiscal 
year along with the new 
budget. 

“The main problem is that 
they did not give any indica- 
tion if they met the target last 
year and what the actual de- 
ficit was in line with the past 
year," one said. 

Saudi planners and eco- 


nomists told Renters last year 
the kingdom was expected to 
record a smaller deficit than 
projected due to higher world 
03 prices. 

“it seems to co nfir m that 
things are going better, if not 
as well as expected, because 
they had expected to wipe 
out the deficit altogether," 
one banker in Riyadh said. 

Each $1 change in the price 
of a barrel of o3 means $2.7 
billion a year up or down for 
the revenues of Saudi Ara- 
bia, which exports about 
seven million of its produc- 
tion of eight million barrels 
per day. 

Economists now say 
Riyadh spent more than pro- 
jected in 1995, mainly on 
wages, although the govern- 
ment's performance was 
generally better than in 1994 
when it recorded a $10.7 tril- 
lion deficit. 

They were also expecting 
Riyadh to introduce a further 
slight price rise in 1996 to 
contain high consumption 
rates. 

"One surprise in the 
budget could be that there 
seem to be no more price 
increases. The population is 
growing and consumption- is 
increasing, placing pressure 
on the government for capital 
expenditure” on services pro- 
jects, one said. 

About five million expatri- 
ates live in' Saudi Arabia, 
where about half of the 12 
million Saudis are under the 
age of 16. 

Government bodies were 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Leo G. Barrow 


ACROSS 
1 Anthropoids 
5 Round 
to Coffee 

14 Farmer’s locale? 

1 5 Investigate (with 
mto) 

16 Core of a nerve 
fiber 

1 7 Concert halts 
1 6 Pungent bulb 
'9 Com 

20 Cyc!orama/6Id 
football play 

23 Go m 

24 Leap removers 
26 Aves. 

29 Desert 
33 Profane, in 
Hawaii 
3*1 Inner self 

35 Coil 

36 Illegal 
rebales/gives in 

41 Trumpeter At 

42 Trail user 

43 Wing 

44 Inane 
47 National 

monogram 
50 Audition fare 
52 Hammerin' Hank 
54 Ruirv'retreat 
58 Cross a stream 

6 1 Like the inside 
of a chimney 

62 Composer Paul 

63 Satanic 

64 Mistake 

65 Layer 

66 Absurd 

57 Part of a Mae 
West quote 
68 “I could — 
horse!" 

DOWN 

1 &nck houses 

2 Formalist 

3 Opts 

4 Quench 

5 Smell 

6 Gambling Sown 

7 Radar item 

8 Called up 

9 Actor Robert 
10 Playing cards 
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Yesterday's puzzle solved: 


11 Chop 

12 Wemher — 
Braun 

13 Formicary 

denizen 

21 imbibed 

22 Container 

25 Plenty, 
poetically 

26 Horse color 

27 — ammoniac 

30 Clothing 
protector 

31 Dr.'s org. 

32 Mexican food 

34 Play a part 

35 In favor of 

36 Weight unit 

37 Qum's land 

38 A Carson 

39 Slalom 

40 Sticker 

41 Emoter 

44 UN a gey. 

45 Searches for 
water 

46 Neglect 
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■ □□□ □□□□ ■ 
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QUO □□□□ □□□□□ 

■ QQOO □□□ ■ 
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□□□□□ □□□□ □□DQ 
QQQQQ QQQQ QQQQ 
□□□□□ DEES □□□□ 


47 Muse of 
astronomy 

48 Type of wrench 

49 Turkish city 


56 Minute 
particle 

57 Harp-like 
instrument 


51 In a strange way 58 Mediterranean 


53 Lessen 
55 Cast or shadow 
starter 


hat 

59 Eggs 

60 — Tin Tin 


told not to "commit any ex- 
penditure that is not allo- 
cated in the budget," and 
apart from a few specified 
exceptions "it is not permit- 
ted to issue any decision or 
conclude any contract in a 
way that entails any obliga- 
tion on a following fiscal 
year,” the budget decree 
sakL 

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia’s 
03 poBqr will not change as a 
result of King Fahd’s decision 
to hand over power to Crown 
Prince Abdullah, industry ex- 
perts said Tuesday. 

"Saudi Arabia's o3 policy 
is not going to change," a 
Gulf source said. 

03 markets are acutely 
sensitive to any political or 
policy changes in the con- 
servative kingdom because of 
Riyadh’s vital importance as 
a guarantor of o3 supplies 
from the Gulf. 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — The 
central bank said Egypt’s 
economy grew 4.7 per cent in 
the 1994-95 fiscal year, sur- 
passing growth of 3.9 percent 
in the previous year. 

■ A summary of tiie bank’s 
annual report said the growth 
was attributable to a five per 
cent increase in the country’s 
industrial output and a 5.1 
per cent rise in services. 

Economists say, however, 
that Egypt’s gross domestic 
product will have to grow at a 
rate considerably above five 
per cent a year if it is to 
create enough jobs for its 
growing 58 nrilhon popula- 
tion. Western economists put 
the nation's unemployment 
rate at 17 per cent of the 
work force and say thousands 
more are underemployed. 

The bank’s report said the 
surplus in the nation’s current 
account amounted to 5.3 bil- 
lion Egyptian pounds ($1.56 
billion) in the 1994-95 fiscal 
year, which ended June 30. 
The current account is the 
broadest measure of interna- 
tional trade in goods and 
services. 

It said the budget deficit 
widened to about three tril- 
lion pounds ($883 million) in 


1994-95, compared with 2.1 
biflion pound ($618 million) a 
year earlier. 

Among other key indica- 
tors repented by the bank for 
1994-95: 

— Agricultural production 
was valued at 23.7 billion 
Egyptian pounds (nearly $7 

— Industrial output was 
25.1 trillion pounds ($7.38 bil- 
lion). 

— 03 and petroleum out- 
put was 13.4 billion pounds 
($3.94 biflion). 

Tourism recovered signifi- 
cantly in the second half of 
1995 after months of lacklus- 
ter performance because of 
attacks by Muslim extremists 
attem p t i n g to undercut tiie 
nation’s secular regime. 

03 and tourism are among 
Egypt’s largest earners of 
foreign currency, along with 
tolls from the Suez Canal and 
money sent home by Egyp- 
tians working abroad. 


Israelis, Palestinians 
form joint business 
centre in Gaza 


EREZ, Gaza Strip (AFP) — 
Israel and the Palestinian Au- 
thority inaugurated their first 
international business centre 
here Tuesday to promote in- 
vestments in the Palestinian 
territories. 

Colonel Dov Tsedaka, an 
official involved in the centre 
located at this main crossing 
point between Israel and 
Gaza Strip, said the aim was 
to attract Israeli, Palestinian 
and foreign executives hop- 
ing to do business in the 
autonomous Palestinian 
areas. 

"Boosting business ties be- 
tween Israelis and Palesti- 
nians wfl] help reduce the 
temptation to carry out 
attacks against Israel," the 
Israeli officer said. 

Organisers of the Erez In- 
ternational Business Centre 
said they hoped to promote 
tiie creation of industrial 
zones in Gaza and along tiie 


"green line” separating Israel 
from the autonomous areas 
here and on the West Bank. 

A key aim is to reduce foe 
high level of unemployment 
among Palestinians, they 
said. 

The centre was inaugu- 
rated by Colonel Tsedaka, 
chief liaison officer with foe 
Palestinians here, and foe 
head of the Palestinian civi- 
lian committee in Gaza, Freij 

A1 Kheiri. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 684311/ 
699634 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four orcSnary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold and Mka Arglrion 
f Count the ones frwi^achclttian^^Y 


RIVOY 


CMieniUiSnaxK 


THE BETTE R HALF, By Glasbergen 


NAME ONE ROMANTIC 
THING Y0UVE DONE 
, THIS WEEK! 




WHEN I CUPPED 
MY T0ENAIL5, 1 DIDNT 
GET ANY ON YOUR SIDE 
OF THE BED! 


TULOC 


HUMBAS 


SLEAWE 




WHAT THE APPLE 
EATING CONTENT 
CAME DOWN TO. 


Now arrange the aided letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: DADDY AHEAD SOOTHE NUANCE 
Answer How a parent can feel when the kids want a 
dog — HOUNDED 



!5 HOROSCOPE 

hc FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
— DAY, DECEMBER 3, 1996 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 
■ 19) Concentrate on business 

affairs and know exactly how 
to handle them ig the morn- 
ing today, and then later yon 
can get the added data you 
need. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Get your appearance im- 
1 ^proved in a ; more modern 
, -Vvatfoday. and the® latfcf this 
■' ‘Evening yon can handle 

monetary affairs with great 
success. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Get out in the world of 
activity early in the morning 
today and get much, com- 
pleted in a constructive man- 
ner hfter you have gotten rid 
of a grouch. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 


22 to July 21) There may be a 
delay in attaining some day- 
time goal today, but be pa- 
tient and it will soon be yoins 
in terms of your success. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Use* tact in handling a bigwig 
in tiie morning today, so that 
you gain the favour you want, 
then later this evening you 
can be with good friends. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You bad bet- 


-3 •..*;• 

max 




r.-r*. . 







September 22) You had bet- i 
ter study some new enter- 
prise very carefully today be- d^TiS. 
fore you put it in operation, 
and then yon can get much 
accomplished. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Early in the 
morning today handle your 
obligations well since later '_■■■ : 
this evening new interests *-y - 

may come to your attention Sa- 
which could be very benefi- 
cial. _ 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to ' 
November 21) Plan how to (J)Q. . „ 
come to a better understand- fe *Jsl tj*. 
ing with an overly senative 
individual and then you can 
get much accomplished on a , ^ 
new project. - 

SAGITTARIUS: (November (a* > 

22 to December 21) If you tty VH 
a new method where your 
career activities are coik 
cemed you get beneficial re* j i 
suits, then later today you j* ^ 
can be with good friends. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 U , 

to January 20) Listening care- 

fully to a mate's ideas today : j- ; ! 

will make it possflrie to get 

your environment improved 

and beautiful. Be coopera- 
tive. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to ■ , ; 
February 19) Takethe bullby - 
the horns and dear W J - '■ 

long-standing situation at ITS. 
home, then later today be on 
to amusements you like witfl s Jjy ** 
dose friends and loved ones, t twb 


kPs ■ ' 


Andy Capp 










\ 


at this time. Fmd the best l vfc j 
way to please your P 81 *®®” j 

before you do any entertam- .. 

Biithstone of January: Garnet- 
rose Quartz v WW 
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ATT to cut 40,000 jobs, take $6b charge 


• «. m J”-. 

-V 


NEW YORK (R) - ATT 
Corp. said Tuesday it plans to 
cot nearly 40,000 jobs and 
" take a pre-tax charge of ab- 
; cmt $6 billion to cover the 
costs of splitting itself into 
three companies. 

The telecommunications 
giant said about 30,000 of the 
job cuts will be involuntary, 
after a disappointing re- 
sponse by employees to a 
voluntary buyout package 
last year. 

ATT, which announced in 
September the biggest volun- 
tary corporate breakup in 
VS. history, said about 70 
per cent of the job reductions 
' mil be completed by the end 
of this year and the rest with- 
in three years. 


The company said the 
planned staff reductions, 
facility closings and asset 
writedowns will result in a 
post-tax charge of $4 billion, 
or . a b°. ut $2.50 a sbare, 
against its fourth-auaxter re- 
sults. 

ATTs net income for the 
first nine months of 1995 was 
$2.82 billion, or SI. 77 a 
share. For all of 1994, its 
profits were S4.7 billion, or 
S3.01 a share. 

The company’s stock 
surged $2.75 to $67.50 on the 
New York Stock Exchange in 
early trading after the 
announcement. 

“The reduction in our 
work force will be the most 
difficult and painful step 


we’ve had to take in this 
restructuring process," 
Chairman Robert Allen said 
in a statement. 

“Bat I believe the reduc- 
tions and other actions are 
absolutely essential if our 
businesses are to be competi- 
tive. This is a key milestone 
that puts us right on track in 
our plan to create three new 
companies that will be posi- 
tioned as strongly as possible 
to succeed in their markets,” 
he added. 

The moves announced 
Tuesday primarily affect the 
new ATT Company, which 
will provide telecommunica- 
tions services, and the new 
Systems and Technology 
Company, which will provide 
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network, business and con- 
sumer technology and equip- 
ment. 

The charges and staff re- 
ductions are in addition to 
cuts announced in September 
by the company's computer 
unit, ATT Global Informa- 
tion Solutions (GIS). GIS 
said it would eliminate 8,500 
jobs, and ATT took a post- 
tax charge of 51-17 billion in 
the third quarter for this and . 
other actions. 

The company said that the 
total reductions incldue ab- 
out 10,000 corporate-wide 
staff jobs in areas such as 
information systems, human 
resources and financial op- 
erations. 

The remaining reductions, 
to occur within the operating 
unite of the two new com- 


panies, include about 6.000 
administrative and support 
positions, ATT said. 

The majority of the job 
cuts will be in U.S.-based 
operations. 

ATT said it also plans ‘to 
reduce the value of some 
assets, including United, its 
Canadian telecommunica- 
tions venture, and several 
other international units. 

The company said it will 
also modify several of its 
services, which will require 
writing down the value of 
some propriety software and 
hardware. ATT will also 
write down the value of some 
unneeded network facilities, 
such as microwave towers, 
and refocus its undersea 
cable operations. 
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JORDANIAN ELECTRIC PWWKH 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO CECUM ITT. tS 

REAL ESTATE INVH6THSNV 

JORDAN ItfXERKAIIOKAL TRAD; Mi CMNIER 

MACHXHARY EQUIP. RENTING A MAINTENANCE 
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ZARKA PRIVATE UNIVERSITY 
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TUB JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
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JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

1450 
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JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINARY 

11067 
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10.270 

JORDAN TANNING 

247 
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W00L2H INDUSTRIES 
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KUU3 PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
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1.H9U 

l.euo 
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NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 
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INTERMEDIATE PETSO- CHOC CAL INDUSTRIES 
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36075 



UNIVERSAL HOCEKK INDUSTRIES 

2250 

7149 

3.170 

3.130 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

37650 

77626 

2.000 

2.040 

JOED AN NSW CABLE COMPANY-: 

5900 

6674 

rrhUO' 

IV460 W 

5L-2AZ READY WAR KMEffAJITOEIBG CO. 

40S0 

9166 

i.TiO 

*4.260 

IWTE1WA7X0SAL TOBACCO fi CIGARETTES 

7171 

1U0 97 



UNIOR CHEMICAL fi UXCLTIABLS OIL INDUSTRI 

3400 



t .620 


INDUSTRIAL 


GRANS TOTAL 


SECTOR 


2 B1M 3 


J NIJKX NUMHHH 

CHANGE 


NO. OP TRADED SSARX5 IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL EKRKEI 


1217432 


279750 

3 JftS 4 .l 


1 NIJKX MJKHKH ; 156.07 
CHAIttJIS s -- 1 . 9 S* 


Some restaurants 
in Paris booked 
for new year ... 1999 

PARIS (R) — Some of Paris’s top restaurants say they are 
already fully booked for new year festivities on die eve of 
the new miUenium in 1999. 

The French daily Liberation published a survey showing 
that some of the worid’s richest gourmets, planning how to. 
celebrate the new miUenium, had made reservations years 
ago for the night of Dec. 31, 1999. 

It said the Tour d’Argent and Maxim's were among 
restaurants saying all tables were taken. The Tour cT Argent 
had boltings from diems in the United States and Japan as 
well as Europe to see in the year 2000. 

Others, like the Jules Verne Restaurant half-way up the 
Eiffel Tower, were refusing to consider bookings before 
1999 despite receiving dozens of enquiries. Liberation said ■ 
some restaurants reported no bookings and laughed at the 
veiy question of a table in four years' time. 

It said Maxim’s would serve a new year menu littie 
changed since the 1930s, induding lobster, caviar, truffles 
and foie gras pate — now costing 2,450 francs ($500) per 
person). 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Tuesday. 


One U.S. dollar 


1.3589/90 

1.4325/35 

1.6040/50 

1.1550/60 

29.44/4 8 

4.8924/74. 

151(7.9/9.4 

103.80/90 

6.6050/50 

6.3200/50 

5.5432/42 

1.4144/54 

0.7428/33 

7.7332/42 


One sterling $1.5505/15 
One ounce of gold $388.75/389.25 


Canadia n dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs—.— 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 


Kuwait 

reports 

record 

stocks 

activity 

in 1995 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwait’s stock market surged 
to record levels in 1995 as the 
Gulf emirate pressed ahead 
with reforms to revive its 
economy which was hurt by 
weak oil prices and the 1990 
Iraqi invasion, officials said 
T\iesday. 

Turnover jumped by 
around 242 per cent to nearly 
$6.5 billion m 1995 while the 
1,000-point sbare index 
surged by 38 per cent or by 
371 points, the stock ex- 
change’s director, Hisham A1 
Otaibi, said. 

“This reflects the growing 
investors’ confidence in the 
market,” he told the official 
news agency KUNA. “I hope 
the growth will continue in 
1996, which indicates stron- 
ger activity and more econo- 
mic growth rates.” 

He said actual activity in 
1995 was higher as the figure 
did not include shares sold off 
by the government to the pub- 
lic in privatisation program- 
mes, part of reforms laun- 
ched after the liberation of 
Kuwait in early 1991. 

The surge in 1995 made the 
Kuwaiti market the biggest 
exchange in the Arab World 
in terms of turnover. Saudi 
Arabia was the second big- 
gest in 1995, when share tur- 
nover peaked at around $6.05 
billion. 

Around 50 banks and com- 
panies trade their shares on 
the Kuwaiti exchange, which 
was badly damaged by the 
Iracji invasion in August 

Experts said the high activ- 
ity was due to economic re- 
forms, a growth hi the profits 
of trading institutions and 
speculation by investors: This 
is in contraST with the mar- 
kets in Oman, Bahrain and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) where speculation is 
virtually absent. 

Mr. Otaibi gave no figures 
for the market capitalisation 
of the trading institutions but 
previous figures showed it 
stood at $10.7 billion at the 
start of 1995. 
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^ DAJANI 1 

JEWELLERS 1 

Gems of the worid . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 

Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 


Furnished Apartment 
For Rent , 

In Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas * 

Fumished/unfumished for , 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tat: 810605, 810609, 810520 
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863944 - 816690 


'Cafe- 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE’ 

Sweifiyeh 


816690 

At 7u n net 



FOK RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Appartments 
in Amman 




DOLLAR 


RENT A CAR 


FORYOUR 


Advertisement 


In 




Make Car 

Rental Simple 

Shmemni 
Tel: 6 93399 




667171 ext 


(®tm 

SF 035? 

together at 


* HOME ACCESSORIES 

★ FURNITURE 


^eifieh - Behind Cairo Bank 



For Res. 812997 -814118 
Mecca SI. Dooud Center 


NOuEOZ 


* European St* aka & CNefcan 

* Middle Eastern firtfa 

* PbzaASnados 
'Hamburgers 

* Mazza. Salada 
'Aigeta 


Tel: 642830 

Jabal Amman, 3rt CireHa 




Restaurant 



RENT A CAR 


Abdoun* Tel ; 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 


Wetty. 


Main office 

King Abdullah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 


Lunch & Dinner 


SHMESANK TEL 680093 


CROWN HOT 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5t|^irc!^392672 

MAURICE AKKAWi 
& SONS 

.-.Francesco . 

smalto 

: Men's Wear 



Amra Hotel t’unimmkii (Vnlr'r- 
Tel . 864721 




Head Office 

Tel. 06-684771 / Fax 684973 
Aqaba Office 
Tel. 03-316265 / Fax 316265 
Emergency Call 24 Hours 
079 / 21526 

Shmisani King Abdullah Gardens 


Produce merchants top list of violators 
for price manipulation 

irk THE NUMBER of violations of the Supply Law — 
price manipulation, selling food unfit for human consump- 
tion, forging expiry dates on products and concealing or 
refusing to sell food stuffs — nearly doubled last year to 
25.4 thousand violations compared to about 13,000 in 1994. 
Merchants selling vegetables and fruits topped the list of 
violators by accounting for 21.9 per cent or an average of 
5,560 violations. Bakeries and restaurants were second as 
their violations accounted for 15 pm cent or an average of 
3,818, followed by poultry and egg traders who were issued 
1937 violation notices, or 7.6 per cent. There was a total of 
4,073 violations for not displaying prices on products, or 16 
per cent. Most of the violators were fined either less than 
JD 30 or between JD 30 to JD 300 which is the highest fine. 
Observers at the Ministry of Supply stresssss that there is 
an urgent need to reconsider the penalties to make them 
more effective and deterrent as a merchant, in light of what 
is currently in force, doubles his prices to compensate what 
he will pay in fines (A1 Ra'i). 

Central Bank denies banning dealings 
in Israeli shekels 

irtr AN OFFICIAL source at the Centra] Bank of Jordan 
(GBJ) denied issuing a circular to banks and financial and 
money changing companies banning them from dealing in 
Israeli shekels. The source said the bank does not issue 
'instructions for currencies dealings in the Jordanian mar- 
ket. He clarified that on Dec. 4, 1995 the CBJ requested 
banks and financial and money changing companies to treat 
the state of Israel, its currency and its citizens the same 
treatment accorded to any other foreign country. This 
request was made on the strength of a memorandum issued 
by the minister of justice regarding the cancellation of laws 
on the boycott of Israel, the source explained. He said the 
CBJ usually issues instructions regarding the cancellation 
of a country’s currency on the issuance of a new denomina- 
tion and the specifications of that currency but the bank 
does not oblige any party to deal in the currencies of any 
specific country and the only obligation is implemented on 
the Jordanian dinar. 

Meanwhile, a number of money changers said that there 
has been no dealings in the shekel in the local market 
although the Israeli currency is treated like any other 
foreign currency. A shekel is worth 215 fils (buying) and 
220 fils (selling) (A1 Ra'i). 

Refinery losing from gas sales 

frit JORDAN PETROLEUM Refinery Company General 
Manager Abdul Wahab A1 Zu’bi has denied any intention 
to raise prices of petroleum products at the present despite 
pressure from the World Bank. He said that the govern- 
ment was the party that set the prices, but that according to 
his knowledge there is no intention to hike prices of 
petroleum products as they are dose to international levels. 
As for gas sales, the company’s chief said that the cost to 
produce a cylinder of gas is JD 3.300 and by sellingit to 
distributors at JD 1.65 and to consumers for JD 2.000 the 
company was incurring clear losses. But still, and due to 
high demand from low-income groups, the government 
opted to keep prices unchanged. Mr. Zu'bi said that the 
refinery produces between 400 to 450 tonnes of gas each 
day but daily consumption at present is about 1,100 tonnes. 
Noting that gas supplies from Iraq do not exceed 40 tonnes, 
per day, compared to 200 tonnes in the past, Mr. Zu’bi 
added, the company has been able to cover die shortage 
through 30,600 tonnes of gas imports until the end of last 
year. With 10,000 tonnes of gas in storage and by importing 
an additional 30,000 tonnes during January and February 
of this year, the problem of gas supplies would be 
fundamentally solved, Mr. Zu’bi pointed out (A1 Ra'i). 
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Spurs nail Manchester United 4-1 


LONDON (R) — Tottenham 
Hotspur baited Manchester 
United's challenge to New- 
castle for the English Premier 
[League title when they nailed 
the former champions 4-1 on 
■Monday. 

• United’ cut Newcastle’s 
lead from 10 points to four 
last week but, with the 
chance of reducing the 
arrears to just one point as 
Newcastle were without a 
game till Tuesday, they ran 
into a Totenham ambush at 
White Hart Lane. 

Teddy Sheringham and Sol 
Campbell scored one each in 
the first half and Chris Arm- 
strong struck twice after the 
interval to check the progress 
of United, who beat Newcas- 
tle '2-0 last Wednesday and 
Queen’s Park Rangers 2-1 on 
Saturday. 

Andy Cole equalised with- 
_in a minute of Sheringbam's 
opener for Spurs for his 
fourth goal in four games and 
had another spectacular 
effort ruled out when they 
were 4-1 down midway 
through the second half. 

But Tottenham folly de- 
served their win, which put 
them back on track after two 
draws and a defeat by de- 
fending champions Black- 
burn in their three previous 
matches. 

Newcastle entertain Tot- 
tenham’s north London 
neighbours Arsenal in the 
first of two games they have 
in band over United. 

Newcastle lead the table 
with 45 points from 20 games, 
with United second on 41 
points from 22. 

Liverpool, two goals down 
against Nottingham Forest 
after 18 minutes, staged a 
remarkable recovery to win 
4-2 and stay third, ahead of 
Tottenham on goal differ- 
ence. 

Both have 38 points — 
Liverpool from 21 games and 
Tottenham from 22. 

English striker Sheringham 

S ve Tottenham the lead In 
e 35th minute, nipping in to 
beat Danish goalkeeper Peter 
Schmeichel from close range 
for his 17th goal of the sea- 
son. 

But Cole, who cost United 
£7 million ($11 million) in a 
move from Newcastle last 
'season, levelled within a mi- 
nute, stabbing home,, .Phil 
Neville's cross from' the left. 

Spurs, however, hit back 
immediately before the inter- 
val when Sheringham back- 
headed an excellent cross 
from Dean Austin into the 
path of Campbell, who shot 
through a forest of players 
beneath the diving 
Schmeichel. 

Schmeichel, who had pul- 
led a calf muscle in die warm- 
up, was replaced after the 
interval bv Kevin Pilkington 



Manchester United's WUHam Prunier (right) 
jumps for the baH with Tottenham Hotspur’s 
Stnart Nethercott (left Croat) mod Teddy Sber- 

but the new keeper was 
powerless against two fine 
headers by Armstrong in the 
48tH and 66th minutes. 

Cole was unlucky to have a 
goal disallowed for danger- 
ous play after he had hooked 
the ball in brilliantly with a 
dose-range overhead shot 12 
minutes from the end. 

But United can have no 


Ingham (left rear). The two sides were playing 
in a Premier Leagae match on New Year’s day 
(Renters photo) 


own goal four minutes from 
time gave Liverpool a 4-2 
victory. 

Aston Villa moved up to 
fifth with a 2-0 win at Mid- 
dlesbrough, who have fal- 
tered in recent weeks. 

Alan Wright and Tommy 
Johnson struck the villa goals 
against a Middlesbrough side 
which badly missed England 


BRITISH SOCCER 


Complaints about the out- 
come of the battle between 
two injury-stricken sides. 

Liverpool looked in dire 
straits when England midfiel- 
der Steve Stone and Ian 
Woan scored in the I3th and 
18th minutes to give visitors 
Nottingham Forest a 2-0 lead 
at Anfield. 

But in-form Robbie Fowler 
netted twice before halftime 
to take his tally to seven goals 
in four games and a 62nd- 
minute strike by former 
Forest marksman Sian Colly- 
more and a Colin Cooper 


forward Nick Barmby and 
Norwegian striker Jan Aage- 
Fjortoft. 

Scottish international Dun- 
can Ferguson scored twice in 
Evert on’s 3-2 win at Wimble- 


don, claiming his first goals in 
the Premier League since his 
release from prison in late 
November after serving 44 
days for butting an opponent 
when he played for Glasgow 
Rangers. 

West Ham, with one goal- 
keeper injured and another 
suspended, had to give a de- 
but to Neil Finn, 17, just three 
days earlier and the youngest 
player in Premier League his- 
tory. 

They lost 2-1 at Manches- 
ter City and manager Harry 
Redknapp complained that 
Premier League chiefs had 
refused to let him make an 
emergency loan signing. 


DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT 

Super deluxe all brand new furnished villa, 
prime location in west Amman. 

Only serious inquires 
Please call Tell 667751 - 07930566 


TO FOREIGN CONTRACTORS 

Available for immediate sale, one leibher. 

Track Excavator model R98t TLC / 243- 
For inspection and negotiations 
please contact Mr. Zakaria 
Tel.: 618612, after 10 a.m. daily 


An international development agency seeks to employ an 
efficient 

SECRETARY 

For a small office on a full time basis. Requirements: Completion of 
secondary education and at least 1 year secretarial course. At least 
5 years experience in secretarial work. Excellent command of 
spoken and written English and Arabic, excellent typing skills and 
experience with PC ( Wmword. Excel, Access ). 

Please send your CV by Fax to: 830421 


HI §» 


THE CERVANTES INSTITUTE 

Announces the opening of its: 

ARABIC FOR FOREIGNERS COURSES 
M.S.A. (Modern Standard Arabic). 
Writing and Reading Skills. 

Different Levels (three hours per week). 
Registration is open. 

The courses will start on 7th January. 

For more information please call: 

INS7TTUT0 CERVANTES, Jabal Amman. Tel. No. 610858. 


FOR SALE 

Duty unpaid yellow plate TOYOTA Carina il 
1600 cc. 1987, 5 speed, central lock, very good 
condition, JD 2,600. Also Panasonic Fax UF 
250, very good condition JD 400. 

Contact Tel.: 862396 


* ' 
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Institute* 

Cervantes 


THE CERVANTES INSTITUTE 

SPANISH LANGUAGE COURSES 
FOR ALL LEVELS 
REGISTRATION IS OPEN 
COURSES START ON JAN. 7,1996 
THE CERVANTES INSTITUTE 
(SPANISH CULTURAL CENTER) 
JABAL AMMAN, 3RD CIRCLE. 
TEL. 610858 


Agassi 

confirms 

Australian 

schedule 

MELBOURNE (AP) — 
Andre Agassi, troubled by 
a cheat muscle injury for 
the past three months, 
Monday confirmed he will 
play in the Colonial Gassic 
and Australian Open tennis 
.tournaments later this 
month. 

Colin Stubs, tournament 
director of the Colonial 
Gassic, said Agassi had 
finalised his travel plans 
and would play in the eight- 
man exhibition at Kooyong 
from Jan. 10-13 prior to 
defending his Australian 
Open men's singles title. 

The injury forced Agassi 
out of the Davis Cup final 
against Russia in Moscow 
last month. 

Agassi will line up with 
World No. 1 Pete Sampras 
and fellow American Jim 
Courier in the Colonial 
Classic. 

The field also includes 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov of 
Russia, Stefan Edberg of 
Sweden, Wayne Ferreira of 
South Africa, Michael 
Sticfa of Germany and Pat- 
rick Rafter of Australia. 

Stubs said Agassi always 
had been confident of play- 
ing down under. 

“He's had a pulled mus- 
cle, but it's never been a 
worry that be couldn't 
play,” Stubs said. *Tve just 
been advised that he has 
confirmed his flights.” 

The Colonial Classic is 
attractive to the leading 
players because they are 
guaranteed at least three 
matches on rebound ace 
courts — the surface used 
in the Australian Open 
which starts on Jan. 15 at 
the National Tennis Cen- 
ter. 


Jackie 
Stewart 
poised to 
return to 
Formula 
One 

PARIS (AFP). — Britain's 
three-time world motor rac- 
ing champion Jackie Stewart 
is poised to return to Formula 
One — as an owner. 

The 57-year-old Scotsman 
and his son Paul are believed 
to have linked up with Ford 
to run a team in the 1997 
season. 

An official announcement 
from Ford is expected on 
Thursday morning in Detroit. 

Stewart is Britain's most 
successful ever Grand Prix 
driver, winning the cham- 
pionship in 1969, 1971 and 
1973. He was ninner-up in 
1968 and 1972. 

His son. under the name of 
Paul Stewart Raring, has be- 
come one of the top teams in 
Formula 3000 as well as For- 
mula Three and Formula 
Vauxhall. 

Stewart said recently that 
he would only go back into 
Formula One if the backing 
was available. 


German 

youngster 

topples 

Bjorkman 

ADELAIDE (Agencies) — 
Little known German teena- 
ger Nicolas Kiefer caused a 
big upset in the opening 
round of the Australian 
Men’s Hardcourt Cham- 
pionships on Tuesday when 
he beat fourth-seeded Swede 
Jonas Bjorkman 6-2, 6-1. 

Kiefer, who won through 
from qualifying, upset world 
No. 30 and Bjorkman to set 
up a second round meeting 
with big-serving Martin 
Damm of the Czech Repub- 
lic. 

Also joining Kieferin the 
last 16 were Joem Renzen- 
brink and tour campaigner 
Cari-Uwe Steeb. 


Colts upset Chargers 35-20; 
Packers to meet 49ers next week 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — The 
Colts clicked in the playoffs 
for the first time in 24 years, 
and they did it with the help 
of a running back who didn’t 
gain a single yard in the 
regular season. 

Zack Crockett, who took 
over the running chores after 
Marshall Faulk was injured, 
ran 33 and 66 yards for touch- 
downs and finished with 147 
yards as Indianapolis beat de- 
fending AFC champion San 
Diego 35-20 on Sunday in 
American Football playoffs. 

The rookie limped off the 
field late in the game, but not 
before leading the Colts to 
their first playoff win since 
Dec. 21, 1971, when Johnny 
Unitas quaterbacked the 
Baltimore Colts. The Colts 
were 0-5 in playoff games 
since then. 

By the end of the game, 
the burly fullback was up and 
chatting with teammates and 
the Colts were on their way 
to play the Kansas Gty chiefs 
in a divisional playoff game at 
Arrowhead Stadium next 
Sunday. 

Jim Harbaugh did his part, 
too, throwing for two touch-, 
downs and running for 
another. 

Crockett's 147 yards on 13 
carries broke the club playoff 
record of 116 by Tom Matte 
in the 1969 super bowl loss to 
the New York Jets. His clin- 
ching 66-yard to run in the 
fourth quarter was the 
longest rushing play by the 
Colts since Matte had a 58- 
yarder in that super bowl, 
and the longest scoring run 
since Ron Lee’s 13-yarder 
against Oakland in 1V77. 

The Chargers were elimin- 
ated after winning their last 
five year regular-season 
games to recover from a 4-7 
start to get back into the 
playoffs. 

Crockett, a 241-pounder 
from Florida State, gave the 
Colts control of a see-saw 
game and stunned the crowd 
at Jack Murphy Stadium with 
his thrilling 66-yard touch- 
down run with 11-28 remain- 
ing. Chargers end Lesilie 
O'Neal overran the delay 
play and Crockett chugged 
up the middle' of the field, 
picking up a block from fel- 
low running back Lamont 
Warren at the 10 to give the 
Colts a 28-20 lead. 


On his first touchdown 
run, Crockett made a sham- 
bles of a defence noted for its 
play against the run, going 
untouched for 33 yards and a 
14-10 lead with 1:47 left in 
the second quarter. 

Harbaugh threw a perfect 
42-yard scoring pass to the 
sliding Sean Dawkins with 41 
seconds left in the third quar- 
ter, the fifth and final lead 
change that put the Colts up 
21-17. 

John Carney kicked a 30- 
yard field goal for the Char- 
ges, and Crockett's big run 
came on the first play of the 
ensuing Colts series. 

Harbaugh scored on a 3- 
yard run with 6:55 left. 

Faulk and Warren started 
the game, but Faulk reaggra- 
vated his bruised left knee on 
the first series and did not 
return. He was in for only 
two plays, including a 16-yard 
cany to open the game. 

Harbaugh was l6-of-27 for 
175 yards, with one intercep- 
tion. Stan Humphries, who 
strted 0-for-6, was 23-of-47 
for 292 yards and two touch- 
downs. 

Indianapolis led 14-10 at 
halftime, a score that held up 
after Humphries suffered his 
second interception of the 
half to ruin a perfect two- 
minute drill. After moving 
the Chargers from their 10 to 
a first-and-10 from the Indy 
17, Humphries watched his 
pass bounce off Tony Mar- 
tin’s helmet in the end zone 
and into comerback Ray 
McEiroy’s hands with 17 
seconds left. 

After being frustrated by 
San Diego's defence on their 
first three drives, the Colts 
broke through a Chargers 
goal-line stand to go ahead 
7-3 three plays into the 
second quarter. On third- 
and-goal from the 2, Har- 
baugh was chased to the right 
but found rookie tight end 
Ken Dilger alone in the back 
right corner of the end zone. 

Before the TD, linebacker 
Dwayne Gordon stuffed 
Lamon Warren for a one- 
yard loss and Seau made a 
leaping pass deflection. The 
drive was set up by Ray 
Buchanan’s 46-yard punt re- 
turn to the San Diego 27. 

The Chargers converted 
five straight third downs on 
their next drive, including a 


6-yard pass from Humphries 
to tight end AJgred Papuan 
5:48 before halftime. 

Crockett's 33-yarder came 
on the next drive. 

Humphries clicked again in 
the third quarter to give San 
Diego its last lead, 17-14 on 
an 11-yard pass to Shawn 
Jefferson, who was wide 
open because defensive back 
David Tate turned Iris back. 
Humphries completed all five 
passes on that drive for 75 
yards. 

I Packers storm past 
Fadons 

At Green Bay, Wisconsin 
Brett Favre threw three 
touchdown passes Sunday to 
beat the team who traded 
him away, leading Green 
Bay's 37-20 rout of Atlanta 
and sending the Packers to 
the second round of the 
American National Football 
league playoffs. 

NFL playoff glance 

AH Times GMT 
Wad-card round 
Saturday, Dec. 38 

Buffalo 37. MiSiSi 22 
Philadelphia 48, Detroit 37 
Sunday, Dec. 31 
Green Bay 37, Atlanta 20 
Indianapolis 35, San Diego 
20 

Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 6 
Saturday, Dec, 30 
Buffalo at Pittsburgh, 1730 
Green Bav at San Francis- 
co. 2100 

Sunday, Jan. 7 

Pbilaldephia at Dallas , 1 
1730 

Indianapolis at Kansas 
Gty. 2100 

Conference ChampfoBgUps 
Sunday, Jan. 14 

Pairings TBD, 1730 and 
2100 

Super Bowl 

At Tempe. Arizona .. 

Sunday, Jan. 28 

AFC champion vs NFC 
champion, 2320 '■ 

-Si&ifeiy, Feb. 4 
Pro Bowl 

At Honolulu , Hawaii 
AFC all-stars vs NFCaJl-stais 


Bulls go 13-1 for best month ever 


CHICAGO (AP) — In November, the Chica- 
go Bulls went 11-2 and established themselves 
as favourites for the American NBA cham- 
pionship. Scottie Pippen was magnificent. 
Dennis Rodman demonstrated that he could 
fit in. And Michael Jordan showed that he 
was still, well, Mjchael Jordan. 

As it turns out, November was nothing 
compared to December — the best month in 
team history. 

% 

“We didn’t approach it as, ‘let’s be 13-1 in 
December,"’ Jordan said. “We approached it 
as, ‘let’s get this game ... let’s get this game ... 
let’s get this game.’ The next thing you know, 
we were 13-1.” 

Said coach Phil Jackson: “Somewhere in 
the middle of the month, someone told me we 
could go undefeated. I laughed. But we 
almost did it.” 

Thanks to their December of domination, 
the Bulls take a 25-3 record into 1996. They 
are 15-0 at the United Centre. Yet despite 
their success, they insist they have room for 
improvement. 

An unbeaten January, perhaps? 

“We're happy with out progress, but I don’t 
think we're totally in love with how we’ve 
played in relation to how we're going to have 
to play in the playoffs," Jordan said. “I don’t 
Uunk we’ve played our best basketball yet. ■ 
But I think we’re going to be fine." 


To the rest of the league, the Bulls already 
are too fine. 

“They're great,” said Atlanta coach Lenny 
Wilkens, whose team came closer than any 
other to winning in Chicago before losing 
95-93 Saturday. “Michael is playing great 
Scottie is playing great. They are great leaders 
and make everybody else that much better." 

The Bulls’ only December loss was at 
Indiana last week. They rallied from a 24- 
point deficit to make it dose but lost 103-97, 
snapping a 13-game winning streak. Three 
nights later, they gained revenge with a 120-93 
victory over the defending Central Division 
champions. 

“It’s not just Michael and Scottie, but Ron 
Harper, Luc Longley; the whole team," 
Pacers coach Larry Brown said. “They all 
played great.” 

It’s doubtful any other scorer can catch 
Jordan, who takes a 30-point average into fee 
new year. San Antonio’s David Robinson is 
next, 3‘/i points back. It would be a record 
eighth scoring title for Jordan, who obviously 
is back in form; he looked rusty at times late 
last season after coming out of retirement. 



paring 
years ago, 

role now. Scottie Pippen has matured and my 
role has diminished a bit. But I’m still very 
happy with my role.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH WRSCH 
ei«M Tmun Umta StntaK. he 


Q. I ■ Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

What do you bid now? 


WEST 

Pan 


*70 'TYJ 8 5 3 2 0A96 6 J.K B 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH 

t* Pass 1? 

I* Pass ? 

Whnt action do you take? 

Q- 2 - Neither vulnerable, as South 

you hold: 

*A9 54 <7J85 2 OAJ098 *6 

T he bi dding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

I* IT Phi ? 


Q. 3 - Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*95 <?6 OA 10 5 4 *K Q J 783 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1* Pass 1 a 

2* Pass £V 

What do you bid now’ 

?■ 1 ‘ A® South, vulnerable, you 
nolo: 

*« 9IQ7062 OA 10 0 4 *A 7 2 


Pass 

Pass 


The bidding has proceeded: 
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

2NT Pm 3 * P“*_ 

3C Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

Q. 5 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*A4 CK Q J 10 7 0A8762 *A 


What do you bid now? 

Q. 6 • Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


*A J 7 5 3 990 OK 7 4 2 *A< 

The bidding has i 


north East south west 

to DM T 

Wfaat action do you take? 


S' 

CINEMA TEL 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL 609238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TEL 677420 

CONCORD 

Pierce Brosnan 
as 

James Bond 007 . 
in 

Goldeneye 

Shows: 12:30, 3.30, 6:05, 8:30, 10:30 p m 

Dangerous 

Minds 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 * 

* TheSanta Clause 

Shows: 12:30. 5:00 

CONCORD “1” 

Next Karate Kid 

Shows; 12:30. 3:30. ft. 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

* Batman For ever 

Shows: 3:3n X;3() 

* ASSASSINS 

Shows: 6. •1:51) 


AMMOUN THEATRE & 

Cl N E M A/ TEL: 618274 - 618275 


Alter the renovation ... 
Presents to its dear 
clients the strongest Arab 
& Foreign films as of 

1 Jan. 96 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


Shows begin on Dec. 19. 1995 and 
continue on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays (three days a week) 
only. The programme continues 
until the start of the holy month of 
Ramadan. The Show is entitled: 

“Ahlan Tatbie” 

Welcome Normalisation 

For reservation call 625155 
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CHICAGO (AFP) — After two and a half years of waiting, 
the man accused of killing the father of basketball star 
Michael Jordan will get his day in court. 

Daniel Andre Green, jailed on charges of first degree 
murder in connection with the July 1993 slaying of James 
Jordan, is scheduled to go on trial Wednesday in the state 
of North Carolina. 

The 21-year-old, who has converted to the Muslim faith 
and has changed his name to Lord D. A1 Saddiq Amin 
Salaam Allah, has told reporters he is optimistic about his 
chances of being acquitted in the shooting. 

Prosecutors, meanwhile, say they are upbeat on getting a 
conviction. 

Robeson County prosecutor Johnson Britt, who predicts 
the trial will last about four weeks, said he will seek the 
death penalty against Green. 

Britt will be counting in part on testimony from 
co-defendant Larry Martin D emery, 20, who pleaded guilty 
to the murder in April. In the hopes of being spared the ' 


death penalty, Demery has agreed to testify against his 
ex-best friend. 

Demery has said previously that Green shot the elder 
Jordan during a robbery in North Carolina, after which the 
two dumped the man's body in a swamp just across the 
border in South Carolina. 

Prosecutors also plan to introduce evidence showing that 
Green buried in his grandmother's yard a National 
Basketball Association championship ring that Michael 
Jordan, who plays for the Chicago Bulls, tod given to his 
father. 

Green has acknowledged he was in possession of 
Jordan's car and jewelry, but denies killing him. Neither 
Green nor his attorneys could be reached for comment. 

The case has been marked by delays that authorities 
blame on a former prosecutor accused of withholding 
documents from the defence, and Britt was elected in 1994 
on a platform of speeding up lagging prosecutions. 


FIFA 


Havelange 
promises 
2006 
World 
Cup to 
Africa 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) 
— Saying “Africa’s time 
has come," FIFA president 
Joao Havelange promised 
the 2006 World Cup to the 
continent in a interview 
published in Rio daily Jor- 
nal Do BrasS. 

“The success of African 
soccer could result shortly 
in having a world champion 
as it has won competitions 
on other levels,*’ Have 
lange said. “And to value 
the work that has been 
done, I will tell (South 
African) president Nelson 
Mandela on my trip that 
the 2006 World Cup will be 
on his continent. 

“Africa has won the right 
to host its first world cham- 
pionship.” 

■Havelange, who said 
South Africa is a favourite 
to host the tournament, is 
scheduled to travel to the 
country for the Jan. v 13-' 
Feb. 3 African Cup aftjfe- 
tions. The Africa Cup was 
rocked over the weekend 
by the withdrawal of de- 
fending champion Nigeria. 

Havelange’s statements 
were the latest in a series of 
gestures to Africa, which 
has been a strong supporter 
of the 79-year-old Brazilian 
in his re-election bids. 

At the urging of Have- 
lange, FEFA increased the 
World Cup field from 24 to 
32 teams for 1998. with 
Africa receiving a quarter 
of the new berths, nearly 
doubling its slots to five 
despite only advancing one 
team to the quarterfinals in 
the history of the World 
Cup 

After FIFA pulled the 
under-20 world cham- 
pionship from Nigeria ear- 
lier this year over health 
concerns, Havelange prom- 
ised Nigeria the 1997 
tournament would be re- 
moved from Malaysia and 
given to Nigeria. He later 
backed away from that 
under pressure saying he 
had asked Malaysia to con- 
sider the relinquishing the 
tournament. 

‘It’s the soccer of the 
future," Havelange said re- 
ferring to Africa. “It began 
in - amateur ranks and is 
triumphing with a lot of 
fight. Africa’s main teams 
stand out in international 
competitions and in- 
creasingly more in the 
World Cups. Africa's has 
players with a very high 
technical capacity, as in the 
case of George Weah of 
Liberia.*’ 

Weah, who plays with 
Italy’s AC Milan, last week 
was awarded the 1995 Gol- 
den Ball award as Europe’s 
best player. 

African teams have won 
the last three and four of 
the six under- 17 (under- 16) 
world championships since 
FIFA began the competi- 
tion in 19S5. It also has had 
two reams reach the final at 
the under-20 world cham- 
pionship in its 18-year his- 
tory. 

Africa was granted an 
extra berth in the 1994 
World Cup, increasing its 
number to three, after 
Cameroon’s run to the 
quarterfinals in 1990, 
where it was beaten by 
England. 

In 1994, Nigeria was eli- 
minated in the second 
round by eventual finalist 
haly, while Cameroon and 
Morocco did not advance 
past the first round. 
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Jens Weisflog of Germany raises his arms Garmisch-Partenkirchen January 1. 
in joy after taking the third place In the Weisflog is leading the overall s tandings 


traditional New Year’s ski jumping event after two jumping events so far (Renters 
of the Four Hills competition in photo) 


ready to 
move the 
goalposts 

BONN (R) — World soccer’s 
governing body, FIFA, is 
ready to enlarge the size of 
goals in an effort to make the 

g ame more attractive, 
eneral-Secretary Sepp Blat- 
ter said on Tuesday. 

“The guardians of the rules 
are in agreement to lengthen 
the goals by the diameter of 
two balls, around 50 cen- 
timetres, and to increase the 
height by the diameter of one 
ball," Blatter told the Ger- 
man magazine Stern in an 
interview. 

Blatter said FIFA’s inter- 
national board was consider- 
ing the plan. It would reach a 
formal decision in March, 
which would be followed by a 
test period. 

But Blatter vowed the 
changes would not be intro- 
duced for the 1998 World 
Cup in France. “We will play 
the 1998 World Cup with the 
current rules," he said in the 
interview, released ahead of 
publication on Thursday. 

But the future of 
basketball-style time-outs, an 
innovation already being 
tested, looks uncertain. 

“Footballers are so con- 
servative," Blatter said. “So 
the mood in favour of time- 
outs is currently under 50 per 
cent. The matter is not quite 
finished with but the trend is 
negative." 


Atlanta confident at 
start of Olympic year 


ATLANTA (R) — With their Olympic year 
finally arrived, Atlanta’s 1996 Games organis- 
ers say they are confident they can present 
what they are calling “the largest peacetime 
event in history.” 

The dropping of an electric “peach" at a 
midnight celebration in Atlanta not only 
signalled the start of the 100th anniversary of 
the modern Olympics on July 19. 

And while the city's airport, roads, parks 
and sports facilities are undergoing massive 
overhauls, the head of the Atlanta Committee 
for the Olympic Games is unstinting in his 
boasts that Atlanta will present “the best 
Olympic Games ever.” 

Willian Payne, president, founder and chief 
visionary of the Atlanta* Olympic Group, says 
the city will be ready. 

"We Americans, in terms of business and 
management and logistical and technological 
support — - we’re as good, or better, as 
anybody in the world at it,” Payne said. 

“And as a consequence, as an event these 
games are going to be fantastic. I have 
absolutely no doubt about that, have never 
harboured any doubts about that." 

Olympic invitations were sent last summer 
to 197 countries. All but North Korea have 
accepted, and former U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter, a part-time Atlanta resident, has 
contacted the North Koreans asking them to 
reconsider their decision not to respond. 

Even without North Korea, the Atlanta 
Olympics are expected to far surpass any 
previous in number of countries, athletes, 
sports contested, medals awarded and specta- 
tors. 

Over the past six months, the committee 
had organised a series of 19 test events which 
played to mixed reviews from athletes, 
coaches and members of the news media. But 
Payne and other Olympic officials have said 
complaints will be dealt with and the 1996 
Games will ran smoothly. 

“I think it's fair to say that there are still 
some unknowns ont there which will probably 


surface over the next six months that we’fe 
going to have to deal with in a professional 
and considered way,” Payne said. 

This month, Atlanta officials hope to put's 
lid — if not an end — on the five-year debate 
over whether the private Atlanta Committee 
for the Olympic Games (ACOG) can stage 
the 1996 Summer Olympics without any tax- 
payer support. ► 

Payne has insisted since the start of Atlan- 
ta’s Olympic effort that the committee will tfe 
able to raise all the money it needs from 
corporate sponsorships, television rights fees, 
ticket and merchandise sales. 

In October, Olympic officials said they had 
concluded, in their final “bulletproof* budget 
projection, that they will raise $1.17 billion 
— a sum winch would provide about $13 
million for unexpected contingencies. 

But within a few days, Robbie Pound, a 
partner in Price Waterhouse and official 
Atlanta Olympic auditor, said the margin 
between projected revenue and expense was 
too close and ACOG had not revealed 
enough detail about bow it plans to spend its 
money. 

“This lack of detail raises our level of 
concern and raises the risk that ACOG could 
have a less than break-even result at the end 
of the games," he said. 

Payne said he understood Pound’s concern 
about ACOG spending. “It is inescapable and 

n even impossible not to worry a little 
ut keeping those items ana issues 
under control,” he said. 

This month, Payne said, the committee will 
reveal new, more detailed expense figures. 
“We feel extremely confident we will meet or 
exceed our revenue objectives," Payne said. 

The rest, he said, “is just doing business — 
and we’re good at doing business. This orga- 
nisation is not going to be paralysed — even 
remotely — over the financial issues which 
have occupied so much of our thought and so 
much of the media coverage.” 


Germany storm to Hopman Cup win 


PERTH (R) — Anke Huber 
won both her singles and 
doubles matches as Germany 
began their defence of the 
Hopman Cup mixed team 
tennis title by upsetting 
second seeds the Netherlands 
2-1 on Tuesday. 

Huber first beat Brenda 
Schultz-McCarthy 3-6, 6-4 7- 
6 (&-6). then teamed with Martin 
Sinner to win the decisive 
doubles 2-6, 6-1, 6-2 over 
Schultz McCarthy and 
Richard Krajicek. 

Sinner lost Kis signles 7-5, 
5-7, 7-6 (7-4) to Krajicek. 

The German pair raced 
through the doubles after 
dropping the opening set. 

Germany’s victory was the 
second upset in the eight- 
nation. round robin tourna- 
ment. The United States, 
seeded fifth, beat fourth- 
seeded South Africa on Mon- 
day. 

Germany, the seventh 
seeds, had suffered a setback 
before the tournament when 
Huber’s partner in last year's 
triumph, Boris Becker, made 
himself unavailable 

Huber, world-ranked 10th, 
also lost the first set of her 


singles as the free-hitting 
Schultz-McCarthy surprised 
her with a series of forehand 
cross-court winners. 

But the German levelled 
the match by breaking her big 
Dutch opponent’s serve in 
the 10th game of the second 
set to win it 6-4. 

Though Schultz-McCarthy, 
ranked 11th. served 20 aces 
— Huber had none — the 
German kept her cool and 
produced the more solid ten- 
nis at crucial moments. 

Both women held serve 
through the deciding set until 
Huber eventually got through 
in the tie breaker, breaking 
her rival’s serve on five points 
as she took it 8-6. 

The key to Krajicek’s vic- 
tory over Sinner in a 140- 
minute battle was his ability 
to hit winners to the Ger- 
man’s fragile backhand. 

The 47th-ranked -Sinner 
was also dogged by 12 double 
faults, five of them in the 
third set which enabled Kra- 
jicek to break back after 
dropping his own serve. 

Meanwhile Goran Iva- 
nisevic took just 72 minutes 
to beat Amaud Boetsch as 


favourites Croatia got the 
better of France in the Hop- 
man Cup tennis tournament 
on Monday. 

After Iva Majoli had 
cruised to a comfortable win 
over Catherine Tanvier in the 
Group A round robin match, 
Ivanisevic overcame some 
early hiccups to beat Boetsch 
and give top seeds Croatia a 
2-0 win. 

Ivanisevic won 7-5, 6-4. 
Majoli beat Tanvier 6-1, 6-2. 
But Ivanisevic's victory 


it 


g 


with none of his usual 
serves or aces. 

“I should be trying to get in 
more first serves than I did,” 
he observed. 

Majoli, playing in the cup 
for the first time, did not 
have to exert herself against 
Tanvier. 

The Frenchwoman, still re- 
covery from survery on her 
right knee which almost 
forced her into premature re- 
tirement, hobbled around the 
court gingerly throughout the 
64 minutes of the match and 
never looked likely to upset 
Majoli. 

The fifth-seeded United 


States surprised the highly 
fancied south Africans 2-1 in 
the first upset of the tourna- 
ment earlier on Monday. ’ 

Ridiey Reneburg bounced 
back after his American part- 
ner, teenager Chanda Rubin, 
had gone down to Amanda 
Coetzer in her singles, top- 
pling world number nine 
Wayne Ferreira 6-2, 6-2 to 
take the tie to' 1-1. 

In the deciding mixed dou- 
bles, Reneburg and Rubrii 
kepr tfa'etf^cool to overcome 
Ferretia arid Coetzer 7-5 1 

For the first time in eight 
years, the Hopman Cup has 
changed format, from knock- 
out in the early stages tjj 
round robin. 

The electronic line-calling 
system that replaced linf 
judges in the cup two yeajs 
ago was out of service for 
most of the day. 

"Tournament referee Peter 
BeUenger decide to turn off 
the hi-tech TEL (tennis elec-f 
tronic lines) system when it_ 
failed during the first 
women's singles and the chair r 
umpire took on the job on 
making the line calls. J 


Nigerian players lobby 
for Nations Cup slot 


LAGOS (AFP) — Nigeria’s 
footballers have petitioned 
the country’s leader General 
Sani Abacha in a bid to have 
him reverse a decision to 
withdraw from the African 
National Cup, government 
officials said. 

Nigeria, defending cham- 
pions in the competition 
which starts on Jan. 13, 
announced they were pulling 
out on Saturday, claiming the 
South African hosts had 
foiled to give guarantees of 
security for its players and 
officials. 

The move came in the 
wake of South African-led 
sanctions against Nigeria, fol- 
lowing the Nov. 10 execution 
of writer Ken Saro-Whva and 
eight of his companions in the 
Movement for the Survival of 
Ogoni People. 

But a last-ditch attempt to 
keep their team in the Cup 
has now been launched by 
Nigeria's professional and 
amateur footballers. 

Those backing the petition 
have been further encour- 
aged by Sunday’s announce- 
ment bv the ruling African 


Football Confederation 
(CAF) in Cairo that it had 
not received any official noti- 
fication of a withdrawal. 

The move bad originally 
been announced by Sports 
Minister Chief Jim Nwobo- 
dd, who said there was a 
palpable feeling of hostility 
against Nigeria and Nigerians 
which gave the West African 
nation no other choice. 

On Sunday, sources close 
to the sports ministry said 
that decision could also be 
reversed if senior CAF or 
FIFA officials intervened in 
the dispute. 

Officials were, meanwhile, 
concerned about any action 
which CAF or FIFA might 
take against Nigeria if the 
withdrawal went ahead as 
announced. 

The prospect of losing 
Nigeria left South African 
football officials stunned, and 
other teams disappointed. 

Solomon Morewa, presi- 
dent of the South African 
Football Association 
(SAFA), described the move 
on Sunday as “unbelievable” 
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Jor more information call pager Mo. 
865999 - 18360 , or Tef. S34606. 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
JOHN F. KENNEDY SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT 
Institute for Social and Economic Policy in the Middle East 
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FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT * 

3 bedrooms (one master), L - shaped salon, 2 
bathrooms, 2 glassed-in balconies, central heating, 
telephone. Location: Best area in Um Uthaina, 
between 5th and 6th Circles. Jabal Amman. Could 
be rented without furniture. 

For more information please call Tel. No. 810621, 
899639. 


Middle East Educational Fellowship (MEEF) for Social and Economic Policy Makers 
One Year Mid-Career Executive Education Program 

The Institute for Social and Economic Policy in the Middle East based at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University promotes 
regional cooperation and economic development in the Middle East through education, research and project implementation. MEEF creates a network of 
professionals and public officials throughout the Middle East who will, political conditions permitting, communicate and cooperate across borders and attend to 
the economics of the region in the broadest sense. 

Each year, the Institute will select a number of outstanding professionals in the fields of social and economic development namely in areas of education, 
health, labor, economics, business and social welfare. Fellows will be enrolled in either the Kennedy School's (KSG) Mid-Career Masters in Public 
Administration degree program, the Masters program at the Harvard Graduate School of Education (HGSE) or the Masters in Public Health degree 
program at the Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH). Once admitted into the program, participants will have the opportunity to cross-register with 
other Harvard graduate schools, such as Harvard Business School. The 12 months Fellowship includes tuition, an initial adjustment and book allowance, 
individual health insurance and housing . The Fellowship does not include air travel, family health insurance, and daily living expenses. Fellowships will be 
granted to a limited number of people. The program, however, is open for ail who qualify and who secure funding from international organizations.thc 
government or the private sector. 

Candidates must have the following qualifications in order to apply for the MEEF Mid-Career Program: 


L. be at least thirty three (33) years of age; 

2. have a minimum of seven (7) years of substantial professional experience in the fields of social and economic development; 

3. - KSG: Hold a Bachelor's degree; demonstrate proficiency in English by a TOEFL score of 600 or higher, taken in the past two years. Candidates who 
have had al least four years of undergraduate education in an English speaking university arc required to submit GRE scores instead of TOEFL scores. 
The GRE exam must be taken in the last five years. 

- HGSE: Hold a Bachelor’s degree: demonstrate proficiency in English by a TOEFL score of 600 or higher, taken in the past two years. Candidates 
should, in addition to the TOEFL, score 5 or higher on the Test of Written English (TWE). AJI candidates applying to the HGSE are required to submit 
GRE scores of exams laken in the past five years; 

- HSPH: Hold an MD or other advanced degrees related to public health; demonstrate proficiency in English by a score of 550 or higher, taken in the last 
two years. All candidates applying to HSPH are requires to submit GRE scores of exams taken in the last two years. 

4. commit to returning to the Middle East 

all applicants must send a letter of interest and an updated curriculum vitae 

ALONG WITH FULL ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER TO: 

MEEF SELECTION COMMITTEE C/O P.O.BOX 560 
AL- JUBAI HA- JORDAN 11941 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE DEADLINE IS JANUARY 14,1996. 
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Eritrea launches 


diplomatic offensive 


on islands dispute 


RIYADH (Agencies) — 
Eritrean Interior Minister Ali 
Sayyad Abdullah met with 
Saudi Crown Prince Abdul- 
lah here Tuesday at the 
launch of a diplomatic offen- 
sive in the Gulf over his 
■country's dispute with Ye- 
men over a Red Sea island 
chain. 

The Eritrean minister, who 
arrived in Riyadh late Mon- 
day, said he delivered a mes- 
sage from his government on 
international efforts to re- 
solve the dash over the Red 
Sea archipelago of Hanish. 

He also accused Yemen of 
being “responsible for the 
escalation by rejecting 
Asmara's proposal to evacu- 
ate the islands and resort to 
international arbitration.” 

Riyadh has so far sided 
with Sanaa, following Asmar- 
a's seizure of the disputed 
island of Hanish AJ Kabir 
(Greater Hanish) on Dec. 18 
after a three-day battle which 
cost nine lives. 

Eritrean President Issaias 
Afe world has called on Saudi 
Arabia and Djibouti to also 
demarcate their maritime 
borders with his country. The 
dispute with Yemen involved 
all nearby countries, he said. 

“Any demarcation of the 
Yemeni-Eritrean borders 
must absolutely involve Erit- 
rea's maritime borders with 
Saudi Arabia and Djibouti," 


the president said in a news- 
paper interview. 

The Hanish archipelago, 
which both sides claim, 
guards access to strategic Red 
Sea shipping lanes. Its own- 
ership has never been formal- 
ly decided by international 
convention. 

The Eritrean delegation 
was expected to travel on to 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) to meet President 
Zayed Ben Sultan A1 
Nahayan. 

In Cairo, U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros-Ghali said 
Tuesday that he was optimis- 
tic over a settlement to the 
dispute, following visits last 
week to Yemen and Eritrea. 

“I am optimistic. The two 
parties have a clear will for a 
peaceful settlement to their 
conflict as soon as possible," 
he told reporters after meet- 
ing Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. , 

Egypt and Ethiopia have 
both been trying to mediate. 

On Monday, Dr. Ghali 
said Yemen is ready to with- 
draw its troops from the dis- 
puted islands and accept in- 
ternational arbitration. Dr. 
Ghali told the Associated 
Press during a few hours' visit 
to Aden that Yemeni Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh in- 
formed him of that in a Satur- 
day meeting in the capital 
Sanaa. 


The secretary-general later 
left for Asmara, the Eritrean 
capital, where he met Mr. 
Afewerki. The U.N. chief 
said he was “pleased to note 
that the political will exists on 
both sides to resolve the issue 
by peaceful means." 

He said he still hoped that 
the issue could be resolved 
bilaterally, or through re- 
■ gjonal arrangements, but re- 
newed his offer of good 
offices to end the dispute. 

Yemen's foreign minister. 
Abdul Karim A1 Iryani, said 
Saturday any settlement to 
the dispute has to be based 
on ending Eritrea's military 
presence on Greater Hanish. 


A mediation effort by 
Ethiopia's Prime Minister 
Meles Zenawi, meanwhile, 
•appears to be bogged down. 
Ethiopia proposes that both 
countries withdraw their men 
from the islands as a first step 
toward reducing tension. It 
has also called for a third 
party to monitor the area to 
ensure there is no redeploy- 
ment of forces. 

Both countries have repe- 
atedly stated their wish to 
settle their differences peace- 
fully. 

As a goodwill gesture, 
Asmara released Saturday 
more than 200 Yemenis cap- 
tured in the fighting over 
Greater Hanish. 


‘Oil, tourism prompted 


Yemen-Eritrea dispute’ 


SANAA ( R) — Oil and tour- 
ism lie at the heart of a 
■dispute between Yemen and 
■Eritrea over the control of 
•two Red Sea islands which 
led to fierce fighting last 
"month, diplomats said Tues- 
day. ‘ 

Yemen and Eritrea, among 
the world's poorest nations, 
both claim sovereignty over 
the Greater and Lesser Han- 
ish islands where several peo- 


ple died in fighting in mid- 
December. 


December. 

The United Nations. Arab 
and African states hastened 
to mediate out of concern 
that the row would spread in 
the vital shipping region. 

Diplomats said the 
Houston-based Anadarko 
Petroleum Corp signed a deal 
■with Eritrea in September to 
invest at least, S28.5 million 
for oil and gas exploration in 
the 6.7 million-acre offshore 
Zula block in the Red Sea in 
the next seven years. 

The block surrounds the 


Dahlak archipelago off Erit- 
rea's coast, near Saudi and 
Yemeni coasts. The weekly 
Yemen Times said it “ex- 
tends all the way to the Han- 
ish area." 

Meanwhile Yemen has 
allowed an Italian company 
to set up diving operations on 
greater Hanish to promote it 
as a tourist spot. 

"Oil prospecting and tour- 
ist projects envisaged by the 
two countries whose sea bor- 
ders are yet to be defined are 
among the main reasons of 
the dispute." said one diplo- 
mat. 

Diplomats said the visit to 
Yemen on Tuesday of Fore- 
ign Minister Seyoum Mesfin 
of Ethiopia, which has medi- 
ated in the row. was post- 
poned but they gave no 
reason. 

U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali ended a visit 
to both countries on Sunday 
and said on Tuesday in Cairo 
he saw political will on both 


sides to end the dispute soon. 

Eritrean Interior Minister 
Ali Said Abdella was in Saudi 
Arabia on Tuesday to under- 
line Eritrea’s readiness to re- 
solve the row peacefully. 

Arab Yemen and African 
Eritrea differ over how the 
conflict began. 

A Yemeni political source 
said Nov. 16 that Eritrean 
troops landed on the islands 
and a naval official handed a 
message to Yemeni troops 
there saying the islands were 
in Eritrean territorial waters 
and asking them to pull out. 

Yemen responded by in- 
creasing its military presence 
and said the situation was 
calm, but the two sides failed 
in rounds of talks to reach 
agreement and on Dec. 15 air 
and sea lighting erupted be- 
tween their forces. 

Three days later Yemen 
said Eritrea seized Greater 
Hanish, while Eritrea says it 
won conrrol of the isiand 
Dec. 17. 
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KING RECEIVES BARAK: His Majesty King Hussein and Israeli Foreign Minister Ehud Barak on i T\iestfoy being 
saluted by a Royal Court guard in Amman. Mr. Barak arrived in Jordan on Tuesday ahead of a visit to Israel by 
King Hussein (Reuters photo-) 


Bosnia accuses Serbs of 


kidnapping 16 civilians 


SARAJEVO (R) — The 
Bosnian government 
accused Serbs on Tuesday 
of abducting 16 civilians in 
Sarajevo and protested to 
NATO, confronting the 
alliance with a law-and- 
order problem on its 
doorstep. 

Foreign Minister 

Muhamed Sacirbey warned 
NATO peacekeeping com- 
manders they were being 
tested by Bosnian Serbs 
determined to sabotage the 
implementation of peace. 

“Let’s understand there 
are people on the other side 
(Serbs) who’ll do anything 
to undermine the (peace) 
agreement and (NATO’s) 
credibility and it seems to 
me (NATO) has not woken 
up to this reality.” he told 
reporters. 

The government said the 
civilians were seized in 
defiance of agreements 
allowing free movement 
across former frontlines. 

They were detained over 
the last week as they drove 
through the Western Serb 
suburb of Ilidza where 
NATO forces have 
reopened roads once barred 
by Serb gunmen. 

A senior Bosnian Serb 
official confirmed on 
Tuesday that a group of 


Muslims had been detained 
in Serb-held Sarajevo, but 
rejected any suggestion they 
had been abducted. 

“The group was taken into 
custody for interrogation 
after they strayed from the 
road earmarked for their 
passage on their way 
through Serb Sarajevo.” the 
official. Drag an Dragic, told 
the Bosnian Serb news 
agency SRNA. 

“They include some per- 
sons in uniform, including a 
Muslim security officer." 
Mr. Dragic said, adding that 
some of those detained had 
been travelling in military 
vehicles. 

He said responsiblity for 
the incident lay with the 
• Muslim authorities, whom 
he accused of deliberately 
sending their citizens to 
Serb parts of Sarajevo to 
undermine the implementa- 
tion of the Dayton peace 
agreeement. 

The office of Hasan 
Muratovic. a senior Bosnian 
government minister, said a 
protest over the abductions 
was sent on Tuesday to 
Admiral Leighton Smith. 
NATO’s commander in 
Bosnia. 

“For days we have been 
informing ifor tthe NATO 
Implementation Force) that 


people are being captured 
and they have not taken a 
single action to protect 
them," Mr. Muratovic told 


reporters. 

The seizures embarrassed 
NATO, which has the might 
to confront military opposi- 
tion but is ill-equipped for 
small-scale intimidatory 
tactics that could undermine 
its mission to bring a stable 
peace to Bosnia. 

“The Serbs told us their 


action was in response to 
the arrest of two of its peo- 
ple by the Bosnian govern- 
ment in October," a U.N. 
police official said. 

The government is reluc- 
tant to swap the two Serbs 
for the 16 kidnap victims, 
believing such deals are 
reminiscent of U.N.-style 
compromises it hoped 
NATO would avoid. 

The government said it 
told French NATO forces, 
who control routes around 
Sarajevo, of the problem 
five days ago but British 
and U.S. alliance officials 
were unaware of the com- 
plaint. 

"The government threat- 
ened to block its civilians 
from travelling through 
Ilidza until NATO makes it 
safe. 

The first abductions were 


on Christmas day when 
three truck drivers were 
seized. 

Since then others have 
included a family of four, 
one of whom holds dual 
Bosnian and Swiss citizen- 
ship, three young men trav- 
elling together and more 
truck drivers. A total of 14 
was revised to 16 after more 
families complained to the 
police. 

“There was also one Lada 
car stopped and the three 
passengers were forced to 
pay 200 marks ($70) each to 
the Serbs,-*-" said govern- 
ment official Amir 
Hadziomeragic. 

NATO says it has no 
responsibility for investigat- 
ing the disappearances, 
which it believes should be 
dealt with by local civilian 
authorities as a police mat- 
ter. 

But diplomats say that in 
Ilidza the local authorities 
are the problem, not the 
cure, and complain that a 
large U.N. police force 
being planned has not yet 
appeared 

Reporters who have trav- 
elled through Ilidza saw 
Serb policemen throw up 
impromptu roadblocks to 
stop vehicles without Serb 
licence places. 


Hamas rift widened by elections 


‘Algerian 


Shin Bet chief 


GAZA (R) — The first 
Palestinian general elections 
have widened a rift within the 
militant Islamic Hamas group 
which has led opposition to 
the PLO-lsrael peace deal. 

At the start of this week 
more than 52 Hamas activists 
and sympathisers had reg- 
istered to run as indepen- 
dents in the elections despire 
a Hamas decision to boycott 
the poll. 

On Tuesday, confusion 
over how to deal with the 
differences was highlighted 
when three leading Hamas 
activists, who had declared 
candidacy on Sunday, with- 
drew from the race. 

A pamphlet signed by the 
three — Ismail Hanieh. Said 
A1 Namrouti and Khaled Al 
Hindi — and distributed in 
the Gaza Palestinian self-rule 
enclave said they withdrew 
"to eliminate any chaos in- 
side the Islamic movement." 


Hamas has killed scores of 
Israelis in suicide attacks 
aimed at torpedoing the 1993 
peace deal. The group called 
for an official election 
boycott because the Jan. 20 
poll is being held under the 
peace deal, which Hamas 
calls a sell out. 

But Hamas hardliners and 
moderates traded accusations 
and threats over the poll in 
leaflets in Gaza on Sunday 
and Monday. 

One leaflet said the candi- 
dates were ‘personalities who 
have sold themselves to the 
devil." 

Another defended them as 
“brothers who possess an 
honourable history in the 
movement." It threatened 
"to strike with force" against 
those who used Hamas' name 
for their own personal in- 
terest. 

One Hamas leader, who 
spoke on condition he not be 


named, described the rift as 
between locals and leaders 
abroad. 

“Those abroad are becom- 
ing more hardline because 
they do not know the situa- 
tion we live in," he said. 


Hamas sources said rop 
local leaders encouraged 
members to run in the elec- 
tions and promised them pro- 
tection against hardliners, 
who are a minority in Gaza. 

Then, about two weeks 
ago. leaders from abroad de- 
clared local Hamas leader 
Imad Al Falouji expelled af- 
ter he decided to run on an 
independent ticket. 


"Hamas does not want the 
(Palestinian) authority and its 
men to monopolise the 
decision-making process in 
the next stage. Our presence 
inside the council will be 
more effective than if we 
were outside." 


rebel 


leader 


praises Palestinians 


surrenders’ 


"His expulsion was illeg- 
al," said Sayed Abu 
Musameh. a top local leader. 

Mr. Hanieh, who spoke to 
Reuters before withdrawing 
his candidacy for the 88- 
member legislative council, 
said: 


Hamas held reconciliation 
talks with the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation in 
Cairo last month. 

Hamas leaders from 
abroad and from the West 
Bank and Gaza attended the 
talks. The talks ended with 
the Hamas call for an elec- 
tions boycott still in place, 
but the group promised it 
would not try to prevent peo- 
ple from voting. 


PARIS (R) — An Algerian 
Islamic rebel commander has 
surrendered to authorities in 
northeast Algeria, a local 
newspaper said Tuesday. 

The Arab-language daily 
Annasr said Larbi Mezrag. 
cousin and deputy of Madani 
Mczrage. the commander of 
the Islamic Salvation Army 
(AIS), had surrendered in 
the coastal town of Jijel, 240 
kilometres east of Algiers. 


Activists have said that in 
Gaza. Hamas' home ground, 
many leaders favoured parti- 
cipating in the elections but 
bowed to hardline leaders to 
prevent a split within Hamas. 


The newspaper, quoting an 
unnamed source, said Larbi 
Mezrage was the second 
senior AIS official to surren- 
der since last June following 
the defection of an AIS fund- 


TEL AVIV (R) — The head 
of Israel's Shin Bet secret 
service offered a rare com- 
pliment on Tuesday to his 
Palestinian counterparts for 
their successes in preventing 
as many as 80 suicide attacks 
on Israeli targets last year. 

The Shin Bet chief, his 
identity a state secret but for 
the Hebrew letter "Kaf." 
briefed the Israeli parlia- 
ment’s foreign affairs and de- 
fence committee. 

"Eighty potential suicide 
attacks were located and 
dealt with by the Palestinian 
security services (in 1995)." 
the Shin Bet head told the 
closed-door committee. 


according to Yair Amikam, 
the official who took the mi- 
nutes. 

“We recognise a firmer 
hand on their part in dealing 
with the Palestinian opposi- 
tion," Kaf was quoted as 
saying. 

Israeli-PLO peace talks, 
which launched Palestinian 
self-rule in the West Bank 
and Gaza, have in the past 
broken down over the failure 
by PLO leader Yasser Ara- 
fat’s self-rule authority to 
prevent Hamas and other 
Muslim militants from car- 
rying out suicide attacks 
which have killed scores of 
Israelis. 


9 killed in south 


Iranians burn 


Iran negotiating deal to 


Clinton’s ‘coffin’ buy, build Russian planes 


TEHRAN (R) — Demon- 
strators burned coffins and 
chanted "death to America” 
in an anti-U.S. rally in 
Tehran on Tuesday to protest 
at moves in the U.S. Con- 
gress to fund covert activities 
against Iran. 

About 2.000 Iranians, 
mostly young men, marched 
to the U.N. office in the 
north of the city where they 
set fire to two coffins wrap- 
ped in U.S. flags. 

“It is the coffins of (U.S. 
President Bill) Ginton and 
(Newt) Gingrich we are burn- 
ing,” a rally organiser told 
the crowd, referring to press 
reports that House Majority 
Leader Gingrich was behind 


moves io allocate S20 million 
for a covert action plan 
against Iran. 


"The Iranian government 
is restricting us because they 
want to observe international 
laws., but once we are free 
we shall show Gingrich what 
it is to interfere in the inter- 
nal affairs of other coun- 
tries," Ha&san Allahkarami, 
an Islamist student activist, 
told the crowd. 


“If America makes a move 
in the Persian Gulf we shall 
sink its fleet," shouted a de- 
monstrator as the crowd 
chanted "Down with the Un- 
ited States” and “Down with 
U.S. terrorism." 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran is 
negotiating with Russia to 
buy 12 Tupolev airliners 
and to set up a plant to build 
other planes to replace its 
ageing passenger fleet, an 
Iranian newspaper said 
Tuesday. 

The daily Iran News quot- 
ed Mehdi Safari, Iranian 
ambassador to Russia, as 
saying the deal to buy 12 
Tupolev- 154 planes would 
be signed soon. 

“Negotiations tor the pro- 
duction of Ilyushin-1 14 are 
at the final stage and pro- 
duction will start within a 
year." Mr. Safari also told 


Iran News, quoted by the 
Iranian News A gene v 

IRNA. 

The production plant will 
be located in Lphahan in 
central Iran, he added. 

Iran's debt to Russia will 
increase to SI. 2 billion 
from the present S500 mil- 
lion after the deals and 
Tehran has agreed to repay 
it in full by 1999 at the rate 
of $25*) million a year. MR. 
Safari said. 

He did not mention a 
5800 million contract for 
Russia to rebuild Iran's 
Bushehr nuclear power- 
plant. 


"The surrender confirms 
the chaos prevailing in the 
armed gangs in the region 
and the collapse of th'e wall of 
fear and hesitation following 
.the return of tens of repen- 
tants," the newspaper said. 


Sudan dashes 


It did not say when Larbi 
Mezrage had given up or why. 

The official news agency 
APS carried the newspaper 
report but did not confirm or 
deny it. 


The Jijel region is believed 
to be a stronghold of AIS 
guerrillas, the armed wing of 
the outlawed Islamic Salva- 
tion From (FIS). 

Tile AIS and the rival 
Armed Mamie Group (GIA) 
are leading the fundamental- 
ists’ war against the military- 
backed government which 
cancelled general elections 
the RS was set to win in early 
1992. 


KHARTOUM (AP) — An 
Islamic extremist movement 
clashed with police in central 
Sudan, leaving a policeman 
and eight militants dead, the 
government said. It said 
police were forced to open 
fire when attacked by the 
radicals. 

. Members of Takfir Wi Hi- 
jra — meaning isolation and 
pilgrimage — got into the 
battle after trying to forcibly 
win converts in a village near 
Wad Medani, 160 kilometres 
southeast of Khartoum, the 
interior ministry said. 

The group, founded in 
Egypt in the 1970s. has a 
philosophy of separating it- 
self from society, which it 
considers infidel, with the 
aim of returning to pure 
Islam. 

The government, itself 
Islamic fundamentalist, tried 


and executed a leader of the 
group in 1994 after Takfir Wi 
Hijra members killed 16 wor- 
shippers in a mosque near 
Khartoum. 


The latest battle broke out 
Sunday night in the village of 
Kambo Ashara and was re- 
ported in an interior ministry 
statement read on state tele- 
vision Monday night. 

The statement said that 
when the extremists won no 
converts in the village, they 
“started using violence 
against unarmed villagers, 
forcing them to flee the area 
and report the case to the 
police." 

About 20 extremists then 
attacked with knives against 
arriving police, killed one 
policeman and stole his gun 
and (hose of other officers, 
the statement said. 



Asia’s first 
Guinness museum 
opens in Taiwan 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Asia's 
first Guinness World of 
Records Museum has 
opened in the Taiwanese 
central city of Taichung, 
showcasing articles listed 
by the Gu in ess Book of 
World Record, operators 
said. The 500-nuilion- 
Taiwan -dollar ($18.3 mil- 
lion) museum, a joint ven- 
ture between Taiwan’s 
Golden World Corp. and 
the British brewing firm 
Guinness, is located on a 
4.9-acre compound, muse- 
um Vice General Manager 
Alvin Cheng said. The 
main exhibition building of 
the museum, similar to 
Guinness World of Records 
Exhibitions in England, 
Denmark and the United 
States, is a 21 -metre-high 
triangular steel structure in 
the form of a Guinness 
Book of Records with 
graphics on its two sloping 
sides. Mr. Cheng said. 
Among 71 exhibits in the 
building is a likeness of the 
wife of Russian peasant 
Feodor Vassilyev, the 
world’s most fertile 
woman, who gave birth to 
16 pairs of twins, seven 
sets of triplets and four sets 
of quadruplets from 1725 
to 1765, be said It also 
houses life-sized models of 
the world’s tallest and 
shortest men, the world's 
longest fingernail and the 
longest strand of hair, be 
added. Architects mull new 
Pennsylvania Avenue con- 
cept 


Avenue to undergo 
changes 


Washington (R) — 

Architects have unveiled 
guidelines for .the two- 
block stretch of 
Pennsylvania Avenue by 
the White House, closed to 
vehicular traffic for securi- 
ty reasons last summer 
The architects, all volun- 
teers, suggested an overall 
concept for the area they 
hope will endure through 
the 21st century, much as 
Pierre L’enfant's plans for 
the U.S. Federal city 
endured through the 19th 
and 20th centuries. Spurred 
on public demands for bet- 
ter access, and working 
from public suggestions, 
the volunteers stressed the 
need to connect the “presi- 
dential precinct" to the rest 
of Washington by extend- 
ing it northward to include 
Lafayette Park, a popular 
site for demonstrations. 
The area was closed to traf- 
fic after the arrest of a man 
who fired ‘a gun at the 
White House from the 
Pennsylvania Avenue side. 
Security precautions in the 
area such as concrete barri- 
ers around Lafayette Park 
across the street from the 
executive man sion had 
already been heightened 
after the April bombing of 
a federal building in 
Oklahoma city and the 
crash of a small plane .into 
the White House. The pub- 
lic suggestions, on display 
near the news conference, 
ranged from formal archi- 
tectural proposals to 
scrawled comments, such 
as "It needs a salad bar" 
“Needs a swimming pool” 
or “More Dutch tulips". 
One formal proposal sug- 
gested a promenade of 
presidents, echoing a desire 
expressed more informally 
for historical exhibits. 
Many comments called for . 
better access for the hand*- 
capped, more parking and 
visual access to the whii® 
house. A more specific plan., 
for Pennsylvania Avenue 
should be ready by ^rmg< 
1996, said Roger Kennedy, 
head of the National Pa* 5 
Service, which will make 
the final decision after foe 
public’s suggestions are 
considered. 
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